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PREFACE 

Child sexual abuse remains one of the gravest and most pervasive issues in India, 

causing irrevocable harm to young lives and the societal fabric. This research, titled "Sexual 

Abuse of Children in India: A Study of Child Protection Laws with Special Reference to 

Southern Rajasthan," aims to delve deep into this pressing problem, focusing particularly on 

the legislative measures and their effectiveness in combating child sexual abuse in Southern 

Rajasthan. This doctoral research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of child 

sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan and evaluate the sufficiency of the current legal 

framework in safeguarding children. By identifying the strengths and weaknesses of existing 

laws and practices, the study aspires to contribute to the development of more effective 

protective measures and promote a safer environment for children in India. 

The chapters are as follows: 

Chapter 1: Introduction sets the background of this research, outlining its essential 

components such as the title, scope, importance, objectives, hypothesis, research question, 

gaps, literature review, and tentative chapterisation. Chapter 2: Child Sexual Abuse in 

India, Its Causes and Effects focuses on the meaning, causes, and increasing prevalence of 

child sexual abuse in southern Rajasthan, even after the implementation of the POSCO Act 

2012. Chapter 3: Legislations and Laws Related to Child Sexual Abuse examines the 

existing legislative framework on child sexual abuse in southern Rajasthan, analysing 

whether it is adequate to address the issue. Chapter 4: Role of Family Factors in Child 

Abuse: Reflecting the Personality of Children explores the intricate family dynamics 

contributing to child abuse and their impact on children's personalities, discussing various 

forms of abuse and neglect, individual parent factors, family and environmental factors, and 

personality determinants, culminating in an analysis of personality maladjustments. Chapter 

5: Review of Literature provides an overview of previous research in the same field and area 

of study. Chapter 6: Field Study and Methodology details the research design and methods 

employed to investigate child victims in Southern Rajasthan, covering the study's objectives, 

hypotheses, problem statement, data collection methods, pilot study, research outline, data 

analysis techniques, and limitations. Chapter 7: Analysis and Interpretation of Data 

describes the tools used for data collection and analysis, presenting a thorough analysis of 

the collected data, testing hypotheses, and suggesting future enhancements. 



 

Finally, Chapter 8: Finding, Conclusion, and Suggestions presents the research outcomes, 

reiterates the objectives, explores the consequences of abuse, acknowledges  study 

limitations, and provides suggestions for addressing identified issues and areas for future 

research. 

In conclusion, this thesis represents a significant effort to delve into the complexities 

of child sexual abuse in southern Rajasthan, exploring its causes, legislative framework, and 

the critical role of family dynamics. The research findings aim to contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the issue, offering insights and recommendations that can inform future 

policies and interventions. I hope that this work will inspire further research and action to 

protect vulnerable children and support their development in a safe and nurturing 

environment. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The State of Rajasthan and its Demographic Structure 

1.2 Further dimensions of the demographic composition of Rajasthan: 

1.2.1 Rural Demographics 

1.2.2 Education 

1.2.3 Art and Culture 

1.2.4 Tourism 

1.2.5 Political Representation: 

1.3 Children 

1.3.1 Child Sexual Abuse: Definition and Government Policy to Stop 

Sexual Abuse in Children 
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Southern Rajasthan 

1.4 Child sexual abuse, as defined by the United Nations 

1.4.1 Physical Contact 

1.4.2 Non-Physical Contact 
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Personality of Children 

Chapter 5: Review of Literature 
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Chapter 8: Finding, Conclusion, and Suggestions 

1.1 The State of Rajasthan and its Demographic Structure 

Rajasthan is a geographically situated state in the northwestern region of the 

Indian subcontinent. With regards to its geographical expanse, this state holds the 

distinction of being the largest. Furthermore, it boasts a significant cultural legacy. 

Based on the available information up until September 2021, this report provides an 
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overview of the demographic composition of Rajasthan. The population of Rajasthan, 

as recorded in the 2011 census, was approximately 68.5 million, positioning it as the 

seventh most populous state in India. It is important to acknowledge that population 

statistics may have undergone changes subsequent to the mentioned time period. 

Consequently, it is recommended to consult the most up-to-date data in order to 

obtain the most precise and reliable information. The gender ratio in Rajasthan holds 

significant importance as a demographic indicator. According to the 2011 census data, 

the state exhibited a sex ratio of 928 females per 1000 males. The aforementioned 

ratio signifies a diminished presence of females in relation to males, notwithstanding 

the implementation of initiatives aimed at rectifying this gender disparity. The official 

language spoken in the state of Rajasthan is Hindi. Nevertheless, it is worth noting 

that Rajasthani, which is a variant of the Hindi language, is extensively utilised 

throughout the region. Moreover, diverse regional dialects and languages are also 

utilised by distinct communities. 

The  state  of  Rajasthan  exhibits  a  rich  and  varied  religious  landscape. 

Hinduism, being the predominant religious belief system in the region, is adhered to 

by a significant majority of the population within the state. Islam is the second most 

prominent religious faith globally, with a substantial following of adherents who 

identify as  Muslims.  In  addition  to  Sikhism,  Jainism,  and  Christianity,  there  are 

several other religious traditions that have relatively smaller yet significant adherent 

populations. Rajasthan exhibits a notable representation of diverse caste groups and 

tribes within its population. The region is renowned for its historical manifestation of 

social stratification, whereby the caste system has exerted a lasting influence on 

societal dynamics over an extended period of time. The Scheduled Castes (SCs) and 

Scheduled  Tribes  (STs) 1have  been  recognised  as  marginalised  communities,  and 

specific measures have been implemented to enhance their socio-economic standing. 

The state of Rajasthan has witnessed a progressive rise in urbanisation over the course 

of time. The state encompasses a number of prominent urban centres, such as Jaipur, 

which serves as the capital, as well as Jodhpur, Udaipur, and Kota. These urban 

centres have experienced substantial increases in population as a result of economic 

                                                           
1 As per Article 366 (25) of Constitution of India the Scheduled Tribes is defined as: Such tribes or 

tribal communities or part of or groups within such tribes or tribal communities as are deemed under 

Article 342 to the Scheduled Tribes for the purposes of this [Indian] Constitution. 
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advancements and the influx of individuals from rural regions. According to the 2011 

census data, the state of Rajasthan exhibited a literacy rate of approximately 67.06%. 

The government has implemented initiatives aimed at enhancing the quality of 

education, with a particular focus on rural regions, in order to elevate the overall 

levels of literacy. 

1.2 Further dimensions of the demographic composition of Rajasthan: 

1.2.1 Rural Demographics: The state of Rajasthan is characterised by a 

primarily rural population. The rural regions of the state exhibit a distinct set of 

characteristics, primarily centred on agricultural pursuits, wherein farming serves as 

the predominant occupation for a substantial proportion of the populace. The rural 

economy exhibits a significant reliance on agricultural practises, animal husbandry, 

and associated endeavours. Rajasthan accommodates numerous indigenous tribal 

communities within its borders. The aforementioned tribes, namely the Bhils, Meenas, 

Garasias, and Sahariyas, possess unique cultural customs, linguistic variations, and 

customary livelihoods. Various initiatives have been undertaken to safeguard and 

enhance the distinctive cultural legacy of the community, as well as to ameliorate 

their socio-economic circumstances. Migration2 is a phenomenon observed in the 

state of Rajasthan, encompassing both internal and external movements of people. 

Internal migration refers to the phenomenon of individuals relocating from rural 

regions to urban areas within a particular state, driven by the pursuit of improved 

employment prospects, educational facilities, and infrastructure. External migration 

encompasses the phenomenon of individuals originating from Rajasthan relocating to 

other states or countries in pursuit of employment opportunities, with a particular 

focus on sectors such as construction, hospitality, and healthcare. Access to 

healthcare facilities and infrastructure poses a significant challenge in specific 

regions of Rajasthan, particularly in geographically isolated rural areas. 

Nevertheless, the government has implemented various initiatives aimed at 

enhancing healthcare services, such as the establishment of primary health 

centres, mobile healthcare units, and programme specifically designed to address 

maternal and child health. 

                                                           
2 The movement of a person or people from one country, locality, place of residence, etc., to settle in 

another. 
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1.2.2 Education: Despite ongoing efforts to enhance literacy rates in Rajasthan, 

there remain certain regions that necessitate further attention. The state government 

has implemented measures aimed at improving educational infrastructure, fostering 

the education of girls, and mitigating the disparity in literacy rates between genders. 

The state’s urban areas are home to a multitude of schools and colleges, including 

those of high repute. 

The employment landscape in Rajasthan is characterised by a diverse range of 

sectors, including agriculture, tourism, handicrafts, and mining, which play a 

significant role in generating employment opportunities. Nevertheless, the persistent 

issues of underemployment and unemployment continue to be a cause for concern, 

specifically with regards to the younger population. The state government has 

implemented several skill development programme and employment schemes in order 

to tackle these challenges. Rajasthan has witnessed notable improvements in 

various social indicators, including the infant mortality rate, maternal mortality 

rate, and child malnutrition, over the course of time. Nevertheless, there remains a 

need for further efforts to guarantee enhanced healthcare, nutrition, and holistic 

welfare for all sectors of society, with a particular emphasis on underserved rural 

and marginalised populations. Rajasthan, akin to numerous other states within 

India, confronts economic disparities across its various regions. While certain 

urban regions have experienced substantial economic expansion and infrastructure 

advancement, rural areas, particularly those situated in remote and arid locales, 

frequently encounter obstacles such as restricted resource accessibility, diminished 

income levels, and a dearth of employment prospects. Child marriage is a prevalent 

social concern that continues to persist in certain regions of Rajasthan. 

Despite the implementation of legal measures aimed at prohibiting child 

marriage, this practise persists as a prevalent phenomenon within specific 

communities and rural regions. Various initiatives have been undertaken to enhance 

public consciousness, enforce legislative measures, and offer assistance in order to 

mitigate the prevalence of child marriages and foster educational opportunities for 

young girls. 

1.2.3 Art and Culture: Rajasthan is widely recognised for its opulent cultural 

legacy, encompassing a diverse range of folk music, captivating dance forms, and 
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exquisite traditional arts and crafts. Numerous communities have diligently 

safeguarded their distinct cultural practises, encompassing the art of puppetry, the 

melodic expressions of folk songs, and the customary attire specific to the region of 

Rajasthan. The aforementioned cultural elements play a significant role in shaping the 

identity of the state as well as bolstering its tourism industry. 

1.2.4 Tourism: Rajasthan emerges as a renowned tourist hotspot, garnering the 

attention of both local and global visitors. The historical forts, palaces, temples, and 

lively festivals of the state attract tourists from various parts of the globe. Notable 

events include the Pushkar Fair and Desert Festival. Tourism plays a substantial role 

in bolstering the state’s economy and serves as a vital source of employment 

opportunities. Water scarcity is a prevalent issue in Rajasthan due to its arid and semi- 

arid climate, which significantly limits the availability of water resources in the 

region. The state encounters difficulties pertaining to the accessibility of water, 

particularly in rural regions. Efforts have been undertaken to tackle the issue through 

the implementation of water conservation and management initiatives, including the 

adoption of rainwater harvesting techniques and the establishment of watershed 

development programme. 

1.2.5 Political Representation: The state of Rajasthan operates under a multi-party 

system, wherein multiple political parties are actively engaged in the political 

landscape of the region. The state assembly consists of elected representatives who 

play a pivotal role in the governance and decision-making processes. Various 

initiatives have been undertaken to enhance the political representation and 

participation of marginalised groups, such as women and Scheduled Castes/Tribes. 

1.3 Children 

Children are widely regarded as the future pillars of a nation. Various 

organizations have established distinct definitions for the age classification of a child. 

Various organizations have adopted different age thresholds to define the term 

“child.” Some organizations have set the age limit at 13 years, while others have 

extended it to 16 years. Additionally, certain organizations have chosen to define a 

child as an individual up to 18 years of age. As per the United Nations convention, an 

individual is considered a child if they are below the age of 18, unless the applicable 

laws acknowledge an earlier age of majority (Vikaspedia). The convention in question 
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has been officially endorsed by the government of India, as stipulated in Section 1(d) 

of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act of  2012, and 

Section 2(12) of the Juvenile Justice Act of 2020. As per these legal provisions, a 

child is defined as an individual who is below the age of 18. 

1.3.1 Child Sexual abuse Definition and Government policy to stop Sexual abuse 

in children 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India has taken 

cognizance of a media report indicating a 250 to 300 percent increase in the 

circulation of Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) on social media in India. 

Allegedly, these materials are primarily of foreign origin, with Indian investigative 

agencies yet to find any Indian-made CSAM. 

The NHRC has noted that if the media report is accurate, it constitutes a 

serious violation of human rights, particularly those related to life, liberty, and 

dignity, as well as the protection of children from sexual exploitation on social media 

platforms. Consequently, the NHRC has issued notices to the Commissioner of 

Police, Delhi, the Director Generals of Police of all States/UTs, the Director of the 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), and the Secretary of the Union Ministry of 

Electronics and Information Technology. These entities have been requested to 

submit a detailed report within six weeks on the measures taken to prevent the spread 

of CSAM on social media. 

According to the media report dated May 15, 2023, around 450,207 cases 

of CSAM dissemination were reported in 2023. The Delhi Police has taken action in 

3,039 of these cases, with 447,168 cases still under investigation. In some instances, 

photographs taken by family members of young children have been classified as 

CSAM by an American NGO. In previous years, 204,056 cases were reported in 

2022, 163,633 in 2021, and 17,390 in 2020. 

The NHRC is deeply concerned about the impact of online CSAM on 

human rights, particularly the potential for severe psychological harm to children, 

which  can  hinder  their  growth  and  development.  The  Commission  has  actively 

engaged in organizing dialogues and seminars to address this issue. A notable event 

was the national seminar on CSAM held on March 2-3, 2023, at Vigyan Bhawan, 

New Delhi, which featured addresses by the Union Minister of Law & Justice and the 
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Union Minister of State for Electronics & IT, Skill Development & Entrepreneurship. 

Previously, on July 21, 2020, the NHRC held an online National Conference on 

CSAM, incorporating insights from international organizations, government 

ministries, law enforcement agencies, national and state commissions, civil society 

groups, domain experts, and parents' associations. The NHRC has also issued 

advisories, such as the 'Human Rights Advisory for the Protection of the Rights of 

Children in the Context of COVID-19' on September 29, 2020, and June 2, 2021, 

recommending the use of the cybercrime reporting portal and PRAGYATA 

Guidelines for Digital Education to enhance online child safety. 

In a 'Discussion on Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM)' held on November 4, 2022, 

various experts discussed the nature, extent, and manifestations of CSAM. These 

initiatives highlight the Commission's commitment to addressing the proliferation of 

CSAM and its impact on children's rights. 

India has several laws aimed at protecting children from abuse, including 

the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, which provides 

a robust legal framework for the protection of children against offenses of sexual 

assault, sexual harassment, and pornography. Under POCSO, special courts are 

established for the trial of offenses and procedures are child-friendly to avoid re- 

victimization during the judicial process. 

The Indian Penal Code (IPC) also includes provisions that address child 

abuse, such as Section 375 (rape), Section 354 (outraging the modesty of a woman), 

and Section 377 (unnatural offenses), which can be invoked in cases of child sexual 

abuse. 

1.3.2 Special Reference to Southern Rajasthan 

In Southern Rajasthan, as in other parts of India, implementing these laws 

effectively is critical to protecting children from abuse. Challenges include ensuring 

that law enforcement agencies are adequately trained and equipped to handle cases of 

child abuse sensitively and that victims receive proper psychological support and 

rehabilitation. 

Efforts to combat child abuse in Southern Rajasthan and across India must 

continue to focus on raising awareness, strengthening legal frameworks, and 

enhancing the capacities of institutions responsible for child protection. Collaborative 
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efforts between government bodies, non-governmental organizations, and the 

community are essential to create a safer environment for children and to uphold their 

rights to protection, care, and dignity. 

Sexual abuse represents a distinct form of child abuse, involving a wide 

range of interactions between a minor and an adult or older child. Often, these 

interactions include physical contact, though there can be exceptions. Acts such as 

exposing one’s genitals to minors or coercing them into sexual activities are 

considered sexual abuse. Similarly, using a minor to produce or distribute explicit 

material falls under this category. 

Most perpetrators3 of sexual abuse are familiar with their victims. 

They may be family members, neighbours, or caregivers. Approximately 33% of 

abusers are biologically or legally related to the child. The majority of these 

perpetrators are male. 

If you suspect a child has been abused, it is crucial to report it. Nations 

worldwide face significant challenges in fostering an environment conducive to the 

holistic development of children. These challenges include providing adequate 

nutrition, healthcare, education, secure housing, and a safe environment. In addition, 

nations must also address various forms of child abuse, such as child trafficking, child 

labor, and child prostitution. Child abuse and neglect (CAN) and child sexual abuse 

(CSA) are prevalent issues that pose serious challenges globally. The acronym CSA is 

often associated with child abuse. It is essential to differentiate between the broader 

issue of child abuse and the specific subset of child sexual abuse. 

India has enacted several laws to protect children from abuse. The 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, provides a 

comprehensive legal framework for the protection of children against sexual assault, 

harassment, and pornography. Under POCSO, special courts are set up to ensure 

child-friendly procedures and to prevent re-victimization during the judicial process. 

The Indian Penal Code (IPC) also includes provisions addressing child 

abuse, such as Section 375 (rape), Section 354 (outraging the modesty of a woman), 

and Section 377 (unnatural offenses), which can be applied in cases of child sexual 

                                                           
3 A perpetrator is a person who has committed a wrongdoing, crime, or violent act, either 

intentionally or through negligence. 
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abuse. In Southern Rajasthan, as in other parts of India, effective implementation of 

these laws is critical for protecting children from abuse. Challenges include ensuring 

that law enforcement agencies are well-trained and equipped to handle child abuse 

cases  sensitively  and  that  victims  receive  appropriate  psychological  support  and 

rehabilitation. 

Efforts to combat child abuse in Southern Rajasthan and across India 

should continue to focus on raising awareness, strengthening legal frameworks, and 

enhancing the capacities of institutions responsible for child protection. Collaborative 

efforts among government bodies, non-governmental organizations4, and the 

community are essential to create a safer environment for children and to uphold their 

rights to protection, care, and dignity. 

Child abuse includes various forms such as physical, emotional (verbal), 

sexual, and neglect. Child sexual abuse specifically involves a child in sexual 

activities, regardless of their consent, and often occurs without the child's 

understanding of the acts. Child sexual abuse (CSA) encompasses a range of 

behaviors, including sexual intercourse, attempts at intercourse, oral-genital contact, 

genital fondling either directly or through clothing, exhibitionism, exposing children 

to adult sexual activity or pornography, and exploiting children for prostitution or 

pornography. This maltreatment can cause severe harm to the child and, in extreme 

cases, may result in death. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) offers a detailed definition of 

CSA, stating that it includes various types of mistreatment towards children, such as 

physical and/or emotional abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, negligent treatment, and 

commercial or other forms of exploitation. These forms of mistreatment can cause 

actual or potential harm to the child’s health and survival. The concepts of 

development and dignity are often discussed within the framework of relationships 

characterized by responsibility, trust, or power dynamics. 

In Southern Rajasthan, as in other parts of India, the effective 

implementation of these laws is crucial for protecting children from abuse. Challenges 

include ensuring that law enforcement agencies are adequately trained and equipped 

                                                           
4 nongovernmental organization (NGO), voluntary group of individuals or organizations, usually not 

affiliated with any government, that is formed to provide services or to advocate a public policy. 
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to handle child abuse cases sensitively and that victims receive appropriate 

psychological support and rehabilitation. Efforts to combat child abuse in Southern 

Rajasthan and across India should continue to focus on raising awareness, 

strengthening legal frameworks, and enhancing the capacities of institutions 

responsible for child protection. Collaborative efforts among government bodies, non- 

governmental  organizations,  and  the  community  are  essential  to  create  a  safer 

environment for children and uphold their rights to protection, care, and dignity. 

1.4 Child sexual abuse, as defined by the United Nations, encompasses instances 

where a child engages in contact or interaction with an older or more knowledgeable 

individual, such as a stranger, sibling, and person in a position of authority, parent, or 

caretaker. In these situations, the child is exploited and used as a means of satisfying 

the sexual desires of the older individual. According to UNICEF (2013), the 

aforementioned contacts or interactions are perpetrated upon the child through the 

utilization of force, deception, incentives, intimidation, or coercion. 

The aforementioned definitions elucidate CSA as an act that specifically 

targets aspects of sexuality or sexual organs, encompassing various forms such as 

sexual gestures, verbal expressions, visual depictions, and physical behaviors. Sexual 

abuse refers to any form of sexual behavior perpetrated by an adult or older individual 

upon a child, with the intention of fulfilling the perpetrator’s sexual gratification. 

Child sexual abuse poses a direct threat to the principles outlined in Article 19 and 

Article 34 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 

Article 19 pertains to the child’s entitlement to protection from all forms of abuse, 

while Article 34 specifically addresses the child’s right to protection from sexual 

abuse. The convention in question was signed by India in 1992. 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, implemented 

by the Indian government in 2012, delineates the diverse manifestations of sexual 

abuse experienced by children, encompassing both physical and non-physical forms 

of sexual assault. 

1.4.1 Physical contact encompasses abusive behaviors involving direct physical 

interaction between the perpetrator and the child. Such behaviors may involve acts of 

penetrative sexual intercourse, fondling of the child’s genitals, or coercing the child to 

touch the perpetrator’s genitals. Additionally, physical contact can involve the 
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intentional touching of any part of the child’s body with a sexual motive, as well as 

pressuring or convincing the child to engage in various sexual activities, such as 

hugging or kissing. 

1.4.2 Non-physical contact refers to engaging in behaviors such as exposing a child 

to pornographic videos or images, subjecting them to verbal abuse, making 

inappropriate gestures towards them, participating in sexualized games, engaging in 

stalking behaviors, or engaging in online communication with the child with sexual 

intentions, using platforms such as the internet or social media. 

1.4.3 Severe kinds of sexual abuse include: 

a) Assault, including rape and sodomy; 

b) Touching or fondling a kid; 

c) Exhibitionism- forcing a child to expose his or her private body parts; and 

d) Photographing a child in a naked state. 

1.4.4 Other types of sexual abuse include: 

a) Forcible kissing; 

b) Sexual approaches made to a kid while traveling; 

c) Sexual advances made to a child during marital scenarios; 

d) Exhibitionism- displaying in front of a child; and 

e) Exposing a child to pornographic materials. 

India is host to a population of 430 million children, accounting for 

approximately one-fifth of the global population of children under the age of 18, 

according to the 2011 census data. From the moment of their birth, individuals 

encounter formidable obstacles. Malnutrition, illiteracy, trafficking, forced labor, drug 

abuse, sexual abuse, pornography, and other related issues are prevalent among 

children in India. The Indian constitution encompasses laws pertaining to various 

aspects of child development, including but not limited to survival, health and 

nutrition, education, and protection. 

The Constitution of India incorporates a range of provisions aimed at 

safeguarding child rights in the country. However, it is worth noting that many of 

these laws and articles do not exclusively concentrate on child rights, but rather 

encompass the broader aspects of women’s care and protection. Article 15 of the 

constitution is dedicated to the provision of necessary and special laws and policies 
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that aim to protect the rights of children and women. 

The articles in question enshrine fundamental rights such as the right to 

equality, protection of life and personal liberty, and the right against exploitation. 

Article 14: of the Indian Constitution guarantees that the State cannot deprive any 

individual of equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the 

territorial boundaries of India. 

Article 15: of the constitution prohibits the State from engaging in discriminatory 

practices against any citizen based on factors such as religion, race, caste, sex, place 

of birth, or any combination thereof. 

According to Article 15(3), the State is not prohibited from implementing specific 

measures for the benefit of women and children. 

Article 23: of the legislation prohibits the trafficking of human beings and the use of 

forced labor, including beggars and similar forms of coerced labor. Any violation of 

this provision is considered a criminal offense that is subject to legal punishment. 

Article 24: stipulates that children below the age of fourteen are not permitted to work 

in factories, mines, or engage in any other hazardous employment. Article 39: outlines 

the state’s policy objectives, which include safeguarding the health and well-being of 

workers, both men and women, as well as protecting children from exploitation and 

ensuring they are not compelled to engage in occupations that are unsuitable for their 

age or physical capabilities. Additionally, the policy aims to provide children with 

opportunities and resources for healthy development, while safeguarding their 

freedom, dignity, and protection against exploitation and neglect (Garg, 2020). 

 

The Indian Penal Code contains various provisions designed to protect the 

welfare of children in India. These include laws addressing foeticide, infanticide, 

incitement to suicide, exposure and abandonment, kidnapping and abduction, 

kidnapping for ransom, begging, camel racing, forced marriage, slavery, trafficking of 

girls for prostitution, rape, and unnatural sexual acts, among others. 

 

India has established multiple laws to safeguard children from abuse. The 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, provides a 

comprehensive legal framework to protect children from sexual assault, harassment, 

and pornography. POCSO mandates the establishment of special courts to ensure 
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child-friendly procedures and prevent re-traumatization during judicial proceedings. 

The Indian Penal Code (IPC) includes sections specifically addressing child abuse, 

such as Section 375 (rape), Section 354 (outraging the modesty of a woman), and 

Section 377 (unnatural offenses), which are applicable in cases of child sexual abuse. 

Efforts to combat child abuse in Southern Rajasthan and across India should 

focus on raising awareness, strengthening legal frameworks, and enhancing the 

capabilities of institutions responsible for child protection. Collaborative efforts 

between government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and the community 

are essential to create a safer environment for children and to uphold their rights to 

protection, care, and dignity. 

There are several provisions within the Indian penal code aimed at 

safeguarding the well-being of children in India. These include laws addressing 

foeticide, infanticide, abetment of suicide, exposure and abandonment, kidnapping 

and abduction, kidnapping for ransom, begging, camel racing, forced marriage, 

slavery, trafficking of girls for prostitution, rape, and unnatural sex, among others. In 

addition to the aforementioned laws, the Indian government has implemented 

specialized schemes and programs aimed at ensuring the safety and optimal 

development of children. The following schemes are: 

1. The Government of India offers financial support to State Governments and 

Union Territory Administrations to establish and sustain homes catering to 

children requiring care and protection, as well as juveniles involved in legal 

conflicts. 

2. The Integrated Program for Street Children entails the provision of 

comprehensive support to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in order to 

establish and operate drop-in shelters for street children. These shelters 

operate round the clock and offer a range of services including sustenance, 

clothing, accommodation, non-formal education, recreational activities, 

counseling, guidance, and referral services. The program primarily targets 

children who lack permanent residences and familial connections. The 

program also offers opportunities for school enrollment, vocational training, 

and occupational placement, the provision of preventive health services, and 

the reduction of drug and substance abuse, as well as the incidence of 
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HIV/AIDS, among other things. 

3. The Child line Service, operating under the telephone helpline number 1098, 

operates continuously throughout the day and night in 74 urban and semi- 

urban locations across the country. Its primary objective is to offer medical 

assistance, shelter, counseling, repatriation, and rehabilitation to children who 

require care and protection. Additionally, the service plays a crucial role in 

rescuing children who are victims of abuse. 

4. The Shishu Greha Scheme is a program that provides care and protection for 

infants and children up to the age of six who have been orphaned, abandoned, 

or are in a destitute situation. Its primary objective is to facilitate the 

rehabilitation of these vulnerable individuals. 

The Scheme for Working Children aims to offer care and safeguarding 

measures for children engaged in various forms of labor, such as domestic 

work, employment at roadside dhabas, mechanic shops, and similar 

establishments. The program offers bridge education and vocational training to 

these children, in addition to providing them with medical assistance, 

nourishment, recreational activities, and sports equipment. 

5. The Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme offers day-care services to 

children between the ages of 0 and 6 whose mothers are employed. The Pilot 

Project aimed at addressing the issue of trafficking of women and children 

focuses on providing comprehensive care and protection to individuals who 

have been trafficked and subjected to sexual abuse. The proposed plan entails 

the implementation of rescue operations, provision of temporary shelter for 

victims, repatriation to their respective hometowns, and access to legal 

services. 

6. The National Child Labour Project is a government initiative that provides 

financial support to Project Societies operating at the district level. The 

objective of this scheme is to facilitate the establishment of Special 

Schools/Rehabilitation Centres dedicated to the education and rehabilitation of 

child laborers. The Indian Ministry of Women and Child Development has 

implemented various measures to tackle the matter of child protection. These 

measures include the establishment of a National Commission for the 



Chapter I Introduction 

15 

Faculty of Law 

 

 

Protection of Child Rights, amendments to the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act 2000 and the Child Marriage Restraint Act 1929, 

the introduction of the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS), and the 

proposed amendments to the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act (ITPA) and the 

draft Offences against Children (Prevention) Bill. 

1.5 Deceptive Practices and types of Child Sexual Abuse 

It is a well-established fact that individuals who engage in child molestation 

often possess physical appearances and behavioral patterns that are indistinguishable 

from the general population. There exist individuals who have engaged in or are likely 

to engage in the sexual abuse of children within the contexts of religious institutions, 

educational establishments, and youth sports organizations. 

Perpetrators of abuse can manifest in various forms, including individuals who 

reside in close proximity to the victim, individuals who share personal connections 

such as friendship, and individuals who are part of the victim’s familial network. 

Individuals who engage in the sexual abuse of minors can be encountered within 

various settings, including families, educational institutions, religious establishments, 

recreational facilities, youth sports organizations, and any other environment where 

children congregate. 

It is noteworthy that perpetrators of abuse frequently encompass individuals 

who are children themselves. Approximately 90% of children who experience sexual 

abuse possess knowledge of their perpetrator. According to available data, it has been 

found that a mere 10% of children who experience sexual abuse are victimized by 

individuals who are not known to them. According to available data, it has been found 

that around 30% of instances of child sexual abuse involve perpetrators who are 

members of the victim’s own family. According to empirical evidence, there exists a 

positive correlation between the age of the victim and the likelihood of the abuser 

being a member of the victim’s family. Among individuals who engage in child 

molestation, it has been found that 50% of the perpetrators are related to the victim 

and fall within the age range of six years or younger. Approximately 23% of child 

abuse cases involving individuals between the ages of 12 and 17 were attributed to 

family members. Approximately 60% of children who experience sexual abuse are 

victimized by individuals whom their families trust. According to research, there is no 
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evidence to suggest that homosexual individuals are more prone to engaging in child 

sexual abuse compared to their heterosexual counterparts. It is a factual observation 

that individuals who engage in sexual abuse of children do not universally exhibit 

pedophilic tendencies. 

Child sexual abuse is carried out by a broad spectrum of individuals who 

possess varying motivations. Identifying universally shared characteristics among 

individuals who engage in child molestation is an inherently challenging task. 

Situational offenders exhibit a tendency to engage in criminal behavior during periods 

of heightened stress and typically initiate their offending behavior at a later stage 

compared to pedophilic offenders5. 

Additionally, situational offenders tend to have a lower number of victims, 

often targeting individuals within their own familial circles, and generally display a 

preference for adult partners. Pedophilic offenders frequently initiate their offending 

behavior during their formative years and typically exhibit a high incidence of 

victimization, often extending beyond their immediate family members. According to 

available data, it has been observed that approximately 70% of individuals who 

engage in child sex offenses have victimized between one and nine children. 

Additionally, approximately 20% of these offenders have been found to have 

victimized a larger number of children, ranging from 10 to 40 victims. According to 

available data, it has been observed that a significant proportion, approximately 40%, 

of children who experience sexual abuse are victimized by individuals who are older 

or possess greater authority or power. According to empirical evidence, there exists a 

positive correlation between the age of child victims and the likelihood of the 

perpetrator being a juvenile. Juvenile individuals constitute the perpetrators in 

approximately 43% of assault cases involving children under the age of six. Among 

the aforementioned offenders, a total of 14% fall within the age bracket of under 12 

years. According to research findings, it has been observed that juveniles who engage 

in sexual offenses against fellow children exhibit a higher tendency to commit these 

offenses in groups and within school settings. Furthermore, these juvenile offenders 

are more likely to have male victims and victims of a younger age compared to adult 

sex offenders. The incidence of youth being brought to the attention of law 

                                                           
5 Pedophilic sexual offenders are usually family, friends, or relatives of their victims. 
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enforcement for sex offenses experiences a significant rise at the age of 12 and 

remains relatively stable after reaching the age of 14. During the early stages of 

adolescence, there is a notable increase in the occurrence of youth offenses targeted at 

younger children. According to the available data, a minority of juvenile offenders, 

specifically one out of eight, fall below the age of 12. Women make up only 7% of 

the population of juvenile offenders who engage in sexual offenses. According to 

empirical evidence, it is a verifiable fact that the majority of adolescent individuals 

who engage in sexual offenses do not possess the characteristics of sexual predators, 

nor do they exhibit a propensity to continue such behavior into adulthood. 

The majority of adolescent offenders does not satisfy the criteria for 

pedophilia and do not persist in displaying sexually predatory behaviors. According to 

research findings, it has been observed that adolescent sex offenders exhibit a higher 

level of responsiveness to treatment interventions as compared to adult sex offenders. 

There is a lack of evidence suggesting a tendency for individuals to persist in 

engaging in criminal behavior into their adult years, particularly when they receive 

suitable interventions. 

1.6 Objective of Research Work 

The primary aim of the research titled “Sexual Abuse of Children in India: A Study 

of Child Protection Laws with Special Reference to Southern Rajasthan” can be 

articulated as follows: 

1. The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the frequency and 

characteristics of child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan, India. The study 

seeks to collect empirical data regarding the scope and various forms of sexual 

abuse encountered by children residing in the area. This objective entails the 

implementation of surveys, interviews, or a comprehensive examination of 

pre-existing literature to gain a comprehensive understanding of the extent and 

gravity of the issue at hand. 

2. The purpose of this study is to analyze the current child protection laws and 

policies in India. The objective of this study is to examine the existing legal 

framework and policies that have been implemented to safeguard children 

against instances of sexual abuse. The task at hand entails the examination of 

legislative measures, guidelines, and protocols at both national and regional 
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levels pertaining to the protection of children. The objective is to evaluate the 

extent to which these measures effectively address instances of sexual abuse. 

In  order  to  ascertain  deficiencies  and  obstacles  in  the  execution  of  child. 

Protection legislation: The objective of this study is to ascertain the 

obstacles, deficiencies, and difficulties encountered during the execution of 

child protection legislation in Southern Rajasthan. This encompasses the 

examination of various factors that impede the successful safeguarding of 

children from sexual abuse, including but not limited  to  insufficient 

awareness, inadequate allocation of resources, institutional deficiencies, and 

societal attitudes. 

3. In order to put forth suggestions for enhancing child protection laws and 

mechanisms: The primary objective of this study is to offer suggestions for 

enhancing the current child protection legislation and mechanisms in Southern 

Rajasthan, based on the findings and analysis conducted. The 

recommendations may encompass proposing modifications to existing 

legislation, bolstering the capabilities of law enforcement agencies and child 

protection services, advocating for awareness campaigns, and fortifying 

community involvement in child protection efforts. 

4. The objective of this study is to analyze the reporting and response 

mechanisms implemented in cases of child sexual abuse within the Southern 

Rajasthan region. The objective of this study is to examine the reporting, 

documentation, and response procedures pertaining to cases of child sexual 

abuse within the specified region. This entails evaluating the roles and 

coordination among diverse stakeholders, including law enforcement agencies, 

child protection agencies, healthcare professionals, and legal systems. 

5. In order to gain insight into the social and cultural determinants that contribute 

to the occurrence of child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan, it is imperative 

to conduct a comprehensive analysis. The objective of this study is to 

investigate the fundamental social, cultural, and economic determinants that 

contribute to the prevalence of child sexual abuse in the specified region. This 

may entail an examination of conventional beliefs, societal norms, and power 

structures that contribute to the perpetuation of such abuse and impede efforts 
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to prevent and prosecute it. 

6. In order to evaluate the psychological and social ramifications experienced by 

survivors of child sexual abuse in the region of Southern Rajasthan, it is 

necessary to conduct a comprehensive analysis. The objective of this study is 

to examine the immediate and long-lasting effects of child sexual abuse on the 

physical, emotional, and social welfare of individuals who have experienced 

such trauma. This entails an analysis of the psychological distress, societal 

marginalisation, and interpersonal difficulties encountered by individuals who 

have experienced trauma, as well as their immediate relatives. 

7. In order to enhance awareness and advocate for preventative measures 

pertaining to child sexual abuse in the region of Southern Rajasthan, The 

objective of this study is to create educational resources, campaigns, or 

interventions that enhance knowledge and understanding of child sexual 

abuse, its ramifications, and preventive strategies among diverse stakeholders, 

encompassing children, parents, educators, and community members in 

Southern Rajasthan. 

8. In order to conduct a comparative analysis of child protection laws and 

practises, the focus will be on Southern Rajasthan in relation to other regions 

within India. The objective of this study is to conduct a comparative analysis 

of child protection laws, policies, and practises in Southern Rajasthan in 

relation to other regions or states within India. This comparative analysis has 

the potential to identify effective approaches, exemplary practises, or areas 

that may require improvement, which can be subsequently adopted or 

replicated in the context of Southern Rajasthan. 

1.7 Significance of the Study 

The examination of sexual abuse perpetrated against children in India, 

specifically in the region of Southern Rajasthan, and the analysis of child protection 

legislation pertaining to this issue, carries substantial significance for multiple 

reasons: 

1. Discussing a Pertinent Societal Concern: Child sexual abuse is an acute 

social issue that engenders profound repercussions for both the affected 

individuals and the broader fabric of society. The significance of undertaking a 
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study on this subject resides in the endeavour to enhance awareness and 

comprehension regarding the scope, characteristics, and consequences of child 

sexual  abuse  in  India,  with  a  specific  focus  on  the  region  of  Southern 

Rajasthan. This illuminates a matter that necessitates immediate attention and 

efficacious interventions. 

2. This study offers significant contributions to the understanding of the current 

child protection laws, policies, and mechanisms in Southern Rajasthan. 

Through the evaluation of their efficacy, identification of deficiencies, and 

formulation of suggestions, the research has the potential to exert influence on 

policy and legal modifications. The findings can be utilised by policymakers 

to enhance and enhance child protection legislation, thereby enhancing their 

ability to prevent, respond to, and address instances of child sexual abuse more 

effectively. 

3. The study aims to analyse the reporting and response mechanisms pertaining 

to child sexual abuse in order to identify existing deficiencies and obstacles 

within the current systems, with the ultimate goal of improving child 

protection mechanisms. This information has the potential to provide valuable 

guidance for enhancing and fortifying child protection mechanisms. This may 

involve streamlining reporting procedures, fostering better coordination 

among various stakeholders, and enhancing support services for both victims 

and their families. 

4. The study aims to provide a platform for survivors of child sexual abuse and 

their families to express their experiences, perspectives, and needs, thereby 

empowering them and increasing public awareness. The acknowledgment of 

this phenomenon has the potential to facilitate the empowerment  of 

individuals who have experienced abuse, while simultaneously mitigating the 

negative societal perceptions and obstacles that often deter survivors from 

reporting such incidents. Furthermore, this study has the potential to enhance 

public awareness regarding the issue of child sexual abuse and underscore the 

significance of safeguarding children within various spheres, including the 

general public, professionals, and communities. 

5. The findings of this study have the potential to guide the formulation and 
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execution of specific prevention and intervention strategies. By 

comprehending the social and cultural determinants that impact instances of 

child sexual abuse, alongside the obstacles encountered in legal proceedings, it 

becomes possible to develop efficacious prevention initiatives, awareness 

campaigns, and support services. These strategies have the potential to 

effectively mitigate instances of child sexual abuse and enhance the provision 

of support for survivors. 

6. Enhancing the global knowledge repository: Investigating the phenomenon of 

child sexual abuse, particularly with a regional emphasis, serves to augment 

the collective understanding of this imperative matter at a global scale. This 

study has the potential to offer comparative analysis on the efficacy of child 

protection laws and mechanisms across various contexts. By examining the 

experiences and lessons from Southern Rajasthan, researchers, policymakers, 

and practitioners in other regions can gain valuable insights and knowledge 

1.8 Hypothesis to be tested: 

H0. POCSO ACT 2012 does not addresses the rampant sexual abuse cases 

against children in Southern Rajasthan. 

H1. POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the rampant sexual abuse cases against 

children in Southern Rajasthan. 

H0. Lack of Legal and educational awareness does not promote child sexual 

abuse cases. 

H1. Lack of Legal and educational awareness promotes child sexual abuse 

cases. 

H0. Lack of proper implementation of laws is not the cause of increasing child 

sexual abuse cases in India. 

H1. Lack of proper implementation of laws is the cause of increasing child 

sexual abuse cases in India. 

1.9 Research Questions 

1. What is the incidence of sexual abuse among children in Southern Rajasthan, 

India, and what kinds of abuse do they experience? 

2. In order to react to and prevent the sexual abuse of children, what child 

protection laws, policies, and other measures are in place in Southern 



Chapter I Introduction 

22 

Faculty of Law 

 

 

Rajasthan at this time? 

3. How successful are the child protection laws and systems in Southern 

Rajasthan in resolving incidents of sexual abuse against children and giving 

victims access to justice? 

4. What kinds of difficulties and roadblocks must be overcome in order to put 

child protection laws in Southern Rajasthan, particularly those that prohibit 

sexual abuse of children, into effect and enforce them? 

5. In the region of Southern Rajasthan, what systems exist for the reporting and 

responding to occurrences of child sexual abuse, and how successful are these 

processes in ensuring that interventions are both timely and appropriate? 

6. In the region of Southern Rajasthan, which social and cultural variables are 

responsible for the incidence of child sexual abuse as well as its continued 

prevalence? 

7. In the judicial system of Southern Rajasthan, how are incidents of child sexual 

abuse investigated, prosecuted, and judged, and what problems are 

encountered during the process? 

8. In Southern Rajasthan, survivors of child sexual abuse and the families of 

those survivors want to know more about the psychological and social effects 

of their experiences. 

9. What responsibilities do child protection agencies, nongovernmental 

organisations, and other organisations play in the prevention and treatment of 

child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan, and how successful are they in 

doing so? 

10. What kind of training and assistance do professionals in Southern Rajasthan 

who work in disciplines like as law enforcement, healthcare, education, and 

social work get, and how do they view and react to incidents of child sexual 

abuse? 

1.10 Historical Perspective 

Abuse of children in a sexual manner is a problem that has, sadly, been present 

throughout history. This problem is both upsetting and painful. There is evidence to 

imply that sexual abuse of children has been widespread throughout a variety of 

civilizations and time periods. This is despite the fact that it is difficult to offer a full 
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historical perspective on child sexual abuse owing to the scant material available and 

the cultural differences that exist. There is evidence that children were subjected to 

sexual exploitation and physical abuse in ancient civilizations, such as Ancient Greece 

and Rome. In ancient Greece, for instance, the practise of pederasty, in which adult 

males participated in sexual relationships with young boys, was considered normal 

and acceptable behaviour. Likewise, it was known to happen in ancient Rome that 

children, especially those who were held as slaves, were subjected to sexual abuse. 

The susceptibility of youngsters to being sexually abused by adults lasted throughout 

the middle Ages. Children, particularly those from lower social groups, were 

especially vulnerable to exploitation by the affluent and powerful in feudal 

civilizations because of the power dynamics that existed within such communities. In 

addition, there were cases of sexual abuse that occurred inside religious institutions as 

a result of members of the clergy abusing the trust and power that was bestowed upon 

them. 

The 19
th 

and 20
th 

centuries saw the beginning of the contemporary knowledge 

and identification of child sexual abuse as a societal issue. This process started in the 

19th century. A greater awareness of the problem may be attributed to a number of 

factors, including the enactment of legislation protecting children, the founding of 

organisations dedicated to the welfare of children, and the advancement of psychiatric 

knowledge about the effects of child abuse on young people. 

In the latter half of the 20
th 

century, a number of high-profile court cases and 

controversies involving the sexual abuse of children brought the topic to the attention 

of the general public. These incidents, such as the uncovering of organised paedophile 

networks and the discoveries of widespread abuse inside the Catholic Church, led to 

an increase in scrutiny, legal action, and measures to prevent and address the sexual 

abuse of children. Before the late 1800s, the practise of sexually abusing children was 

simply not recognised. Despite the fact that it would be comforting to assume that 

child sexual abuse did not occur, the reality is that it occurred. It just did not have that 

label attached to it. There are allusions to sexual abuse of children throughout the 

Bible, and more complete records of abuse can be found in ancient Roman and Greek 

civilizations. In point of fact, sexual abuse of children has been recorded throughout 

history. According to the documents that have been found, child abuse, particularly 
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the sexual abuse of children, was common even in colonial America. The phrase “the 

history of childhood is a nightmare from which we have only begun to awaken,” was 

first written by De Mause and published in 1974 in the book “The History of 

Childhood,” which is considered to be a classic examination of childhoods in various 

historical periods. The farther one goes back in time, the more primitive the quality of 

child care was, as well as the more probable it was that Children are to be murdered, 

deserted, tortured, terrorised, and sexually assaulted”. (Mause Page.78) 

Based on this remark, it seems that sexual assault has been around for a very 

long time and is not a new occurrence. Around the middle of the 1800s, the only 

people who acknowledged sexual abuse were the people who had been abused. 

It’s possible that the Frenchman Ampoise Tardieu wrote the first significant study on 

the subject of sexual abuse of children. As a forensic medical specialist, he recorded 

515 incidents of sexual offences in the year 1862, 420 of which were perpetrated on 

minors who were less than 15 years old. He mentioned more than 11,000 occurrences 

of completed or attempted rape over the course of 11 years, with children being 80 

percent of the victims in these situations. 

1.10 Historical Record of CSA in India 

India is home to around 19% of the world’s total children, making up 42% (or 

more than one third) of the global total. Children make up almost half the entire 

population of India, and around half of these youngsters are in need of care and 

protection. In the year 1998, the Indian non-governmental organisation known as 

Recovery and Healing from Incest carried out the country’s first ever research project 

on CSA in India. Seventy-six percent of the people who took part in the study said 

that they had been mistreated while they were children or teenagers. 

As part of its commitment to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

the Child, India made a commitment to safeguard its children from all types of sexual 

abuse and exploitation. 

Not very long ago, the query would have been received with either a quiet 

silence that seemed perplexed or a tacit response that acknowledged that it although it 

exists, it is too small, too little, and too far away to be a priority. Today, however, the 

answer to the question is more likely to be the former. 

However, in 2007, the findings of a nation-wide study on child abuse were 
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made public by the Ministry of Women and Child Development. This poll included 

12,500 children from 13 different states, and it was conducted in 2007. More over half 

of respondents, 53%, reported having experienced one or more types of sexual abuse 

at some point in their lives. If one were to extend this information, it would suggest 

that one kid out of every two has been subjected to some kind of sexual abuse. More 

over twenty percent of people who were questioned revealed that they had been 

victims of serious types of sexual abuse. Boys made up 57% of the population that 

reported having experienced sexual abuse at some point in their lives. 

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) report titled Crime in India, 

2014 found that the rate of crimes perpetrated against children was 20.1% for every 

one lakh population of children (up to 18 years of age). A total of 10,854 incidents of 

child rape were recorded in the nation in 2015, representing a decline of 26.8 percent 

during the course of the year 2015 when compared to the number of 13,766 cases that 

were reported in 2014. 

1.11 Status of Child Sexual Abuse in India 

Abuse of children on a sexual basis is still a big problem in India. The following is a 

list of important information on the current state of child sexual abuse in this country: 

 Abuse of children occurs often and may occur to children from any 

socioeconomic level. This problem is called the prevalence rate. Numerous 

investigations and polls have shown consistent evidence of high prevalence 

rates. On the other hand, it is essential to keep in mind that underreporting is a 

serious problem, which suggests that the true numbers might be far higher. 

 Abuse of a sexual nature may occur to children of any age, from newborns to 

teenagers, and it does not matter what gender the victim is. Abuse may happen 

to anybody, whether they are male or female; nevertheless, it is often believed 

that females are at a larger danger than boys. 

 Perpetrators: Sexual abuse of children may be committed by a wide variety 

of people, including family members, neighbours, friends, teachers, and 

religious leaders, as well as by complete strangers. According to the findings 

of several studies, a significant proportion of incidents involve individuals 

already known to the kid. 

 Reporting Child Sexual Abuse Cases in India Remains a difficulty owing to 
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Fear, Stigma, and a lack of awareness of the problem reporting child sexual 

abuse cases in India remains a difficulty owing to reasons such as fear and 

stigma. The overarching objective of the judicial system, which includes the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, is to provide 

victims both protection and access to justice. Despite this, there are still holes 

in the implementation, delays in the legal procedures, and a need for more 

stringent measures to safeguard the safety and well-being of children. 

 Awareness and Support: In recent years, there has been a rise in the number of 

efforts to raise awareness of child sexual abuse. Helplines, nongovernmental 

organisations (NGOs), and support organisations are all working to give 

victims with counselling, rehabilitation, and legal assistance. When it comes to 

making the world a safer place for children, things like public awareness 

campaigns, educational programme, and community involvement are all quite 

important. 

1.12 Chapterisation 

Chapterisation of Research 

The research work is divided into seven chapters. 

The chapterisation is as follows: 

Chapter 1: INTRODUCTION 

This chapter consists of the basic outline of this research. This chapter sets the 

background of the research work and deals with the essential components of research 

such as title of the research work; scope of study: importance of study; objectives of 

the study; research hypothesis; research question; research gaps; review of literature 

and the tentative chapterisation 

Chapter 2: CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IN INDIA, ITS CAUSES AND EFFECTS 

This chapter mainly focuses on the meaning of child sexual abuse in southern 

Rajasthan, also focuses on what are the causes of child sexual abuse and its increase 

even after the implementation of POSCO ACT 2012. 

Chapter 3: LEGISLATIONS AND LAWS RELATED TO CHILD SEXUAL 

ABUSE 

This chapter discuses the existing legislative framework on child sexual abuse 

in southern Rajasthan. The detailed analysis of the current legislative structure is 
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given trying to find the answer to the question that whether the current legislative 

framework is adequate to deal with the issue of child sexual abuse. 

Chapter 4: ROLE OF FAMILY- FACTORS IN CHILD ABUSE: 

REFLECTING THE PERSONALITY OF CHILDREN 

The chapter titled “Role of Family Factors in Child Abuse: Reflecting the 

Personality of Children” would provide a thorough examination of the intricate 

dynamics within families that contribute to child abuse and how these factors shape a 

child's personality. It would start with a model for understanding child abuse and 

family stresses, followed by detailed descriptions of various forms of child abuse and 

neglect, including physical, emotional, psychological, and educational aspects, as well 

as Non Organic Failure to Thrive (NOFTT). The chapter would explore the causes of 

child abuse, focusing on individual parent factors such as common personality 

characteristics, psychopathy, depression, psychosis, mental retardation, substance 

abuse, childrearing experiences, and social isolation. Family factors like parental 

collusion in maltreatment, scapegoating, the influence of stepparents, reorganized 

families, and the extended family would be examined. Additionally, the chapter 

would address environmental factors including chronic stressors, situational stressors, 

chronic illness, and poverty. It would also highlight important personality 

determinants such as early experiences, cultural influences, physical attributes, 

intelligence, emotions, success and failure, and the impact of school and family 

influences on personality development, culminating in an analysis of personality 

maladjustments. The conclusion would synthesize these insights, emphasizing the role 

of family factors in both child abuse and personality development. 

Chapter 5: REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

This chapter provides an overview of previous researches which are available 

in the same field and area of the study. 

Chapter 6: FIELD STUDY AND METHODOLOGY 

The chapter titled “Field Study and Methodology” would provide an in-depth 

overview of the research design and methods employed in a study focused on 

investigating child victims in Southern Rajasthan. It would start by identifying major 

cities involved in the research, outline the study's objectives, and state the hypotheses 

to be tested. The chapter would articulate the problem statement and identify sources 
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of information, addressing specific issues pertinent to the study. The methodology 

section would detail the use of questionnaires and interview schedules, describing 

their design, distribution, and advantages, particularly the ability to handle large 

sample sizes and gather in-depth information. It would discuss the research methods 

and tools, including the structure and purpose of interview schedules, and elaborate on 

data analysis techniques. The research design would encompass the universe of the 

study, selection of respondents, and data sources, including both primary and 

secondary data. The chapter would describe a pilot study and the tools and techniques 

for data collection, addressing any problems faced by the researcher. It would include 

a research outline, an interview guide, and a case study approach. The process of data 

tabulation, analysis, and field experiences would be covered, alongside the study's 

limitations. Finally, it would present a model of design for the research, list the data 

sources, map and list the study area, describe the tools and techniques of analysis, and 

conclude with a summary of the findings and methodology. 

Chapter 7: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 

The chapter titled “Analysis and Interpretation of Data” would begin with an 

introduction that sets the stage for the importance and methodology of data analysis in 

the study. It would describe the tools used for data collection and analysis, 

highlighting the necessity and scope of questionnaires for both teachers and students. 

The chapter would detail the sources of data collection, followed by a thorough 

analysis of the collected data, including a specific questionnaire designed for the 

general public. It would provide an analysis of responses from police personnel, 

listing select police stations involved in the study. The chapter would then discuss the 

testing of the hypotheses formulated earlier in the research, and conclude with 

suggestions for future enhancements of the study. Throughout, it would incorporate 

various data points, questions, and interpretations, ensuring a comprehensive 

understanding of the findings. 

Chapter 8: FINDING, CONCLUSION, AND SUGGESTIONS 

The chapter titled “Finding, Conclusion, and Suggestions” would 

comprehensively present the outcomes and recommendations derived from the study. 

It would begin by reiterating the specific objectives of the research, followed by a 

detailed   presentation   of   the   main   findings.   The   chapter   would   explore   the 
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consequences of physical abuse on children, particularly in terms of health and 

education, and identify significant associations using Chi-Square tests. It would 

discuss the various types of sexual abuse experienced by victims and analyze the 

reporting of such abuse in the context of Indian law as of 2024. The limitations of the 

present study would be acknowledged, and a series of suggestions would be proposed 

to address the identified issues. A recap section would summarize the key points, 

followed by a point-wise listing of major findings. Additional suggestions, including 

those for the government based on informal interviews, would be provided. Finally, 

the chapter would outline the scope for future research, indicating areas where further 

investigation is needed to build on the current study's findings. 
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CHAPTER II 

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IN INDIA, ITS CAUSES AND 

EFFECTS 

This chapter will mainly focus on the real meaning of child sexual abuse in 

southern Rajasthan, also focus on what causes the child sexual abuse is increasing 

even after the POSCO ACT 2012. 

2.1 Definition of Child 

2.2 Types of Child Sexual Abuse 

2.2.1 Physical abuse 

2.2.1.1 Abuse by the guardian and other family members: 

2.2.1.2 Abuse by Employer: 

2.2.1.3 Abuse of Rag Pickers and Street Children: Abuse or Crime 

2.2.1.4 Abuse during trafficking: 

2.2.2 Emotional Abuse: 

2.2.3 Sexual Abuse: 

2.2.4 Different Forms of Child Sexual Abuse 

2.3 The causes of Child Sexual Abuse 

2.3.1 Traditional Beliefs and Myths: 

2.3.2 Effects of Child Sexual Abuse 

2.3.3 Dissociation and Memory Impairment: 

2.4 Impact on Relationships: 

2.5 Economic Implications: 

2.6 Why do Child sexual abuse cases go unreported in India? 

2.7 Landmark Case:  Tuka Ram and Anr V State of Maharasthra 1979 

2.8 Review of Indian Data 

2.9 Misuse of POCSO Act, 2012 

2.10 Loopholes in POCSO Act, 2012 

2.1 Definition of Child 

There is no consistent and globally acknowledged definition of kid since 

numerous international treaties and municipal ordinances in India have varied 

definitions of the word child depending on the goal for which the treaty or legislation 

was drafted. 

Different legislation regards age to be the primary criterion for designating a kid. 

Among the key meanings of the word “child” in different international and local 

regulations are: 
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 The word ‘Child’ is defined in the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child 

as “[...] any human being under the age of eighteen years, unless majority is 

attained earlier under the law applicable to the child.” 

 Article 2 of the 1999 International Convention Concerning the Prohibition 

and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labor 

defines child as “all persons under the age of 18.” 

 Section 2(aa) of the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 defines “child” as 

“any person under the age of sixteen.” 

 Section 2(12) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 

2015 defines “child” as “any person under the age of eighteen.” 

 Section 2(a) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 defines “child” as 

“a person who has not completed twenty-one years of age, if a male, and 

eighteen years of age, if a female.” 

 According to Section 2(c) of the Factories Act of 1948, “child” denotes “a 

person who has not completed his fifteenth year of age.” 

 According to Section 2(d) of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses 

Act of 2012, “Child” implies “any person under the age of eighteen.” 

 However, it is worth noting that in most legislation, the age of 18 years is used 

as a criterion for classifying a person as a kid; hence, for the purposes of this 

research, the definition of child is based on the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offenses Act, 2012. 

2.2 Types of Child Sexual Abuse 

The concept of ‘Child Abuse’ can vary in meaning across diverse cultural 

contexts and socio-economic circumstances. The establishment of a universally 

accepted definition of child abuse within the Indian context remains elusive and 

undefined. Nevertheless, prior to in order to comprehend the phenomenon of ‘child 

abuse,’ it is imperative to grasp the concept of abuse as delineated by the various 

definitions provided below. Black’s law dictionary defines the word ‘abuse’ as 

“everything which is contrary to a good order established by usage, departure from 

reasonable use, improper use, physical or mental maltreatment, deception”. 

Oxford Advance Dictionary defines ‘abuse’ to mean “wrong or bad use or treatment, 
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exploit, unjust or corrupt practice, acts which are insulting, offensive.” (45) 

Chambers dictionary defines ‘abuse’ as “to make a bad use of, to take undue 

advantage of, to betray, to misrepresent, to deceive, to revile, to maltreat, to violate, 

an evil or corrupt practice, deceit, hurt, betrayal, ill-usages, outrage etc.”(9) 

The word “abuse” refers to a broad range of conduct, not just one particular kind of 

act. Differentiating between actions that are considered appropriate and those that 

could be considered abusive to children has proven to be challenging. The word 

“child” Abuse refers to a wide variety of behaviors and mistreatment of children. 

However, child abuse can be classified into the following types as per the Study on 

child abuse 2007: 

 Physical abuse 

 Emotional abuse 

 Sexual abuse 

2.2.1 Physical abuse 

Is a prevalent occurrence within our society, particularly within families and 

institutions such as schools, orphanages, and shelter homes? It involves the act of 

inflicting physical injury upon a child. The term “physical abuse” refers to the act of 

inflicting significant bodily pain upon a child through actions such as beating, 

kicking, slapping, punching, burning, and poking, among others. 

The justification for inflicting pain upon a child by family members or school 

teachers is frequently based on the notion of discipline, aiming to correct the child’s 

behavior, foster moral development, or rectify their mistakes. However, from a legal 

perspective, these activities are considered offenses and are subject to punishment 

under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and other specific legislation such as The Right to 

Education Act, 2009. 

Physical abuse of a child is classified into the following types: 

2.2.1.1 Abuse by the guardian and other family members: 

The term ‘guardian’ should be broadly defined to cover all forms of guardians, 

including natural guardians, testamentary guardians, and conservators. De-facto 

guardian, Court-appointed guardian, and Guardian through adoption are all options. 

Whereas a relative is someone who is linked to the kid via his or her father or mother, 
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regardless of whether they live in the same home or not. The guardian or relatives 

who are truly the kid’s well-wishers may inflict reasonable pain on the youngster to 

teach or correct him/her when they make frequent faults. The same suffering, 

however, may constitute physical assault if the pain caused is significant and results in 

long-term or internal injuries. 

Physical neglect is another kind of physical abuse by a guardian. 

Physical neglect denotes a lack of concern for the kid’s total development, such as a 

lack of sufficient medical treatment, a lack of suitable housing, malnourishment, not 

sending the child to school, not participating in employment, and so on. 

2.2.1.2Abuse by Employer: 

Child labor is a kind of physical abuse in and of itself. Child labor is illegal in our 

nation, yet it has long been practiced time. Even some law has allowed youngsters 

above the age of 14 to work under specific conditions. Children who work in the 

organized sector, the unorganized sector, or even in private households are often 

subjected to physical abuse at the hands of their employers, whether by forcing them 

to work in dangerous conditions, forcing them to work overtime, or by direct physical 

attack. 

2.2.1.3 Abuse of Rag Pickers and Street Children: 

Rag pickers and street children are the most vulnerable groups of children, 

making them perfect targets for any sort of abuse. 

Abuse or Crime 

These children are the most often abused since they lack a guardian or well- 

wisher to safeguard them from any unanticipated event. If they engage in any activity 

that others do not approve of, they are often attacked or beaten up by police, 

municipal officials, security guards, businesses, or even by passers-by. Again, the Rag 

pickers are at risk of contracting serious infections as a result of their unsanitary living 

conditions. 

2.2.1.4 Abuse during trafficking: 

Child trafficking is a well-organized crime with several objectives. Kidnapping 

is a widespread method of human trafficking. Intoxicating and euphoric. Whatever the 

reason or form of trafficking, one thing is constant: the victim suffers from major 
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bodily ailments and agony due to a lack of food, and they often endure threats or 

beatings during or after the trafficking process. 

2.2.2 Emotional Abuse: 

Emotional abuse is also known as verbal abuse, mental abuse, and psychological 

maltreatment. It comprises behaviors or omissions to respond by parents or caregivers 

that have caused or potentially cause substantial behavioral, cognitive, emotional, or 

mental trauma. Every kid has the right to live his or her life freely, free of prejudice, 

neglect, ill treatment, or any other behavior that might expose him to emotional abuse. 

Although emotional abuse is not defined as a crime in any legislation to this day, from 

a psychiatric standpoint, such abuse has long-term negative effects on the child’s 

psyche, resulting in abnormal mental health. Among the most prevalent types of 

emotional abuse are restrictions on the enjoyment of rights, discrimination on the 

basis of race and gender, comparison with other children, forcibly sending them to 

boarding school dormitories, and so on? 

2.2.3 Sexual Abuse: 

Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) encompasses instances of sexual victimization 

involving individuals in the age range of infancy to adolescence. The behaviors 

encompass a range of actions, including instances of incestuous abuse, rape, and 

various degrees of sexual assault, ranging from minimal physical contact such as 

caressing to more explicit actions such as fondling. 

The child’s intimate areas are causing disruptions to their overall welfare. 

Additionally, it may encompass the dissemination of child pornography, the act of 

exposing one’s genitals to a minor, and engaging in inappropriate advances towards a 

child. Several definitions of CSA exist: 

P.D. Mathews defines child sexual abuse as- 

“CSA includes implying, using, inducing or coercing, any child to engage in illicit 

sexual conduct. It also includes the use of children in assisting with other persons to 

engage in explicit sex”. 

Sakshi defined CSA as- 

“Child sexual abuse includes an adult exposing his /her genitals or persuading the 

child to do the same; and adult touching the child’s genitals or making the child touch 
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the adults genitalia an adult involving a child in pornography; an adult having oral, 

vaginal, or anal intercourse with a child; any verbal or sexual or other suggestion 

made to a child by an adult and so on. Sexual abuse of children can take place in the 

family, in the neighbourhood in school, in institutions and on the street. The abuser, 

generally a male, usually violates a relationship of trust with the child, taking 

advantage of his power and position.” 

Asha Bajpai in her article, “CSA; Need for Law reforms” stated that- 

“Child Sexual abuse is an activity relating to sex organs, engaged in for sexual 

gratification, which takes advantage of and violates or deceives young children” 

The National Centre on Child Abuse and Neglect (NCCAN) defines ‘sexual 
abuse’ as – 

“Any childhood sexual experience that interferes with or has the potential for 

interfering with a child’s healthy development”. 

The United Nation has defined child sexual abuse as- 

“Contacts or interactions between a child and an older or more knowledgeable child 

or adult (a stranger, sibling or person in a position of authority, such as a parent or 

caretaker) when the child is being used as an object of gratification for an older child 

or adults sexual needs. These contacts or interactions are carried out against the 

child using force, trickery, bribes, threats or pressure” 

Prof. Finkelhor an eminent Psychiatrist in the year 1987 stated that- 

“Child Sexual Abuse is most commonly used in reference to sexual activity involving 

a child that has at least one or two characteristics; i.e. it occurs, within a relationship 

where it is deemed exploitative by virtue of an age difference or caretaking 

relationship that exist with the child; it occurs as a result of threat, coercion or 

force”. 

The Supreme Court in a case observed that – 

“Sexual abuse can be in any form like, sexual molestation or assaulted or 

encouraging, inducing or forcing the child to be used for the sexual gratification of 

another person, using a child or deliberately exposing a child to sexual activities or 

pornography or procuring or allowing a child to be procured for commercial 

exploitation and so on” 
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The latest addition to Indian law on child protection from abuse namely the POCSO 

Act although does not define the term Child Sexual Abuse but it defines sexual 

harassment of a child, as: 

“A person is said to commit sexual harassment upon a child when such person with 

sexual intent,- 

1. Utters any word or makes any sound, or makes any gesture or exhibits any 

object or part of body with the intention that such word or sound shall be 

heard, or such gesture or object or part of the body shall be seen by the child; 

or 

2. Makes a child exhibit his body or any part of his body so as it is seen by such 

person or any other person; 

3. Shows any object to a child in any form or media for pornographic purposes; 

4. Repeatedly or constantly follows or watches or contacts a child either directly 

or through electronic, digital or any other means; 

5. Threatens to use in any form of media, a real or fabricated depiction through 

electronic, film or digital or any other mode, of any part of the body of the 

child or the involvement of the child in a sexual act; 

6. Entices a child for pornographic purposes or gives gratification there for.”( 

POCSO Act 5) 

2.2.4 Different Forms of Child Sexual Abuse 

 Exploitation refers to the act of utilizing a minor for sexual purposes, 

typically involving activities such as engaging in prostitution, producing or 

distributing child pornography, or subjecting the child to sex trafficking. 

 Grooming refers to the systematic approach employed by an individual who 

intends to exploit and exert dominance over a child through the establishment 

of trust, ultimately leading to instances of sexual abuse. This may encompass 

the act of presenting gifts, displaying affection, or employing alternative 

strategies to establish a sense of trust with the child. 

 Child sexual exploitation online (CSEO) refers to the occurrence of abuse 

within the digital domain, wherein an adult employs coercion or manipulation 

to induce a child into participating in sexual activities or sharing explicit 



Chapter II Child Sexual Abuse in India, its 

Causes and Effects 40 

 

material via online platforms. 

 Incest refers to the occurrence of sexual abuse within the familial context, 

whereby a child is subjected to sexual acts perpetrated by a family member, 

including but not limited to a parent, sibling, or extended family member. 

 Child sexual assault refers to any type of sexual contact or activity with a 

child that occurs without their consent. This encompasses a range of acts, such 

as rape, attempted rape, or other forms of sexual assault. 

 Child sexual harassment refers to the sustained and unwelcome sexual 

advances or remarks specifically targeted at a child, thereby establishing an 

environment that is hostile or uncomfortable for the child. 

 Child marriage remains a prevalent practice in certain cultures and regions, 

wherein minors, particularly young girls, are compelled to enter into marital 

unions with significantly older individuals. This phenomenon frequently 

results in the initiation of premature sexual relationships and instances of 

abuse, as the child lacks the capacity to provide informed consent. 

 Child sex tourism refers to the phenomenon where individuals travel to 

foreign countries with the intention of engaging in sexual activities with 

children. This exploitative behavior takes advantage of the comparatively lax 

legal frameworks and prevalent poverty in these destinations. 

 Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) refers to the creation, dissemination, 

or possession of explicit content that depicts minors participating in sexual 

activities. The aforementioned encompasses child pornography, an illicit and 

detrimental activity. 

 Child-on-Child Sexual Abuse: On certain occasions, children or adolescents 

may exhibit sexually abusive behaviors directed towards their peers or 

younger individuals. This phenomenon may arise as a consequence of 

individuals being exposed to inappropriate content or having previously 

experienced victimization. 

2.3 The Causes of Child Sexual Abuse 

Child sexual abuse is a multifaceted and profoundly disconcerting phenomenon 

that  can  stem  from  a  range  of  underlying  factors.  To  comprehend  the  precise 
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determinants  within  a  specific  locale  such  as  Southern  Rajasthan,  it  becomes 

necessary to analyze a confluence of cultural, social, economic, and individual factors. 

 The presence of poverty and limited educational opportunities in certain 

regions may contribute to an increased prevalence of child sexual abuse. The 

condition of poverty can give rise to feelings of desperation and vulnerability, 

leading individuals to be more susceptible to exploitation. Similarly, a lack of 

access to education can contribute to a diminished understanding of child 

rights and the necessary measures for their protection. 

 Cultural Norms and Practices: Certain cultural norms and practices 

within specific communities have the potential to perpetuate detrimental 

attitudes towards children, thereby increasing their susceptibility to abuse. 

Child sexual abuse can be further exacerbated by the occurrence of early 

marriages and the presence of gender-based discrimination. 

 The concealment of child sexual abuse can be attributed to a dearth of 

knowledge regarding the matter and the absence of a conducive atmosphere 

that encourages reporting. The potential for stigma or reprisals may act as a 

deterrent for individuals who have experienced harm or have witnessed it from 

reporting their experiences. 

 Insufficient Child Protection Systems: Child protection systems that are 

weak or lack adequate resources may exhibit shortcomings in their ability to 

effectively prevent and address instances of child sexual abuse. These factors 

encompass insufficient implementation of legal measures, restricted 

availability of support services, and the lack of specialized training for 

professionals involved in addressing such instances. 

 The region of Southern Rajasthan has been identified as a potential transit 

point or final destination for both migration and trafficking activities. 

Consequently, this situation poses an increased vulnerability for children, who 

are at a heightened risk of exploitation, including instances of child sexual 

abuse. 

 The occurrence of substance abuse within a community has the potential to 

contribute  to  instances  of  child  sexual  abuse.  Individuals  who  engage  in 
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substance abuse may exhibit a higher propensity for engaging in abusive 

behaviors, thereby increasing the vulnerability of children within such 

environments. 

 The presence of power imbalances within familial or institutional settings can 

give rise to circumstances conducive to the occurrence of corrupt practices. 

Moreover, the presence of corruption within the system has the potential to 

impede the thorough investigation and successful prosecution of cases 

involving child sexual abuse. 

 The proliferation of internet usage and technological advancements has 

given rise to a pressing issue of online exploitation and grooming of minors, 

which poses a significant concern in various geographical areas, including 

Southern Rajasthan. 

2.3.1 Traditional Beliefs and Myths: The presence of traditional beliefs and myths 

within certain communities has the potential to influence and contribute to 

instances of child sexual abuse. Abusive behaviors may be justified or 

obscured by employing misconceptions related to masculinity, chastity, or 

supernatural ideologies. 

 The increased probability of child sexual abuse can be attributed to the 

existence of family dysfunction and dysfunctional relationships, which are 

characterized by detrimental dynamics such as domestic violence and 

substance abuse occurring within the household. Children living in such 

environments may exhibit a heightened degree of vulnerability. 

 Regions characterized by conflict, political instability, or humanitarian crises 

may witness an increase in the prevalence of child sexual abuse. Factors such 

as displacement, poverty, and insufficient provision of protective services in 

such circumstances can exacerbate the risks faced by children. 

 The lack of gender equality within societies can give rise to heightened 

vulnerabilities among girls, thereby increasing their susceptibility to sexual 

abuse and exploitation. The existence of gender inequality has the capacity to 

perpetuate harmful attitudes and behaviors, leading to the disadvantaged 

position of girls. 
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 The underreporting of incidents of child sexual abuse can be attributed to the 

existence of social stigma and shame, which serve as obstacles for victims in 

their efforts to seek assistance or disclose their experiences. 

 The presence of child labor and exploitative practices has been recognized as 

contributing factors that may increase the susceptibility of children to abuse 

and exploitation, including cases of sexual abuse. 

 The occurrence of urbanization and its corresponding concentration of 

population can lead to situations where children are more vulnerable to 

exploitation and abuse. 

2.3.2 Effects of Child Sexual Abuse 

Child sexual abuse can have profound and enduring consequences for its victims, 

regardless of its occurrence in various locations, such as Southern Rajasthan. The 

various impacts of these factors can give rise to significant challenges in the lives of 

individuals, encompassing physical, emotional, psychological, and social 

manifestations. The subsequent outcomes of child sexual abuse within this region are 

as follows: 

 Child sexual abuse can result in a range of physical consequences, including 

sexually transmitted infections (STIs), gynecological or urological conditions, and 

injuries resulting from the abuse. Victims may experience chronic pain, digestive 

disturbances, and sleep disorders as a result of the stress and trauma they  have 

endured. 

 The experience of child sexual abuse can lead to profound emotional and 

psychological consequences for its victims. Individuals may experience a range of 

emotions such as dread, rage, guilt, humiliation, and guilt. Frequent adverse outcomes 

include suicidal ideation and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Individuals who 

have experienced victimization may potentially exhibit challenges with self-esteem 

and engage in self-harming behaviors. 

 Behavioral Modifications: Children who have experienced the trauma of sexual 

abuse may exhibit significant alterations in their behavior. Individuals may exhibit 

excessive attachment, withdrawal from social interactions, or a tendency to isolate 

themselves. Conversely, certain individuals who have experienced victimization may 
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exhibit behaviors characterized by aggression or sexually inappropriate conduct, 

mirroring the actions they have witnessed. 

 The occurrence of child sexual abuse can significantly impair a child’s ability to 

concentrate, acquire knowledge, and achieve academic accomplishments. 

Consequently, individuals who have experienced victimization may encounter 

difficulties in their academic pursuits, leading to a decline in their scholastic 

performance. 

2.3.3 Dissociation and Memory Impairment: Certain individuals who have 

experienced trauma may exhibit memory deficits or fragmented recollections of the 

abusive events due to their coping mechanisms in response to the traumatic 

experiences. The adolescent may perceive this as a perplexing and distressing 

experience. 

 Drug Abuse: Individuals who have experienced abuse may engage in drug 

misuse as a means of coping with the psychological distress and trauma resulting 

from the abusive experiences. 

 The phenomenon of victimization poses a potential risk for individuals who have 

experienced sexual abuse during childhood, as it may render them more susceptible to 

future victimization. Victims, owing to their vulnerability, may develop recurring 

tendencies of engaging in abusive relationships or becoming targets of predatory 

individuals. 

2.4 Impact on Relationships: The repercussions of child sexual abuse can have an 

influence on the victims’ interpersonal bonds with their family members, friends, 

and romantic partners. Trust issues, challenges related to attachment, and the 

struggle to maintain healthy relationships are commonly observed phenomena. 

 Individuals who have experienced victimization may exhibit a tendency to 

withdraw from social engagements due to a lack of trust in others or concerns 

regarding potential judgment and rejection. 

2.5 Economic Implications: The enduring consequences of child sexual abuse can 

potentially impede an individual’s ability to secure and maintain employment, pursue 

educational opportunities, and sustain consistent work, thereby potentially 

compromising  their  earning  potential.  It  is  imperative  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
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ramifications of child sexual abuse can be intricate and diverse. There exists 

variability in the level of resilience among victims, leading to differential responses 

among individuals. The prompt and appropriate intervention, along with access to 

expert counseling and support services, can significantly contribute to the healing and 

rehabilitation process of child sexual abuse victims in Southern Rajasthan. 

2.6 Why do Child sexual abuse cases go unreported in India? 

 Due to the prevailing social stigma surrounding instances of such maltreatment, 

the criminal justice system consistently falls short in adequately addressing the 

requirements of children who have experienced sexual abuse. 

 Due to the presence of shame and associated social stigma, it is not surprising 

that the underreporting of child sexual abuse (CSA) is prevalent, particularly 

when the abuse occurs within the familial setting. 

The issue at hand is not limited to India alone; rather, it is prevalent in collectivist 

societies throughout Asia, where the well-being of the family takes precedence over 

acknowledging an individual’s personal experience in order to shield them from the 

shame associated with instances of sexual assault. 

2.7 Landmark Case:  Tuka Ram and Anr V State of Maharasthra, 1979 

This case is also known as the Mathura case. 

A minor from an indigenous community was subjected to sexual assault while 

in custody, perpetrated by two law enforcement officers. The presiding judge in the 

case determined that the woman had provided her consent, thereby bringing attention 

to the legal framework surrounding rape in India. Subsequently, the Bombay High 

Court rendered a decision highlighting the failure of session court judges to 

distinguish between rape and consensual sexual intercourse, particularly in their 

interpretation of consent and passive submission. 

The aforementioned findings led to the defendants being convicted of rape. 

Subsequently, the Supreme Court determined that the female individual potentially 

instigated the male individuals, as there was an absence of evidence regarding an 

assault on the female’s person or any discernible attempt to counteract the situation. 

The alteration of our rape laws has been a significant outcome resulting from the 

aforementioned judgmental justification. Several examples are listed below: 
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The Criminal Law (Second Amendment) Act of 1983 introduced an amendment 

to the Indian Evidence Act, specifically in the form of section 114(A). This provision 

pertains to cases involving rape prosecutions, wherein it has been previously 

established that the accused party participated in sexual activity. In such instances, if 

the victim asserts that she did not provide consent, the court is mandated to presume, 

as a rebuttable presumption of law, that she indeed did not give her consent. 

The amendment made to Section 376(2) of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 

incorporated the offense of custodial rape, which pertains to instances where the 

perpetration of rape takes place while the victim is under the custody of the state. 

Individuals who violate section 376(2) are subject to both monetary penalties 

and severe incarceration, ranging from a minimum of ten years to a potential life 

sentence. The Act modified the allocation of the burden of proof, which traditionally 

rests with the prosecution. In instances of rape where sexual intercourse has been 

established, the burden of proof will now shift to the accused party. 

Consequently, the Mathura rape case held significant social and legal 

implications. The occurrence of widespread demonstrations and public outrage in 

response to large- scale rape cases in India marked a significant turning point. This 

event paved the way for substantial enhancements to Indian rape legislation through 

the enactment of the Criminal Legislation (Second Amendment) Act of 1983. 

2.8 Review of Indian Data 

India has 440 million children, accounting for 19% of the world’s child 

population. According to a UNICEF study done between 2005 and 2013, CSA among 

Indian girls was 42%. 

According to a 2007 study by the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(MWCD) of the Government of India, the prevalence of all sorts of child abuse is 

very high (physical assault [66%], sexual abuse [50%], and emotional abuse [50%]). 

This large state-sponsored survey in India found that 53% of persons had CSA. 

More over 20% of boys reported significant sexual abuse, such as sexual assault, 

being forced to touch or reveal their private parts, and being photographed in their 

underpants. In both big polls, the majority of the abusers were either known to the 

child or in positions of trust or authority. Coworkers, personal friends, neighbors, 
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relatives, and acquaintances are among the most common abusers, according to 

several data. The Honourable Delhi High Court remarked that child incestuous rape 

was recorded in 215 of the 1704 rape cases registered in the city’s capital in 2014. 

Child sexual abuse is a major topic all throughout the globe, including India. 

Several reasons lead to child sexual abuse instances being underreported in India:  

Stigma and Shame: One of the key causes for underreporting is the societal stigma 

involved  with  disclosing  sexual  abuse.  Victims  and  their  families  often  fear 

humiliation, social isolation, and harm to their reputation, which may discourage them 

from reporting the abuse. 

Fear of reprisal: Perpetrators, particularly if they are known to the victim or in a 

position of authority, may threaten reprisal against the victim or their family if they 

speak out. 

Lack of Awareness: Many people, including parents and caregivers, may be 

uninformed about child sexual abuse, its symptoms, and its consequences. Lack of 

knowledge might make it difficult to recognize and report such situations. 

Distrust of Authorities: Some victims and their families may lack confidence in the 

authorities or the court system to handle their cases properly and respectfully. This 

mistrust may hinder reporting. 

Inadequate Reporting methods: In certain areas of the nation, reporting methods and 

support services for victims of child sexual abuse may be inadequate or difficult to 

obtain. 

Social Power Dynamics: In certain circumstances, the offender may wield enormous 

social or economic power, making it difficult for victims to come forward owing to 

fear of victim-blaming and a lack of support. 

Cultural and religious beliefs may impact the perception of child sexual abuse and 

alter the reporting procedure. 

Legal complications: The legal procedure may be difficult and time-consuming, 

contributing to victims’ and their families’ reluctance to disclose abuse. 

Dearth of Child-Friendly Reporting Spaces: There may be a dearth of child-friendly 

reporting spaces where victims may feel secure and comfortable discussing their 

experiences. 
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Poor Communication: In certain circumstances, children may be unable to explain 

their experiences adequately, and adults may fail to notice the indicators of abuse. 

Gender Inequality: Gender inequality may play a key influence in underreporting in a 

patriarchal country like India. Due to highly established cultural standards, victim- 

blaming attitudes, and uneven power relations, female victims may encounter extra 

hurdles. 

Lack of Trust in Institutions: There may be a lack of trust in child welfare 

institutions such as schools, daycare facilities, and social services. Victims and their 

families may be hesitant to disclose abuse inside these institutions for fear of penalties 

or a lack of responsibility. 

Limited Support services: In many regions of India, there are few services devoted to 

assisting victims of child sexual abuse. A lack of access to counseling, therapy, and 

rehabilitation programs may discourage people from reporting. 

Professionals Who Are Inadequately taught: Some professionals who come into 

contact with abused children, such as teachers, healthcare workers, and law 

enforcement officers, may be insufficiently taught to spot indicators of abuse and 

react effectively. 

Abuse Normalization: In certain cases, child sexual abuse may be normalized or 

dismissed as a minor problem, particularly in specific communities or family 

circumstances, leading to the idea that reporting would not result in any significant 

impact. 

In circumstances when the abuser is a family member or close cousin, disclosing 

the abuse may lead to severe family difficulties and pressure to keep quiet in order to 

maintain the family’s image. 

Concerns about privacy and secrecy often dissuade victims from reporting abuse, 

particularly in close-knit societies where news spreads rapidly. 

2.9 Misuse of POCSO Act, 2012 
 

 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO) was created in 

response to an urgent need from a community besieged by a growing number of 

heinous crimes against young children. Fear of such crimes, in which children are 

transformed into mere objects to satisfy the desires of perverted minds at a time when 
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kids should be learning and playing, was suffocating the country’s future. 

The enactment was a success in many aspects. The Act was designed primarily 

to protect children from crimes like as sexual assault, sexual harassment, 

pornography, and other activities that jeopardize and harm the child’s safety and 

well-being. The Act recognizes these actions as heinous and repulsive, and it 

aims to handle them effectively via the judicial system. It aims to establish 

Special Courts to try such offences in conformity with the law. While the Act 

has several issues, there is no doubt that it has recognized the depravity of such 

offenses and created a separate legal pathway for victims who are young children 

and may be intimidated and further traumatized by the tedious and lengthy judicial 

process that follows. 

The Act includes a detailed and categorical classification of offenses, appropriate 

punishments, recognition of the threat of child pornography, the establishment of 

Special Courts for trying POCSO cases, other infrastructure, procedural safeguards to 

ensure justice and protect the interests of the child victim, and other features. These 

are really appreciated. Though we may want for a utopian society in which children 

are happy and free, with no such threats to their innocent smiles, reality is much 

harsher. Given this tragic reality, the Act sets a strong legal framework to deter crime 

and bring perpetrators to justice. 

Regardless, there are times when the legislation is plainly being misused. This 

study focuses on one such violation of the POCSO Act. In many situations handled by 

POCSO, children have been compelled to make false charges, resulting in bogus 

complaints being made against innocent persons who are branded as horrific 

perpetrators and their identities dragged through the dirt. This is occasionally done to 

exact retribution or to sway other cases such as marital issues, property disputes, and 

so on. Such statements are, without a doubt, a misuse of fundamental justice notions. 

There is no disputing, however, that such events are growing increasingly regular. 

This is a major problem that jeopardizes the integrity of the Act. 

It is worth mentioning that legislators acknowledged and included the potential of 

fake reports into the POCSO Act. Several sections of the Act require the public to 

report any suspicions or information they may have about the commission of such a 
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crime. It should be emphasized that no one will face civil or criminal liability for 

giving such information in good faith as indicated in S 19. S 22 does, however, 

provide for a punishment if false complaints or information are submitted. A child is 

exempt in this regard. A false complaint filed by anybody else with the intent to 

humiliate, extort, threaten, or slander is punishable by up to six months in jail or a 

fine, or both. False information or a false complaint filed against a child, if such 

allegation is known to him to be false, may result in up to a year in prison, a fine, or 

both, victimizing the child. 

Following a careful analysis of POCSO cases before the Supreme Court of 

India1 and the Kerala High Court, other comparable incidents were uncovered. The 

Court in  Samsher Singh Verma v State of Haryana considered the possibility that 

the allegation was false and thus allowed the accused to present evidence in the form 

of a recorded conversation that could reveal that the complaint was brought up 

solely to subdue the accused in a property dispute. 

We discovered that a continuous marital quarrel encouraged the parties to level 

false charges against one another in order to obtain an advantage in the matrimonial 

struggle in a number of cases. 

Some examples include Jaseer Aboobaker v State of Kerala, in which it was 

claimed that fraudulent accusations were made in order to interfere with the father’s 

visiting rights. The Court thinks that “serious allegations have been leveled for the 

purpose of obtaining a favorable order in the petition for custody pending before the 

Family Court and cannot be casually dismissed.” In Anu P. Kumar v State of Kerala, 

the accused denied sexually assaulting his 15-year-old daughter, claiming the 

allegation was false and fabricated in a plot to exact revenge on his wife, with whom 

he had a strained relationship due to matrimonial disputes. In this case, the Court 

evaluates the excessive delay in filing the complaint, as well as a number of other 

factors, and determines that the 19-month delay in registering the action is especially 

notable. Following a review of prior SC rulings in this area, the HC decides that 

“often than not, result in embellishments and exaggerations, which are the creations of 

                                                           
1 The Supreme Court of India (ISO: Bhārata kā Sarvōcca Nyāyālaya) is the supreme judicial authority and 

the highest court of the Republic of India. It is the final court of appeal for all civil and criminal cases in 

India. It also has the power of judicial review. 
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afterthoughts.” The delayed report not only misses the advantages of spontaneity, but 

it also runs the danger of incorporating coloured versions of inflated descriptions of 

happenings or a contrived tale as a consequence of considerations and consultation, 

casting major concerns on the validity of the prosecution case.’ Suhara and Ors. v 

Muhammed Jalee is another compelling case in which the Court addresses this issue 

directly, stating that “there is a growing tendency in recent years to foist false crimes 

against the biological father alleging sexual abuse of own child misusing the 

provisions of the POCSO Act when the serious fight for custody of the ward is 

pending resolution before the Family Courts.” As a consequence, it promotes great 

caution and a careful examination of the facts and circumstances in order to 

completely exclude the possibility of a false complaint. 

Consider the case of Varun Bansal v Vibha Bansal, in which the parties 

divorced and the mother was granted custody of their daughter. The father had 

visitation privileges but chose to seek for nightly custody of his child. Throughout the 

case, the Court comes to the conclusion that the child was repeating what her mother 

told her. The mother seems intent to deny the father custody of the child by accusing 

him of abuse and harassment. It depicts the awful situation in which parental 

indoctrination causes young children to see their own parents as enemies. According 

to the Court, “the parents are only caregivers and have no statutory right to custody of 

the child.” The most crucial consideration is the child’s well-being. It is the Court’s 

job to protect the interests of the kid. Parents may not use their child to gain an 

advantage over others, especially while launching POCSO actions against the father. 

In our judgment, the Court must proceed with considerable care when examining the 

accusations filed against the child’s father.’ Similarly, in the case of Swarup Mohan v 

State of Kerala, where the alleged victim was the accused’s 13-year-old son and his 

parents’ relationship was strained, the facts and circumstances raised a high 

probability that this was a false allegation made by making the child a tool in the 

hands of his mother, who had her own ends to achieve as she wanted to live in peace 

with her current partner after the divorce. According to the Court, “the complaint is 

full of inconsistencies and embellishments.” The long delay in adopting the Act, as 

well as the events that happened in the meantime, bring me to the conclusion that 
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relying just on the victim’s tale would be imprudent. It is possible that the applicant 

made a false conclusion.’ 

Scheming parents train their children to lie skillfully and to believe they are the 

victims of a heinous crime that never occurred. In Ramlal N.R. v State of Kerala and 

Ors, a false complaint was lodged against a school van driver, and the facts, together 

with eyewitness accounts, seemed to show the allegation’s falsity. When questioned 

by the Court about the veracity of her accusation, the victim admits that a police 

official persuaded her to modify her evidence since her original claim (that the 

accused hit her hand with his shoulder) would not have resulted in any punishment. 

The Court observes that in cases when fraudulent accusations are made, the genuine 

victims are the alleged accused. The accused in Periyadinesh v State of Kerala and 

Ors claims that the allegations were false and baseless, and that they were “made out 

of misunderstandings in the mind of the young child,” and that “the parents of the 

child have now sworn to affidavits stating that the allegations are made out of 

misunderstandings and that they have no objections to the grant of bail to the 

petitioner, etc.” It is uncertain what the outcome would have been if there had been a 

bail petition. 

It seems to be a gross breach of the law and of the innocence of young children, 

as well as an act designed to undermine the very purpose of this legislation. However, 

we can see that courts have taken a proactive approach to addressing this growing 

threat, seeking to reduce the possibility of false allegations without endangering 

justice for either the victim or the accused perpetrator. However, it is still critical to 

put a stop to this detrimental habit. Higher penalties, for example, may be levied for 

making false assertions with malicious intent. This must be done with caution, since it 

will almost definitely dissuade people from reporting such crimes aggressively. 

Furthermore, judges must delve carefully into the facts and circumstances 

surrounding the alleged crime, as well as any pertinent data regarding the people 

involved. This feature must be included in the appropriate authorities’ training 

manuals and handbooks, as well as rigorous investigative or procedural safeguards to 

ensure that fraudulent claims do not escape through the legal sieve. Using 

psychiatrists and other such professionals to examine the child’s conduct and establish 

whether or not the child is speaking the truth may be effective in this regard. Other 
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options include educating judges and other legal specialists about the psychological 

foundations  of  lying,  frequent  symptoms  of  lying,  and  successful  tactics  for 

questioning and obtaining the truth. 

Misuse of even the most severe legislation for one’s own, mostly negative, ends 

has long been a problem in our legal system. POCSO has not been an exception. 

However, the Act’s primary goal is to provide a sound framework for dealing with the 

danger of child sexual abuse and bringing offenders to justice. As long as there is 

crime, the law must be enforced. Meanwhile, to ensure that the essential spirit and 

purpose of the Act are not undermined by evident misuse, processes must be devised 

and rigorously implemented to completely remove the plague of false allegations and 

the severe consequences that come from them. 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act of 2012 is an 

important legislative framework in India that strives to protect children from sexual 

abuse and exploitation. While the legislation serves an important function in 

protecting children, there have been concerns raised concerning its potential abuse. 

The following are some of the places where the POCSO Act has been reported or seen 

to be abused: 

False complaints: The POCSO Act, like any legal measure, has the possibility of 

false complaints being made. Individuals with ill purpose may utilize the behavior in 

certain situations to settle personal scores, harass someone, or gain an edge in a 

disagreement. 

Misinterpretation of harmless Behavior: The wide definition of crimes under the 

POCSO Act may occasionally lead to harmless conduct being misunderstood as 

sexual offenses, particularly when there is a lack of sufficient knowledge or context. 

Fabricated or Exaggerated Claims: Some people may exaggerate or create situations 

in order to depict them as more serious than they were, resulting in unfair 

repercussions for the accused. 

Excessive Policing and Prosecution: In certain situations, the police and prosecution 

may be excessive in their pursuit of charges under the POCSO Act, which may result 

in unjust targeting of persons without adequate proof. 

Misuse in Custody fights: In contentious custody fights, one party may exploit false 
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claims made under the POCSO Act to gain an edge in court and acquire custody of a 

child. 

Sensationalism in the Media: Sensationalist media reporting may occasionally lead 

to biased coverage of cases, impacting public opinion and interfering with fair trial 

procedures. 

Lack of Child-Friendly Investigation: In certain circumstances, the investigation 

process may fail to fully reflect the child’s viewpoint and rights, resulting to possible 

differences in case management. 

2.10 Loopholes in POCSO Act, 2012 

Despite being a strong Act, various flaws have been discovered by police officers 

and other parties involved in its execution. 

Some of the loopholes are noted below: 

 There is no remedy in the Act if there is no woman doctor on duty at the 

government or private hospital to evaluate the victim girl kid, since section 27 (2) 

of the POCSO Act requires a lady doctor to examine a female victim child. 

 Sexual contact between two minors or between an adolescent and an adult is 

prohibited under the Act. The POCSO Act makes no provision for consent by people 

under the age of 18 and is also mute on the possibility of two children participating in 

any type of sexual conduct. As a result, it restricts the personal liberty of persons 

under the age of 18 by criminalizing consensual sex between them and making them 

victims of social persecution. 

 In the case of XYZ v. State of Maharashtra & Anr, the Bombay High Court 

stated that the majority of nations have placed the age of consent at 14-16 years. 

Children under the age of 14 are deemed capable of consenting to sex in nations such 

as Germany, Italy, Portugal, and Hungary. In London and Wales, the legal age of 

consent is 16. Japan has established the age of consent at 13. The age of consent in 

Bangladesh is 16, as it is in Sri Lanka. As a result, the court ruled that the age of 

consent for sex under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO 

Act) and the Indian Penal Code (IPC) should be reconsidered because a large number 

of cases coming to courts involve minor girls under the age of 18 who have had 

consensual sex in romantic relationships, and the courts were becoming overburdened 

as a result of such cases. 
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 Child marriage and marital consummation are banned under this Act, but are 

permitted under the personal laws of different groups in India. The POCSO Act of 

2012 makes no mention of this. 

 The Act is more concerned with biological age than mental age. According to 

clinical psychologists, a young girl aged 22-23 years may have the mental ability of a 

four-year-old child, yet she will not get redress or justice under the POCSO Act if she 

is exposed to sexual offenses described by the Act. 

 It is well known that most cases are not reported due to shame, embarrassment, 

anger, and frustration, but family members will be punished if they do not report the 

case as mandated in section 21 (1) of the Act, which has made mandatory reporting of 

FIR in such cases by family members or the head of the office under whose 

jurisdiction the offence occurred. Family members of victims often do not want to 

disclose incidents for fear of re-victimization during medical examinations, court 

appearances, and the response of a poorly educated society. 

 It is well known that most cases are not reported due to shame, embarrassment, 

anger, and frustration, but family members will be punished if they do not report the 

case as mandated in section 21 (1) of the Act, which has made mandatory reporting of 

FIR in such cases by family members or the head of the office under whose 

jurisdiction the offence occurred. Family members of victims often do not want to 

disclose incidents for fear of re-victimization during medical examinations, court 

appearances, and the response of a poorly educated society. 

 Contrary to the normal premise of ‘innocent until proven guilty,’ accused people 

are regarded guilty under this Act until they are proven innocent. Furthermore, the 

accused has the duty of proving their innocence, making the Act very punitive. The 

standards of natural justice are breached here. 

 According  to  Section  22  (2)  of  the  POCSO  Act,  2012,  no  penalty  may be 

imposed on minors who make false complaints or submit misleading information. 

However, the same clause of the POCSO Act punishes anyone who submit a false 

complaint in order to humiliate, extort, threaten, or slander another person. Because 

the kid is protected from such penalty, many persons take advantage of this exemption 

and make fraudulent complaints via the underage child. 

 Because the POCSO Act is silent on the documentation necessary to prove the 
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victim’s or accused’s age, both the victim and the accused confront several 

challenges. In this respect, courts often rely on Rule 12 of the Juvenile Justice (Care 

and Protection of Children) Rules, 2007. This regulation recognizes the child’s birth 

certificate, school certificate, or matriculation certificate as evidence of age. In the 

absence of these papers, even a passport, which is a legal document, is not recognized, 

and the kid must take an ossification test to confirm his or her age. This test gives an 

approximate estimate of the child’s age, giving the accused the benefit of the doubt. 

There is no specific provision in the Act regarding which papers should be evaluated 

for demonstrating the child’s age and whether or not the benefit of the doubt should 

be awarded. 

 However, a division bench of the Supreme Court comprised of Justices S. 

Ravindra Bhat and Aravind Kumar ruled that a School Transfer Certificate cannot be 

used to determine the age of a victim under the POCSO Act, 2012, and that whenever 

a dispute about a person’s age arises in the context of her or him being a victim under 

the POCSO Act, the courts must follow the steps outlined in Section 94 of the 

Juvenile Justice Act (Care and Protection). 

Due to the Act’s harsh rules, under-trial offenders housed in prisons in POCSO Act 

cases must stay in jails for an extended length of time due to non-grant of bail and 

regular trial, resulting in congestion and constant problems for jail officials. Obtaining 

bail in such circumstances, especially if involved in a false charge, is very difficult. 

 There is a provision for providing ‘support people’ to victim children, however 

support persons are seldom supplied, resulting in the acquittal of accused individuals 

in a vast majority of instances. According to Rule 4 (8) of the POCSO Rules, 2020, 

the Child Welfare Committee may provide a support person to assist the child during 

the  investigation  process  and  in  dealing  with  the  trauma  of  the  case,  but  it  is 

commonly seen that a support person is not provided to the victim, resulting in 

acquittal of most of the cases registered under this Act and psychological and mental 

pressure on the victim and her family throughout the entire investigation and judicial 

process. According to the Supreme Court of India, ‘support people’ were given to 

victims in just 4% of the cases registered under the POCSO Act, 2012. The’support 

people’ should be supplied to the victims in order to reduce the frequency of 
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acquittals under this Act, since they stand by the victims throughout the judicial 

process. 

 Section 33 (8) allows for victim restitution. The Act is silent on the amount of 

compensation to be granted to the victim kid and who would receive the money on the 

child’s behalf. The Act is prejudiced in favour of the victim and breaches natural 

justice principles by failing to act in line with justice, equity, and good conscience. 

 Under the POCSO Act, naked contact is deemed sexual penetration. For 

example, if a parent pats his kid on the back, cheek, or head to express love or to bless 

him, he may be imprisoned. The law intended to have a deterrent effect by preserving 

the provisions of heavy punishments and penalties against accused individuals, but in 

fact, most cases end in acquittal, resulting in a failure to provide redress and justice to 

the victims. 

 It is not specified in the Act how public workers or officers in positions of 

authority would be prosecuted if they conduct an aggravated assault against a young 

victim under this Act. 

 The Act does not specify who is accountable for ensuring and reporting on 

whether POCSO cases were investigated in accordance with the terms of the POCSO 

Act. 

 According to Section 29 of the POCSO Act, 2012, the Special Court must infer 

that the accused people committed or tried to commit the crime until the opposite is 

shown, if they are prosecuted for committing, abetting, or trying to commit the 

offence. While wealthy accused individuals may afford to hire skilled lawyers to 

defend them in court, a poor man would be unable to avoid the restrictions of the 

POCSO Act if he is implicated owing to his inability to afford a decent lawyer. 

 According to section 35 of the POCSO Act, 2012, the evidence of the victim 

child shall be recorded within 30 days of the Special Court taking cognizance of the 

offence, and the Special Court shall complete the trial within a period of one year 

from the date of taking cognizance of the offence, but the number of pending cases 

under the POCSO Act continues to accumulate despite this provision, the Act makes 

no mention of compensating the accused if he is wrongfully charged. 
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CHAPTER III 

LEGISLATIONS AND LAWS RELATED TO CHILD 

SEXUAL ABUSE 

3.1 Constitution of India 
3.2 Article 14 
3.3 Equality before law 
3.4 Equal protection of the laws 
3.5 Article 15- Special Laws for Children 
3.6 Protection under Article 21 
3.7 Right to food for needy children 
3.8 Protection against physical attacks  
3.9 Right to education was recognized to be implied in right to life: 
3.10 Article 21-A Right to free and compulsory education 
3.11 Article 23 
3.12 Article 24 
3.13 Directives Principles of State Policy  

Children’s Wellbeing:  
Article 45 
Article 46 

3.14.      Fundamental Duties  
              Obscenity:  
               Abetment to Suicide 
              Offences relating to children  
             Prohibitions on Child Trafficking 
3.15. Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 
3.16. Indian Evidence Act, 1872 
3.17.  Preliminary examination to test the capacity of a child 

witness The importance of kid evidence 
The Supreme Court held in Bhagwan Singh v. State of M.P. 
Juvenile Justice (Child Care and Protection) Act, 2015: 

3.18   The salient feature of Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 
 Principles to be followed 
 Juvenile Justice Board 
 Procedure of inquiry and trial 
 Child welfare Committee 
 Welfare institutions 
 Adoption 
 Confidentiality 
 Offences under JJ Act, 2015: 

                3.19 Probation of offenders Act, 1958 Section 3,4,5,6,12 

The Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act of 
2005 The Factory Act of 1948 
The Minimum Wages Act of 1948 
The subject of discussion is the Mines Act of 1952. 
The Apprentices Act of 1961 
The Beedi & Cigar Workers (Conditions of Employment) Act, 
1966 The Child Labour (Regulation & Prohibition) Act, 1986 
The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 
Pre- conception and Pre- Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and 
Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 
Family Laws: 
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The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 
The Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 
1956 Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 
1956 
The Guardians and Wards Act, 1890 
The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 
2006 Information Technology Act, 
2000 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 

3.19 Child Pornography 
Section15- Punishment for storage of pornographic material 
involving child: Abetment and Attempt of Offences 
Section 17 
Section 18 
Reporting of 
Cases Section 20 
Conclusions 

This chapter will examine the current legislative framework concerning 

child sexual abuse in southern Rajasthan. The researcher will do a 

comprehensive review of the existing legislative framework to determine 

whether it is sufficient in addressing the problem of child sexual abuse. Nearly 

30% of the world is children. To maintain and enhance posterity, they should 

be safeguarded. They’re crucial to society and culture’s future. Thus, 

children deserve social fairness. The Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the 

Child, 1924, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, 

acknowledged the need to safeguard children. The 1989 UN treaty on child 

rights was a major step forward. States parties must safeguard children from 

sexual abuse under the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Thus, all nations should adopt national, bilateral, and international measures to 

prevent perversion and enticement to participate in unlawful sexual practices. 

December 11, 1992, India ratified CRC. Thus, our government must ensure 

that the convention’s child sexual violence rights are established in our legal 

system. Parliament passed various child-protection measures to support this 

agreement. 

3.1 Constitution of India 

The constitutional provisions are discussed here under: 

Preamble: 

India has the longest and biggest constitution.  The Indian Constitution’s 

framers included several important measures for changing childhood, child 

rearing, and ending child labor.1976’s 42nd Amendment added ‘socialist’ to 

the preamble. 

In D.S. Nakara V. Union of India, the socialist state of India seeks to 
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abolish economic inequality and provide workers with an acceptable 

standard of life. The Constituent Assembly recognized the significance of 

children and set measures to educate them and end child labor in India. 

3.2 Article 14 

The law must safeguard all Indians, especially children, without 

prejudice or irrationality. The Indian Constitution guarantees this right to 

safeguard children’s dignity and integrity. Indian society discriminates against 

disadvantaged children. “The  state  shall  not  refuse  to  any individual  within  

the  territory of  India  equal treatment under the law or equal protection under 

the law,” Article 14 states. Article 14 uses “equality before the law” and “equal 

protection of the law”. 
“Equality before the law” is a negative term that implies no special 

privilege for people and equal subjectivity of all classes to the law. “Equal 

protection of the law” implies equal treatment under equal circumstances and 

is more positive both terms emphasize equal justice. 

3.3 Equality before Law- 

Equal treatment under the law means that like should be treated 

equally. All people of full age and understanding should have the right to be 

sue and to be sued, prosecute and be prosecuted for the similarly, regardless 

color, religion, money, social position, or political influence 

3.4 Equal protection of the Laws- 

The rule states that two things that are similar should be treated the 

same, but it does not state that dissimilar things should be treated the same. 

The rule of law puts a responsibility on the state to take particular measures to 

prevent and punish brutality by the police tactics. 

These measures must be taken in order to fulfill the state’s obligation 

under the rule of law. Since the “basic feature” of the Indian constitution is the 

rule of law, which is stated in article 14, it cannot be abolished even if the 

constitution is amended in accordance with article 368 of the constitution, 

which states that this cannot occur. The phrase “any person” appears in Article 

14 of the Constitution, indicating that the Constitution’s  promise  of  equal  

protection  under  the  law  is  applicable  to  any individual, as well as any 

corporation, organization, or group of persons. 

This provision also applies to groups of people. Article 14’s 

protection is extended to both citizens and those who are not citizens of the 

country, as well as to natural persons and legal persons. Everyone is guaranteed 
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to be treated equally before the law, regardless of factors such as race, color, or 

nationality. 

3.5 Article 15- Special Laws for Children 

Discrimination is prohibited under Article 15 of the Indian Constitution. 

There is nothing in this article that prevents the state from making special 

arrangements for women and children, as stated in Article 15(3). 

Article 15(3) makes it very clear that “special provision” does not 

imply unequal treatment, but is designed for the well-being and development of 

children in India. Several acts have been enacted by parliament as a result of 

this Article. 

3.6 Protection under Article 21 

According to Article 21, “no one shall be deprived of his life or personal 

liberty except in accordance with the procedure established by law.” 
Prior to Maneka Gandhi’s ruling, Article 21 safeguarded people’ right to 

life and personal liberty only against arbitrary presidential action, not 

legislative action. The state may infringe on people’ liberties if its behavior is 

supported by a lawful law. 

Following Maneka Gandhi’s ruling, Article 21 now protects people’ right to 

liberty and personal liberty not just against administrative action but also 

from legislative action. 

A person’s life and personal liberty
1
 may be taken away if two 

requirements are met: first, there must be a law, and second, there must be a 

method established by the law, given that the procedure is just, fair, and 

reasonable. 

The right provided by Article 21 is open to both ‘citizens’ and ‘non-

citizens’. The Apex Court, via Judicial Activism, has put various rights 

necessitating child protection under the umbrella of Article 21. A few of these 

rights are detailed below: 

3.7 Right to food for needy children 

In an important judgment in the PUCL v. Union of India the Supreme 

Court found in the case that hungry people had the right to eat under Article 

21 and that states should be exempted. Free, particularly if it is unused and 

deteriorating. In such a case, the court determined that all old, vulnerable, 

handicapped, homeless women, homeless men, pregnant and lactating women, 

and homeless children would be fed. 

                                                           
1
 Personal liberty means the freedom to make choices and decisions about your own life 
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As a consequence, the court ordered the states to make any extra food 

held in buckets accessible via Public Distribution System (PDS) outlets 

immediately in order 

to combat hunger and malnutrition
2
. 

3.8 Protection against physical attacks enrute school. 

In Swapan Kumar Saha v. South Point Montessori High School and others 

ruled that it is the school administration’s responsibility to guarantee that 

students may leave securely. The court decided that overcrowding on school 

buses violated the right of schoolchildren to operate school buses safely under 

Article 21 of the Constitution. The judge ordered the state to take 

appropriate measures to put the Motor Vehicles Act of 1988 into effect 

Justice ordered school administrators to follow the law. 

3.9 Right to education was recognized to be implied in right to life: 

In Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka person’s right to life and dignity under 

Article 21 may only be achieved if it is complemented by the right to 

education. The Court concluded that the right to education at all levels is a 

basic right under Article 21 of 

the Constitution, and that charging a per capita admission fee to reflect people’s 

right to education is illegal
.
 

In Unni Krishnan V. State of Andhra Pradesh states in which a 

court of justice has declared the right to education to be a fundamental right of 

children aged 6 to 14 years. The court disagreed with Mohini Jain’s conclusion 

that every child of all ages has the right to education, instead stating that the 

right to free education is only and only accessible to children under the age 

14, and so rejected Mohini Jain’s complaint. According to the court, the 

state’s obligation beyond the age of 14 is determined by economic 

performance and advancement 

Despite the fact that the Supreme Court declared in the Unni Krishnan 

case that the access to education is a basic right for children aged 6 to 14, the 

situation has not changed. Education was declared a basic right by all parties. 

As a consequence, the government passed the 2002 Constitutional 

Amendment (86th Amendment) making education a basic right. 

3.10 Article 21-A Right to free and compulsory education 

                                                                                                                                                                       
without interference from others. 

2
 Malnutrition is a serious condition that occurs when someone's diet doesn't have the right 

amount of nutrients. It can be caused by a lack of nutrients in the diet, or when the body can't 
absorb nutrients from food. 
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The Constitution Act of 2002 (86
th 

Amendment) introduced a new 

provision 21A following Article 21 and declared education a basic right for all 

children aged 6 to 14. “All children aged 6 to 14 will receive free and 

compulsory education in the manner established.” by the government,” it 

said. Education is often regarded as a basic human right. Education is a 

critical component in the success of a democratic government. 

A well-informed person should vote for representatives to create the 

government. Education gives people personal dignity and helps to the growth of 

their nation. It is the obligation of the Constitution’s founders, who recognize 

the significance of education, to give it to all children up to the age of 14 

within 10 years after incorporation under Article 45, as one of the State’s 

commandments. To offer free and obligatory education to students who have 

completed six years of school. The objective was to eradicate illiteracy across 

the nation. 

Article 26 of the UDHR and Articles 13 and 14 of the ICESCR codify the 

right to education in international law. These articles require education for 

all children, regardless of religion, caste, gender, or socioeconomic position. 

Article 21-A assures that no child is denied a basic education and that 

everyone receives an elementary education. 

3.11 Article 23 

Article 23 of the constitution forbids trafficking in human beings and beggars, 

as well as other types of forced labor. 

‘Trade in human beings’ refers to the sale and purchase of men and 

women as commodities, and includes immoral trade in women and children for 

immoral or other objectives Though slavery is not expressly mentioned in 

article 23, But included in the expression ‘traffic in human being’ 
Individuals are protected under Article 23 not only from the state, but 

also from private citizens. It places a direct obligation on the state to undertake 

measures to remove the ills of “human trafficking,” as well as begging and 

other forms of forced labour, wherever they may be present. 

In Peoples Union for Democratic Rights v. Union of India, the 

Supreme Court went into great detail on the meaning and scope of Article 

23. The court decided that article 23 has a broad and limitless scope, outlawing 

“human trafficking” as well as “begging and other forms of forced labor” 
wherever they may exist. Article 23 forbids not just “begging,” but all forms of 

forced work. 

The Supreme Court ruled in Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of 
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India that when a public interest litigation alleging the existence of bonded 

labor is filed in court, the government should welcome it because it will 

allow the government to investigate the existence of a bonded labor system 

and take appropriate steps to eliminate it. This is the government’s 

constitutional obligation under  Article  23, which prohibits ‘forced labor’ in 

any form. Provision 23 abolished the bonded labor 

system, while no significant effort was made to put this provision into 

operation. Only in 1976 did parliament approve the Bonded Labour System 

(Termination) Act, which called for the abolition of the bonded labor 

system in order to end economic and physical exploitation of the lower 

sections of the population. 

3.12 Article 24 

The clause states that “no child under the age of 14 shall be employed in any 

factory, mine, or hazardous occupation.” Construction and railroad work are 

two examples of dangerous situations. This article does not prohibit harmless 

work. This Article regulates and prohibits child labor in India. 

Child labor is defined as work that takes away children’s youth, 

potential, and dignity. This jeopardizes their physical and mental growth. 

With such a big population, UNICEF anticipates that child labor will be 

prevalent in India. Following its independence from colonial rule, India 

implemented a number of constitutional guarantees and laws forbidding child 

labor. 

Children under the age of 14 are not authorized to work in industries 

or in risky occupations, according to Article 24 of the constitution. This 

approach is obviously beneficial to public health and child safety. Children are 

a valuable national resource. 

It was determined in People’s Union for Democratic Rights v. Union of 

India that the Employment of Children Act, 1938, did not apply to the 

employment of children in Asiad Projects’ construction work in Delhi since 

building was not a process included in the schedule of the Children Act. The 

court rejected this  argument, holding that construction work is dangerous 

work, and thus, under article 24, no child under the age of 14 years can be 

employed in construction work, even if the construction industry is not listed in 

the schedule to the Employment of Children Act, 1938. 

Concerned by the said and appalling omission,’ Bhagwati, J., directed 

the state government to take urgent action to include building activity in the 

Act’s timetable, and to guarantee that the constitutional obligation of article 24 
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is not breached elsewhere in the nation. 

In Labours Working on Salal Hydro Project v. State of Jammu and 

Kashmir, the court underlined the principle that construction work is a 

dangerous occupation and that minors under the age of 14 should not be 

engaged in it. 

The Supreme Court ruled in the landmark case of M.C. Mehta v. State of Tamil 

Nadu 

that children under the age of 14 cannot work in any hazardous industry, 

mine, or other work, and outlined detailed guidelines for state officials to 

follow in protecting the economic, social, and humanitarian rights of millions 

of children who work illegally in both the public and private sectors. 

Despite the fact that many states’ constitutions and legislative enactments 

restrict the use of child labor. Child labor is a major issue that has yet to be 

resolved. 

3.13 Directives Principles of State Policy 

Many DPSP provisions show how the state is held responsible for the 

preservation of children’s rights. 

Article 39 

Article 39 (e) prohibits molestation of minors of a vulnerable age. 

Article 39 (f) ensures that children grow up in a safe environment and are not 

exploited. 

Articles 39 (e) and (f) are inextricably linked, and it is clear that one of the goals 

is for the state to direct its policies toward safeguarding infancy and 

childhood against exploitation and moral and material abandonment. These 

constitutional provisions show that the authors of the Constitution were 

particularly concerned with safeguarding and preserving the rights and welfare 

of children. 

Children’s Wellbeing: 

The significance of a child welfare program in a civilised society cannot be 

overstated, since the country’s overall well-being is dependent on the well-

being of its children. 

The Indian government has developed a national policy for the welfare of 

children in accordance with Article 39 (e) and (f) of the Constitution. “The 

nation’s children are a tremendously vital asset,” the policy asserts. The 

strategy describes the initiatives that the Indian government wants to take to 

protect children from exploitation and abuse. Aside from sections 39 (e) and 
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(f), the constitution has a few further measures aimed at promoting the well-

being of children. Article 15(3) empowers the state to make specific 

provisions for children. Human trafficking is prohibited under Article 23. 

Article 24 makes it illegal to hire minors under the age of 14 in any risky 

occupation. According to Article 45, all children under the age of six get early 

childhood care and education, and children under the age of 14 receive free and 

compulsory schooling. 

On several instances, the Supreme Court has shown concern for the well-

being of children. A number of public interest litigation cases concerning 

specific children’s concerns have been filed in the courts. 

In Lakshmi Kant Pandey v. Union of India, the Supreme Court 

emphasized the significance of child welfare in the country. According to 

the Supreme Court, the health and well-being of a community’s children 

determines its overall well-being. “The constitutional provisions indicate the 

constitution-maker’s enormous anxiety to protect and defend the interests 

and welfare of children in the country,” the court noted of the different 

constitutional provisions. The court was made aware of the concerns 

surrounding the adoption of Indian children by foreign parents, as well as the 

system’s abuses, in the present case. 

While parliament creates laws, the court has issued precise guidelines to 

control the adoption of Indian children by foreigners. The court emphasized 

that the primary purpose of placing the child for adoption is for his own 

welfare, and hence great care must be exercised in enabling the child to be 

placed for adoption with foreign parents. Vishal Jeet v. Union of India was a 

public interest litigation writ petition that brought child prostitution to the 

Supreme Court’s notice. The court expressed its regret at the plight of child 

prostitutes. 

The court created a committee to explore the problem of child 

prostitution rehabilitation in all of its components in Gaurav Jain v. Union of 

India. 

State of Rajasthan v. On Prakash, the Supreme Court used article 39’s 

“special safeguard” for children to warn that courts should be sympathetic 

when dealing with cases of child rape. 

Parliament also established the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act in 1956 to 

tackle the plague of prostitution. Parliament also approved the Juvenile 

Justice Act in 1986. Despite these “stringent and rehabilitative” legislative 

constraints, the problem persists. As a consequence, the Supreme Court has 
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emphasized the need of stringent and timely implementation of these laws by 

the competent law enforcement institutions. The Supreme Court has also 

issued a number of decisions directing various governments to take remedial 

action in the matter. 

Article 41 

Article 41 mandates the state, within the limitations of its economic competence 

and development, to make necessary preparations to guarantee the right to 

labor, education, and public assistance in circumstances of unemployment, old 

age, sickness, and disablement, as well as other cases of unjustifiable want. 

Article 45 

Early childhood care and education for children under the age of six are 

covered under Article 45. It originally mandated the state to make every effort 

to offer free and compulsory education to all children till the age of 14 within 

ten years of the constitution’s passage. 

In 2002, Article 45 was eliminated in favor of Article 21A, which 

established free and obligatory education as a basic right. According to Article 

45, the state shall make every effort to offer early childhood care and education 

to all children up to the age of six. 

Despite the fact that it has been more than 50 years since 

independence, the mandate in Article 45 has not been fully implemented. 

Child labor is common in dangerous industries such as explosives 

manufacturing. As the Supreme Court said in 

M.C. Mehta v. State of Tamil Nadu, “.....reality is that children are 

extensively exploited in this country, as in many others.” Despite various 

legislative enactments prohibiting the employment of minors in a range of 

industries and avocations, child labor is a serious problem that has remained 

unsolved even after 50 years of independence.” 
The state must make every attempt to provide early childhood education and 

care to all children until the age of six. According to this Act of the Indian 

Constitution, the state is accountable for the child’s development. The state 

must offer a secure growing environment in which children may enjoy their 

childhood without fear of harm from outside forces. Following that, it is the 

responsibility of the state to provide children with free and obligatory 

education. 

Whatever the child’s condition is, even if they are not safeguarded or denied 

their rights by their own parents. To safeguard the child’s safety, the state 

must take extreme care. 
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Article 46 

Article 46 requires the state to promote the economic and educational goals 

of the population’s weaker segments, particularly the lower classes and 

indigenous communities, as well as to safeguard them from all forms of 

social injustice and exploitation. In Society for Un-Aided Private Schools 

of Rajasthan v. Union of India, the Supreme Court declared that the word 

“weaker sections” under Article 46 is wider than “backward class.” Backward 

citizens are those who are socially, educationally, and economically backward 

and are underrepresented in State services, according to Article 16(4). 

Furthermore, the word “weaker sections
3” may refer to individuals of 

society’s weaker parts or components. 

Article 51 (c) 

Article 51(c) makes no mention of treaty enforcement or implementation. 

International treaties are not legally binding until local law is altered. Municipal 

law governs the courts alone. However, the Supreme Court has relied on 

several international treaties in interpreting a number of fundamental rights. 

For example, in People’s Union for Civil Liberties v. Union of India, the 

court used article 17 of the ICCPR, 1966 and article 12 of the UDHR to infer 

a right to privacy in India from article 21. The court said in this regard: 

“Today, international law is not restricted to governing international 

interactions. The project’s scope is increasing. Aside from human rights, 

international standards increasingly include social concerns such as health, 

education, and the economy. Individuals are the center of international law 

more than ever. It is an almost universally accepted legal notion that 

“customary international law rules that are not contrary to municipal law 

shall be deemed to be incorporated into domestic law.” 

An Indian citizen’s essential duties are his or her fundamental obligations. It 

consists of around 11 obligations that every Indian citizen must do. It is 

characterized as everyone’s moral obligation to promote patriotism and 

protect India’s unity. Article 51A (k) addresses children’s education. 

Every Indian citizen who is a legal guardian owes educational opportunities to 

his or her kid or ward between the ages of six and fourteen. The Constitution 

specifically stipulates that providing education is the duty of parents since 

it is critical to the country’s future and progress. 

Article 51A (k) was introduced as a Fundamental Duty in 2002, along with 

                                                           
3
 several weaker sections that face various challenges and inequalities. 
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Article 21A as a Fundamental Right. When paired with Article 51A (k), Article 

21A splits the obligation between the state and the parents: the state is 

responsible for free education, while the parents are responsible for required 

education. 

In addition to parental duty, the state must make compulsory schooling a 

reality. However, Article 51A (k) does not penalise parents or guardians for 

failing to send their children to school. 

3.14 Fundamental Duties 

The   essential   responsibilities   of   an   Indian   citizen   are   referred   

to   as fundamental duties. It has roughly 11 responsibilities that every Indian 

citizen must do. It is described as the moral responsibility of all people to 

encourage patriotism and preserve India’s unity. Article 51A (k) provides for 

the education of children. 

Every Indian citizen who is a legal guardian owes it to his or her child or 

ward between the ages of six and fourteen to provide opportunities for 

education. The Constitution expressly states that giving education is the 

parent’s responsibility since it is important for the country’s future and growth. 

In 2002, Article 51A (k) was added as a Fundamental Duty, alongside 

Article 21A as a Fundamental Right. Article 21A, when read in conjunction 

with Article 51A (k), divides and distributes obligations between the state 

and parents: the state is concerned with free education, while parents are 

concerned with obligatory education. However article 51A (k) does not 

penalize parents or guardian for failing to send children to school.” 
Obscenity: 

Sections 292 and 293 were inserted in compliance with the decision 

approved by the International Convention for the Suppression and Circulation 

of Obscene Publications, which was signed in Geneva in September 1923, and 

were later revised by the Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Act, 1969. These 

laws address obscenity. However, the term ‘obscene’ is not defined in the 

IPC, but in common language it refers to anything that is repugnant to 

modesty or decency, vulgar, dirty, or disgusting. 

Section 292 forbids the sale, hire, or dissemination of any obscene 

content in the form of a book, pamphlet, or drawing figure, among other things. 

It is to note that the concept of obscenity differ from country to country 

depending on the standard of morals of contemporary society. Therefore 

Hicklin Test was applied by Supreme Court while deciding whether any 

publication is obscene or not. It reads as: 
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“test of obscenity is whether the tendency of the matter charged as 

obscenity is to deprave and corrupt those whose minds are open to such 

immoral influences, and into whose hands a publication of this sort may 

fall……It is quite certain that it would suggest to the minds of young of 

either sex, or even to persons of more advanced years, thoughts of a most 

impure and libidinous character. 

On first conviction, Section 292 mandates simple or harsh imprisonment 

for a period of up to two years and a fine of up to two thousand rupees. If 

convicted again, the sentence may be increased to five years in jail and the 

fine increased to five thousand rupees. 

Section 293 deals with obscene material, as defined in section 292, when it is 

sold, let on hire, or distributed to a young person, i.e., a person under the age of 

twenty years. This section contemplates the provision of enhanced punishment, 

when obscene material is sold, distributed, or exhibited to a young person, of 

simple or rigorous imprisonment for three years and a fine. 

For the first conviction, a fine of Rupees 2,000. If convicted again, the 

sentence may be enhanced to seven years in jail and a fine of up to five 

thousand rupees. These parts, in addition to particular provisions in the 

POCSO Act of 2012, are critical in combating the threat of child pornography. 

Abetment to Suicide 

It specifies that anybody under 18 who commits suicide or aids them 

would be penalized. If a person aids a child’s suicide, he faces the death 

sentence, life imprisonment, or 10 years in jail. 

Offences relating to children 

Including the causing of miscarriage, injuries to unborn children, 

abandonment and exposure of infants and concealment of births and secret 

disposal of death bodies of children. These sections are discussed in brief here 

under: 

Section 312 makes it a crime to cause a miscarriage. It is not an offense if 

done in good faith to save women’s lives. Section 313 also addresses 

miscarriages that occur without the permission of the mothers. 

Section 315 

In the Indian Penal Code, this provision provides for infanticide, 

which falls under the category of crimes against minors. The act of 

murdering a new-born is punishable under this Section of the Indian Penal 

Code. 
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Section 361 

This provision declares that anybody who causes the death of an unborn 

child is guilty of culpable homicide. It is a more serious variant of section 315. 

The crime in each of these clauses is the killing of an unborn child. The 

conduct is done with the aim to cause the death of an unborn person, according 

to Section 315. However, under Section 316, the act is committed with mensrea 

or the purpose to do culpable murder, which act ends in the death of the fast 

unborn child rather than the death of the mother. 

317 section 

It defines exposing and abandoning a child under the age of twelve by a 

parent or other responsible adult. A parent or mother who exposes or abandons 

a kid under the age of 12 shall be penalized. This clause applies solely when a 

kid under the age of 12 is exposed or abandoned. This section is intended to 

safeguard the interests of children under the age of twelve, since they are 

unable to defend themselves. Parents and individuals who may have custody 

of a kid have the major duty for raising the child and providing proper care 

for youngsters of delicate age. It applies equally to both legal and illegitimate 

offspring. 

Section 318: 

It is a common policy in practically all nations to make births and 

deaths public. The Registration of Births and Deaths Act of 1969 in India 

require everyone to register every birth and death with the local authorities. 

Many civil transactions need birth and death certificates. In India, 

having a girl child is still considered a misfortune and a burden, and as a 

consequence, female feticide is quite common. In most instances, the corpse 

is quietly disposed of, and section 318 of the Indian Penal Code prohibits 

the act of covertly disposing of a child’s deceased body. 

According to this Section, the child’s lifeless corpse shall be secretly 

buried or disposed of. This indicates that the kid should not be an embryo or 

fetus, but should have progressed to the point where it can be born alive and 

capable of surviving. The term ‘body’ signifies that the foetus must have 

grown into a human form in the mother’s womb. The infant should also be 

dead. If the infant was alive at the time of the covert disposal, there is no crime 

under this clause. 

Kidnapping 

Provisions for Kidnapping and Abduction are contemplated under section 359 
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to 374 of Indian Penal Code, 1860. 

Section 361 

It deals with abduction of minors under the age of sixteen in the case of 

a male child and eighteen in the case of a female child. It deals with the 

removal of a juvenile from the custody of a legal guardian. It is considered ‘kid 

snatching’ in England. This section’s goal is to prevent little children and 

people of unsound mind from being deceived, abused, or otherwise exploited 

by others. It says: Punishment for abduction is imposed by Section 363, and the 

individual who commits such an act faces a period of up to seven years in 

prison and a fine. 

Provision 363A: This provision deals with the abduction or maiming of a child 

for the purpose of begging. It was implemented in 1959 to combat the rise 

of organized begging, in which unscrupulous individuals abducted and 

maimed youngsters for the purpose of begging. The main purpose of this 

section is to safeguard youngsters from being victimized by organized beggar 

gangs. 

366A Section 

It specifies the penalty for procreation of underage females (inducing 

force or seduction, or unlawful intercourse). This section outlines the steps that 

will be taken to combat the aforementioned crime and guarantee the safety of 

the female child in India. It states that in order to convict a person under 

this provision, it must be demonstrated that he persuaded a girl under the age 

of 18 to depart from any area with the intent of forcing or luring her into 

unlawful sexual conduct with anybody other than himself. 

➢ Section 366B deals with the importation of foreign females. It states that 

anybody 

who brings a female under the age of 21 into India from a country other than 

India or J&K with the goal of coercing or seducing her into illicit sexual 

intercourse with another person faces a ten-year prison term and a fine. 

Section 367 deals with abduction or kidnapping with the intent to cause 

significant damage, enslavement, and other crimes. According to this 

provision, anybody who abducts or attempts to kidnap a person in order for 

that person to be submitted or eliminated in such a manner that there is a 

danger of severe damage, enslavement, or unnatural desire of a person, or who 

knows that person is vulnerable to being subjected or eliminated, is guilty. In 

this manner, he will also face a prison term of up to 10 years. 
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Section 369 specifies the penalty for kidnapping or abducting a child under the 

age of ten with the aim to take from its person. 

Rape: 

The IPC addresses child sexual abuse by includes it in the rape 

provisions. The crime of rape is defined in Section 375, and the punishments 

are outlined in Section. 

Furthermore, Section 376 imposes penalties if a police officer, officer or 

employee of a jail, remand home, children’s institution, hospital, or anyone who 

rapes a woman is a juvenile 16 years of legal age. The Criminal Law 

(Amendment) Act of 2018 included new clauses to the IPC dealing with 

rape cases involving underage girls. They are especially addressed here: 

376 AB Section 

This section defines the crime of rape performed on a lady under the age of 

twelve. 

376DA Section 

This section defines the crime of gang rape against a woman under the age of 

sixteen. 

376DB Section 

This section defines the crime of gang rape against a lady under the age of 

twelve. 

376 E Section 

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act of 2013 added this provision. It calls for 

harsher penalty for repeat offenders. 

Prohibitions on Child Trafficking 

The IPC has many provisions that address the problem of child 

trafficking for prostitution. The relevant clauses, as well as their related 

penalties, are underlined below: 

370 Section: 

The Criminal Law Amendment Act of 2013 took its place. It defines human 

trafficking in a broader meaning than slavery and provides for minimum and 

maximum penalties. It also specifies five types or categories of trafficking 

and the penalties associated with each kind or category. 

370A Section: 
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This provision addresses the criminal culpability of anybody who 

intentionally employs a trafficked juvenile or person in any way for sexual 

exploitation. 

Sections 372 & 373 

Sections 372 and 373 detail the penalties for buying, selling, or getting 

custody of a minor under the age of eighteen who is hired or exploited for 

prostitution, illicit intercourse with another person, or any other criminal reason. 

Sections 372 and 373 of the Indian Penal Code are homologous and pertain 

to the same offense committed by both parties (buyer and seller). Section 372 

deals with the sale, while Section 373 deals with the purchase of minors. 

The Code makes no distinction between what is and is not “immoral,” since 

it is mostly determined by people’s social practices. These clauses make it a 

crime to trade kids for immoral reasons. 

The phrase “person” refers to a minor, regardless of gender, in both 

sections. Neither Section 372 nor Section 373, by imposing a penalty, impede 

the transfer of a person above the age of eighteen. Both apply solely to 

persons under the age of 

eighteen 

While Sections 372 and 373 of the IPC recognize that a minor, male or 

female, may be sold or bought for the purpose of illegal intercourse or for 

illegal and immoral purposes, Sections 366, 366-A, and 366-B of the IPC, 

which deal with kidnapping, kidnapping, induction, procurement, and 

importation for the purpose of illegal sexual intercourse, do not only apply to 

women. Although Sections 366-A and 366-B apply solely to females under the 

ages of 18 and 21, respectively, Section 366 applies to women of all ages. 

Men’s exclusion from these rules may be traced back to women’s morality, 

virginity, and chastity. 

3.15 Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

The provisions which pertain to children in code of criminal 

procedure are discussed. 

Section 27 

States that any offense committed by a juvenile offender, defined as a 

person under the age of 16, may be tried by the chief judicial magistrate or 

any other court specifically empowered under the Children Act 1960 or any 

other law in force at the time related to juvenile offenders. 

However, an offense punishable by death or life imprisonment 
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committed by a person under the age of 16 is an exception to the above rule 

and cannot be prosecuted by the above courts. The age of 16 is considered on 

the day an offender appears or is hauled before the court. 

This provision does not revoke the magistrate’s jurisdiction granted 

under section 26 and the first schedule. It is designed to provide certain other 

courts the authority to trial juvenile offenders for specific offenses that would 

otherwise be dealt with tribally by the court of sessions. The goal of this section 

is to eliminate the long trial process in the event of Juvenile criminals, as well 

as providing for their prosecution by certain specialist Courts. This clause does 

not limit the competence of the state legislature to enact legislation pertaining 

to Children’s therapy, etc. or the creation of specific quotations for the trial 

of such young criminals. It also does not deprive a Juvenile Court created 

under any such local statute of the authority to try juvenile offenders, even if 

the offense is punished by death or life imprisonment. This part is an enabling 

section, and it makes no attempt to remove the savings offered in section 5 of 

the code. 

Section 98 

Both the detention and the intent must be illegal for a magistrate to act 

under this clause. It should be observed that male children are exempt from 

the section’s application, indicating that the criminal aim anticipated by the 

section had some specific connection to the gender of the person against 

whom it was entertained. Detention of a juvenile girl by a person who is not 

legally entitled to her care, against the will of her guardian, is prohibited under 

this clause. 

Section 360 

This section Order to release on probation of good conduct or after 

admonition.— 

1. When any person not under twenty-one years of age is convicted of an 

offence punishable with fine only or with imprisonment for a term of 

seven years or less, or when any person under twenty-one years of age or 

any woman is convicted of an offence not punishable with death or 

imprisonment for life, and no previous conviction is proved against the 

offender, if it appears to the Court before which he is convicted, regard 

being had to the age, character or antecedents of the offender, and to 

the circumstances in which the offence was committed, that it is 

expedient that the offender should be released on probation of good 

conduct, the Court may, instead of sentencing him at once to any 
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punishment, direct that he be released on his entering into a bond, with or 

without sureties, to appear and receive sentence when called upon 

during such period (not exceeding three years) as the Court may direct, 

and in the meantime to keep the peace and be of good behaviour: 

Provided that where any first offender is convicted by a Magistrate of the 

second class not specially empowered by the High Court, and the 

Magistrate is of opinion that the powers conferred by this section should 

be exercised, he shall record his opinion to that effect, and submit the 

proceedings to a Magistrate of the first class, forwarding the accused to, 

or taking bail for his appearance before, such Magistrate, who shall 

dispose of the case in the manner provided by sub-section (2). 

2. Where proceedings are submitted to a Magistrate of the first class as 

provided by subsection (1), such Magistrate may thereupon pass such 

sentence or make such order as he might have passed or made if the case 

had originally been heard by him, and, if he thinks further inquiry or 

additional evidence on any point to be necessary, he may make such 

inquiry or take such evidence himself or direct such inquiry or evidence 

to be made or taken. 

3. In any case in which a person is convicted of theft, theft in a building, 

dishonest misappropriation, cheating or any offence under the Indian 

Penal Code (45 of 1860), punishable with not more than two years, 

imprisonment or any offence punishable with fine only and no previous 

conviction is proved against him, the Court before which he is so 

convicted may, if it thinks fit, having regard to the age, character, 

antecedents or physical or mental condition of the offender and to the 

trivial nature of the offence or any extenuating circumstances under 

which the offence was committed, instead of sentencing him to any 

punishment, release him after due admonition. 

4. An order under this section may be made by any Appellate Court or by the 

High Court or Court of Session when exercising its powers of revision. 

5. When an order has been made under this section in respect of any 

offender, the High Court or Court of Session may, on appeal when there is 

a right of appeal to such Court, or when exercising its powers of revision, 

set aside such order, and in lieu thereof pass sentence on such offender 

according to law: Provided that the High Court or Court of Session 

shall not under this sub-section inflict a greater punishment than might 

have been inflicted by the Court by which the offender was convicted. 
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6. The provisions of sections 121, 124 and 373 shall, so far as may be, apply 

in the case of sureties offered in pursuance of the provisions of this 

section. 

7. The Court, before directing the release of an offender under sub-section 

(1), shall be satisfied that an offender or his surety (if any) has a fixed 

place of abode or regular occupation in the place for which the Court 

acts or in which the offender is likely to live during the period 

named for the observance of the conditions. 

8. If the Court which convicted the offender, or a Court which could have 

dealt with the offender in respect of his original offence, is satisfied that 

the offender has failed to observe any of the conditions of his 

recognizance, it may issue a warrant for his apprehension. 

9. An offender, when apprehended on any such warrant, shall be brought 

forthwith before the Court issuing the warrant, and such Court may either 

remand him in custody until the case is heard or admit him to bail 

with a sufficient surety conditioned on his appearing for sentence and 

such Court may, after hearing the case, pass sentence. 

10. Nothing in this section affects the requirements of the Probation of 

Offenders Act, 1958 (20 of 1958), the Children Act, 1960 (60 of 1960), 

or any other law in force for the care, instruction, or rehabilitative 

services of adolescent offenders at the time.” 
This provision is a piece of helpful legislation. It only applies to first-

time offenders. It allows the court, under certain conditions, to release an 

accused who has been convicted on probation for good behaviour. 

First-time offenders under this provision are eligible to pardon based on 

their age, character, or antecedents, as well as the circumstances of the offense. 

The goal of this section is to keep the first offender out of jail for an offense 

that is not severe enough to warrant incarceration, risking turning him into a 

regular criminal. 

According to sub-section (1), first offenders are divided into two categories: 

those over the age of 21 and convicted of an offence punishable with a fine 

only or imprisonment for a term of 7 years or less, and those under the age 

of 21 or any woman convicted of an offence not punishable with death or 

imprisonment for life. 

3.16 Indian Evidence Act, 1872 

Indian Evidence Act is a procedural law pertaining to evidences and proof. 

Evidence Act inculcates the concept of child testimony by virtue of section 
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118. 

➢ Child witness 

Even children as young as six or seven years old may be permitted to 

testify if the court is convinced that they have the competence to provide 

logical evidence. A youngster of tender years is a competent witness when he 

or she is mentally matured enough to comprehend what he or she has seen and 

then notify the court about it. Before recording a child’s testimony, the court 

must first examine his ability to comprehend and deliver sensible responses 

via preliminary examination and develop a judgment on the witness’s 

competence. 

 A trial judge who has a child witness before him should preserve on 

the record, in addition to the child witness’s evidence in the case, some other 

questions and answers that could help the court of appeals determine whether 

the trial judge’s decision regarding the competency of the child witnesses 

was correct or incorrect. The child’s statement may be recorded without 

administering an oath to him. The failure to interrogate a youngster to 

determine his competence may not invalidate the trial. 

3.17 Preliminary examination to test the capacity of a child witness 

Before recording the testimony of a juvenile witness, the court must 

examine his ability to comprehend and deliver reasonable responses via 

preliminary examination and develop a judgment on the witness’s competence. 

It is preferable that the trial court preserve on the record some question and 

answer given by the witness that would assist the court of appeal in 

determining whether the trial court’s decision regarding the competency of the 

child witness was correct or incorrect. Examination of a student witness may 

include the following: 

In what class do you read? How many students are there in your class? How 

many teachers are there in your school? Who is the best teacher? 

If the child is not student the question should be like: 

How many brothers and sisters you have? Who is the elder of all? How many of 

them are married? What is the means of livelihood of the family? 

The importance of kid evidence 

Children are the most hazardous witnesses because, owing to their young age, 

they often confuse dreams with reality. They are capable of readily packing and 

replicating things. They repeat what they have learned from others and are 

heavily affected by fear of punishment, hope of reward, and desire for 
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reputation. As a result, relying on uncorroborated evidence from a youngster is 

risky. 

The Supreme Court held in Bhagwan Singh v. State of M.P. that the law 

recognized the child as a competent witness, but a child, particularly at such 

a young age of 6 years, who is unable to form a proper opinion about the 

nature of the incident due to immaturity of understanding is not considered by a 

court to be a witness whose sole testimony could be relied on without other 

corroborative evidence. Because he is an easy victim for tutors, the evidence 

of the youngster must be carefully scrutinized.  

As a result, the court always looks for substantial corroboration from other 

evidence to his testimony. In this instance, the youngsters fell deep asleep 

despite seeing their mother’s terrible death; this fact seems incredible. The 

youngster must have cried, which was not the case in this instance. 

Considering the facts and circumstances of this case, the young witness could 

not be trusted. 

Juvenile Justice (Child Care and Protection) Act, 2015: 

The juvenile justice system in India is built on the premise of child rights 

promotion and protection. The Juvenile Justice (Child Care and Protection) 

Act of 2015 superseded  the  Juvenile  Justice  Act  of  2000,  which  

established  Juvenile  Justice Districts around the nation to assist dependent 

and vulnerable children, as well as children in conflict with the law. 

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act of 2015 increases 

safeguards for children in need of care and protection, as well as those who 

have broken the law. 

3.18 The salient feature of Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 are: 

9. Definitions: 

The Juvenile Justice Act of 2015 defines a child in dispute with the law and a 

kid in need of care and protection in detail. There is a clear contrast between 

children who are in violation of the law and youngsters who need protection 

and care. The term ‘juvenile’ was replaced with ‘kid’ and ‘child in 

confrontation with the law’ in the 2015 Act. The Act also specifies orphaned 

children, surrendered children, and abandoned children. It also defines minor, 

major, and egregious crimes committed by children: 

• A heinous offence is one that has a maximum sentence of 7 years in jail under 

any 

existing legislation. 
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• A severe offence is one that carries a sentence of 3 to 7 years in prison 

• A minor offence is one that carries a sentence of 3 years in prison. 

10. Principles to be followed 

As per Section 3 of provides that, The Central Government, the State 

Governments, the Board, and other agencies, as the case may be, while 

implementing the provisions of this Act shall be guided by the following 

fundamental principles, namely:–– 

I. Principle of presumption of innocence 

II. Principle of Dignity and Worth Principle of participation.  

III. Principle of best interest. 

IV. Principle of institutionalization as a measure of last resort.  

V. Principle of family responsibility. 

VI. Principle of safety. 

VII. Principle of non-waiver of rights. 

VIII. Principle of equality and non-discrimination. 

IX. Positive measures. 

X. Principle of non-stigmatizing semantics. 

XI. Principle of right to privacy and confidentiality. 

XII. Principle of repatriation and restoration. 

XIII. Principle of fresh start. 

XIV. Principle of diversion. 

XV. Principles of natural justice 

 

11. Juvenile Justice Board 

(This is a judicial body before which children who have been imprisoned or accused 

of a crime are taken. Because adolescents are not to be transported before a normal 

criminal court, this serves as a separate court. The board is made up of a JMFC and 

two social workers, one of whom is female. 

The board is intended to be a kid-friendly environment that is not scary to the 

youngster. The place of safety will have separate arrangement and facilities for under 

trial children and convicted children. 
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(The Juvenile Justice board will perform frequent inspections of adult prisons to see 

whether any children are being held there and will take urgent action to transfer such a 

kid to the Observation Home. 

12. Procedure of inquiry and trial 

Cases of minor offenses must be resolved by the Board via summary procedures in 

accordance with the method specified by the Code of Criminal method 1973. Inquiries 

into major offenses will be handled by the Board in accordance with the method 

outlined in the Code of Criminal method, 1973. 

Inquiry of heinous offences: 

I. For children under the age of sixteen on the date of the commission of an 

offence, the Board shall deal with the case under clause. 

II. For children over the age of sixteen on the date of the commission of an 

offence, the Board shall deal with the case under section 15 

13. Child welfare Committee 

Chapter 5 of the act provides for the formation of a CWC to exercise the 

powers and discharge the duties conferred on it in relation to children in need of care 

and protection, as well as to ensure that all members of the committee receive 

induction training and sensitization within two months of notification. 

Within 24 hours, a child in need of care and protection must be brought before 

the Child Welfare Committee. The Act makes it necessary to report a kid who has 

been removed from his or her guardian. Non-reporting has been become a criminal 

offense. The Child Welfare Committee must refer a child in need of care and 

protection to the appropriate Child Care Institution and instruct a Social Worker, Case 

Worker, or Child Welfare Officer to undertake a social investigation within 15 days. 

The Child Welfare Committees shall meet at least 20 days in a month and the 

District Magistrate shall conduct a quarterly review of the functioning of the CWC. A 

child in need of protection and care will be placed in a Children’s Home for care, 

treatment, education, training, development and rehabilitation. 

14. Welfare institutions 

It requires the registration of all children’s homes, increasing openness and 

efficiency in the system. Sections 43 and 44 authorize the State Government to 

establish open shelters and foster homes for the protection of children. Section 47 of 

the act authorizes the State Government to construct such observation houses in each 

district as it considers necessary for the temporary reception, care, and rehabilitation 

of any child accused to be in violation of the law while any investigation under this 

Act is pending. 

Several rehabilitation and social reintegration programs have been established 
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for children who have violated the law or who need protection and care. Children in 

institutional care get a variety of services such as education, health, nutrition, de- 

addiction, illness treatment, vocational training, skill development, life skill education, 

counseling, and so on to assist them adopt a productive role in society. Sponsorship 

and foster care, especially group foster care, are non-institutional methods for putting 

children in a family context other than the child’s biological family, which is to be 

chosen, qualified, authorized, and monitored for giving care to children. 

Section 48 of the act empowers the State Government to build such safety 

houses in each district as it considers necessary for the rehabilitation of children in 

conflict with the law who have been determined to have committed the crime and are 

put there by JJB order. 

15. Adoption 

Chapter 8 of the act contains laws concerning the eligibility of adoptive 

parents and the adoption process. To improve the efficiency of adoption processes for 

orphaned, abandoned, and surrendered children, the existing Central Adoption 

Resource Authority (CARA) is elevated to the level of statutory authority. 

A separate chapter on Adoption contains extensive laws on adoption and penalty for 

failure to follow the prescribed process. Timelines for both in-country and inter-

country adoption, including declaring a child legally free for adoption, have been 

simplified. 

16. Confidentiality 

Section 74 prohibits the disclosure of identity of children with respect to their name, 

address, school or any other particular in newspapers or any other media 

17. Offences under JJ Act, 2015: 

Offences under Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, constitutes a crucial 

legal framework in India for addressing offenses related to children, particularly in the 

context of child abuse. In the districts of Southern Rajasthan— Chittorgarh, Udaipur, 

Sirohi, Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur—the implementation of the Juvenile 

Justice Act is of paramount importance in tackling child abuse. 

This study delves into the various offenses specified under the Juvenile Justice 

Act, 2015, with a special reference to child abuse cases reported in 2024 within these 

districts. 

The act encompasses a range of offenses, including physical, emotional, and sexual 

abuse, neglect, exploitation, and trafficking of children. Furthermore, this research 

investigates the impact of legal provisions and support systems on the victims of child 

abuse and their families.  
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It assesses the adequacy of existing infrastructure, training, and resources available to 

implement the act effectively. 

By focusing on specific case studies and statistical data, the research provides a 

detailed account of how the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, addresses child abuse in 

Southern Rajasthan. 

The findings of this study are intended to offer valuable insights into the strengths and 

weaknesses of the current legal framework, paving the way for informed policy 

recommendations and improvements in the justice delivery system.  

 

3.19 Probation of offenders Act, 1958 

The Probation of criminals Act of 1958 is designed to provide a framework for 

the release of criminals on probation after appropriate reprimand, as well as to address 

related concerns. The current legislation has been implemented in light of the 

reformative idea of punishment, aiming to provide offenders the chance to enhance 

their behaviour and reintegrate into society. The primary objective of this programme 

is to facilitate the rehabilitation process for those who have committed offences. When 

someone who has committed a single offence is incarcerated, they are exposed to 

other individuals who have also engaged in criminal behaviour. This interaction has 

the potential to significantly reduce the likelihood of their successful rehabilitation and 

reintegration into society. 

The Supreme Court, in the case of Jugal Kishore Prasad v. State of Bihar, has 

reinstated the objective of the act, which aims to prevent the transformation of young 

offenders into hardened criminals due to their exposure to older, more experienced 

criminals during their imprisonment. 

The aforementioned matter has been upheld by the Supreme Court of India in 

the case of Arvind Mohan Sinha v. Mulya Kumar Biswas. In this case, it was noted 

that the Probation of Offenders Act serves as a rehabilitative measure, aiming to 

reintegrate first-time offenders into society by providing them with opportunities for 

reform and reintegration. The legislation acknowledges the significance of 

environmental factors in the perpetration of criminal acts and establishes a mechanism 

by which convicts may be reintegrated and rehabilitated into society. 

Section 3 

Section 3 of the legislation pertains to the jurisdictional authority of the court 

in addressing certain categories of offenders. Section 3 is applicable in cases when an 

individual has been convicted of committing an offence that falls within the purview 

of sections 379, 380, 381, 404, and 420 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). This provision 

is also applicable in instances when an infraction is punished by a maximum jail term 

of two years, or a fine, or both, as per the Indian Penal Code or any other relevant 
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legislation. The court has the authority to grant the release of the criminal subsequent 

to providing appropriate admonishment. The circumstances required for the 

implementation of Section 3 are as follows: 

There is no evidence of any prior convictions against the individual who stands 

accused of committing an infraction. The court, in its judgement, deems it 

advantageous to find the individual guilty. The court may formulate its judgement by 

considering the nature of the offence and the characteristics of the individual involved. 

In the event that the aforementioned requirements are met, the court has the option to 

release the offender after a proper admonition, rather than imposing a sentence or 

granting probation based on good behaviour as outlined in section 4 of this legislation.  

The court has the authority to exercise power, regardless of any conflicting 

provisions in other concurrent laws. Despite the existence of provisions in other laws 

that may contradict the powers granted to the court under this specific section, the 

provisions outlined in this section must take precedence. 

In accordance with the third point, the court has the authority to release certain 

offenders after issuing a formal reprimand. In cases where an individual is determined 

to be culpable for violating sections 379, 380, 381, 404, or 420 of the Indian Penal 

Code (45 of 1860), or any offence punishable by a maximum imprisonment term of 

two years, a fine, or both, as stipulated by the Indian Penal Code or any other relevant 

legislation, and no prior convictions are established against said individual, the court 

responsible for the guilty verdict, taking into consideration the circumstances 

surrounding the case, including the nature of the offence and the offender’s character, 

may, despite any conflicting provisions in other applicable laws, deem it appropriate 

to take certain actions. Instead of imposing a punitive sentence or granting probation 

based on good behaviour as stipulated in section 4, it is recommended to release the 

individual after providing appropriate admonishment. For the purposes of this section, 

the term “previous conviction” must include any prior order issued against an 

individual under this section or section 4. 

Section 4 

Section 4 of the aforementioned legislation pertains to the jurisdiction of the 

court in granting probationary release to certain criminals based on their 

demonstration of good behaviour. Section 4 (1) is applicable in the following 

circumstances: 

In this study, we aim to investigate the effects of a particular drug on the 

growth of an individual is determined to be culpable for having engaged in illegal 

behaviour. The offence that has been committed shall not carry a penalty of death or 

life imprisonment. The court, upon determining the individual’s guilt, has the view 
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that it is advantageous to grant their release on probation contingent upon their 

demonstration of good behaviour. 

 (i) the specific circumstances surrounding the case,(ii) the inherent characteristics of 

the offence, and (iii) the personal attributes and history of the individual responsible 

for the offence. 

In the event that the aforementioned requirements are met, the court has the 

option to refrain from immediately imposing any form of punishment onto the 

offender. Instead, the court may choose to instruct the offender to enter into a bond, 

which would require their appearance and acceptance of sentencing at a later time, as 

determined by the court, during the probationary period. The bond in question may be 

executed with or without the inclusion of sureties. 

The duration of the probationary period will be determined by the court, with a 

maximum limit of three years. The probation order should stipulate that the individual 

must maintain peace and exhibit good conduct for the duration of the probationary 

term. 

The provision outlined in Section 4(1) stipulates that an individual who has 

committed an offence will not be granted probation for exhibiting good conduct, 

unless the court is convinced that the offender or their surety, if applicable, possesses 

a permanent residence or consistent employment within the jurisdiction of the court or 

the location where the offender is expected to reside during the duration of their bond 

agreement. 

In accordance with Section 4(2), the court is required to examine the report, if 

available, from the relevant probation officer pertaining to the case prior to issuing any 

order under Section 4(1). 

According to Section 4(3), the court is granted the authority to issue a 

monitoring order in cases where an offender has been released on probation of good 

behaviour, as determined by an order made under Section 4(1). The court will issue a 

supervision order if it determines that such an order is in the best interest of the 

offender and is necessary for the protection of the public. The court has the authority 

to issue a supervision order, which entails the need for the offender to be placed under 

the ongoing supervision of a designated probation officer, as specified in the order. 

  The duration of supervision will be stipulated in the order, with a minimum 

requirement of one year. The court has the authority to include conditions in a 

supervision order that it deems essential for effectively monitoring the offender. 

Section 4, sub-section (4) outlines additional restrictions that are stipulated when a 

supervision order is issued according to section 4 (3). The court is obligated to 

mandate that the criminal, before to their release, engage into a bond that obliges them 
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to adhere to the restrictions outlined in the supervision order. The provision of a bond 

may necessitate its submission with or without the inclusion of sureties. In addition to 

the criteria specified in the supervision order outlined in section 4(3), the court has the 

authority to impose additional conditions pertaining to matters such as residency and 

abstinence from intoxicants. These extra conditions are determined by the court based 

on the specific circumstances of the case. These restrictions are implemented to deter 

the repeat of the same offence or the conduct of other offences by the offender. 

Section 5 of the aforementioned sub-section entails certain obligations that the 

court must fulfil when issuing a supervision order according to Section 4(3). The 

court is responsible for providing a detailed explanation of the terms and 

circumstances of the order to the offender. Additionally, the court must promptly 

provide a copy of the supervision to each of the offenders, any sureties involved, and 

the relevant probation officer. 

The summoning of a probation officer’s report under Section 4(2) is not 

obligatory, but it is crucial, unless there are extraordinary circumstances where the 

court has enough evidence to support the use of discretion granted by Section 4 of the 

legislation. 

 “The court have the authority to provide probation of good behaviour to 

certain offenders”. (1) In cases where an individual is convicted of an offence that 

does not carry the penalty of death or life imprisonment, and the court responsible for 

the conviction believes that, considering the circumstances of the case, including the 

nature of the offence and the character of the offender, it is appropriate to grant 

probation based on good conduct, then, regardless of any other provisions. In 

accordance with any other applicable legislation, the court has the authority to exercise 

discretion in lieu of immediately imposing a punishment upon an individual. Instead, 

the court may opt to release the individual upon their agreement to enter into a bond, 

with or without the presence of sureties. This bond requires the individual to appear 

and receive their sentence when summoned by the court within a specified period, not 

exceeding three years, as determined by the court. Additionally, the individual must 

maintain peace and exhibit good behaviour during this interim period. However, it is 

important to note that the court may only grant such release if it is convinced that the 

offender or their surety, if applicable, possesses a permanent residence or regular 

occupation within the jurisdiction of the court or the locality where the offender is 

anticipated to reside during the duration of the bond. Prior to issuing any order as 

stated in subsection (1), the court is required to evaluate the report, if available, from 

the relevant probation officer pertaining to the specific case. When a court issues an 

order as described in sub-section (1), it has the discretion to also issue a supervision 
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order if it believes it is in the best interests of the offender and the public. This 

supervision order would require the offender to be supervised by a designated 

probation officer for a specified period of at least one year. The court may also impose 

any necessary conditions in the supervision order to ensure proper supervision of the 

offender. 

The court, when issuing a supervision order as outlined in sub-section (3), is 

obligated to mandate that the offender, prior to their release, enter into a bond. This 

bond may or may not require sureties and is intended to ensure compliance with the 

conditions specified in the order. Additionally, the court may impose further 

conditions related to matters such as residence, abstention from intoxicants, or any 

other relevant factors, as deemed appropriate based on the specific circumstances. 

These conditions are intended to prevent the offender from engaging in similar 

offences or committing new offences. 

The court, upon issuing a supervision order as outlined in sub-section (3), is 

required to provide a clear explanation of the terms and conditions of the order to the 

offender. Additionally, the court must promptly provide a copy of the supervision 

order to each of the offenders, any sureties involved, and the relevant probation 

officer. It was further emphasised that in accordance with Section 4 of the legislation, 

the characterization of the offence serves as a significant factor in evaluating whether 

the criminal in question is eligible to receive the benefits provided by the provisions of 

the Act. The individual’s age would be an additional pertinent element. The contextual 

factors surrounding the commission of the offence may constitute a significant aspect 

to be taken into account. 

Section 6 

This clause pertains to the limitations imposed on the incarceration of 

individuals who are below the age of 21 and have committed offences. In cases when 

an individual is convicted of an offence that carries a penalty of imprisonment, the 

court is prohibited from imposing a jail term. The aforementioned limitation is not 

applicable in cases when the offence committed carries a potential penalty of life 

imprisonment. No individuals who are below the age of 21 will be subject to 

imprisonment, unless the court determines that it is not advisable to handle their case 

in accordance with Section 3 or Section 4 of the aforementioned legislation. The 

court’s level of satisfaction will be contingent upon the specific circumstances 

surrounding the case, the inherent nature of the conduct committed, and the personal 

characteristics and history of the individual responsible for the offence. If the court 

imposes a term of imprisonment on individuals under the age of 21, it is required to 

provide a detailed explanation for its decision. 
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According to paragraph (2), the court is required to get a report from the 

probation officer in order to determine whether it would be appropriate to proceed 

under section 3 or with an offender as outlined in subsection (1) of this section. When 

making the aforementioned choice, the court should take into account the probation 

officer’s report as well as the physical and mental state of the offender. Therefore, the 

court will make a determination after taking into account the aforementioned factors 

as to whether it is appropriate to handle the offender under Section 3 or Section 4. 

The limitations pertaining to the incarceration of individuals below the age of twenty-

one. 

(1) In cases where an individual below the age of twenty-one is convicted of an 

offence that carries a prison sentence (excluding life imprisonment), the court 

responsible for the conviction is prohibited from imposing imprisonment unless it 

determines that, considering the specific circumstances of the case, including the 

nature of the offence and the characteristics of the offender, it would be inappropriate 

to handle the case under section 3 or section 4. If the court does decide to impose a 

prison sentence on the offender, it is required to provide a written explanation for this 

decision. (2) In order to ascertain whether it would be appropriate to handle an 

offender mentioned in subsection (1) under section 3 of section 4, the court is required 

to request a report.  The probation officer should carefully review the report, if 

applicable, together with any other relevant material pertaining to the offender’s 

character, physical well-being, and mental state. 

In the case of Mohd. Aziz vs. State of Maharashtra, it was determined that 

section 6 establishes a prohibition, separate from the provisions outlined in section 3 

or Section 4, which prohibits the imposition of a prison sentence on an individual 

under the age of 21 who has been convicted of a non-life imprisonment offence. 

However, the court may deviate from this prohibition and impose a prison sentence if 

it is deemed undesirable to handle the individual under section 3 or Section 4, with 

the reasons for such a decision being duly recorded. The restriction on the authority of 

the court to impose a jail term is applicable not only during the trial court proceedings 

but also throughout the appellate or revisionary stage in the High Court or any other 

court, in accordance with section 11(1) of the aforementioned act. Hence, it is evident 

that although the issue concerning the applicability of section 6 was not raised before 

the presidency magistrate or the high court, the Supreme Court, in its appeal by special 

leave under article 136 of the constitution, is obligated to acknowledge the provisions 

of that section and afford its advantages to the accused appellant. 

In the case of Daulat Ram vs. State of Haryana, it was determined that the 

purpose of section 6 is to ensure that juvenile offenders are not incarcerated for minor 
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offences, as this poses a significant threat to their development and outlook on life due 

to their proximity to experienced and potentially dangerous criminals who may be 

incarcerated alongside them. The period of incarceration might potentially serve as a 

catalyst for individuals to become more entrenched in criminal activities, rather than 

fostering their rehabilitation. This course of action will undoubtedly result in adverse 

consequences rather than beneficial outcomes, and may potentially have detrimental 

effects on the broader welfare of society. The inclusion of section 6 in this legislation 

may be attributed to the rationale behind the required injunction against the imposition 

of a jail term. 

Section 12 

This section stipulates that in cases where an individual is convicted of an 

offence and is subject to the procedures outlined in section 3 or section 4 of this 

legislation, they must not be subject to any disqualification that may be imposed as a 

result of a conviction under any other law. The laws pertaining to the removal of the 

disqualification that accompanies a conviction must be applicable, regardless of any 

rules to the contrary that may be included in any other legislation. 

  The elimination of disqualification associated with a conviction. Irrespective 

of the provisions of any other legislation, an individual who has been convicted of an 

offence and processed under section 3 or section 4 will not face any disqualification 

that is typically associated with a conviction under said legislation. However, it is 

important to note that this exemption does not apply to an individual who, subsequent 

to their release under section 4, receives a subsequent sentence for the initial offence. 

The Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act of 2005 is a legislative 

framework that aims to safeguard the rights and well-being of children. The preamble 

of the legislation elucidates its purpose of establishing a centralised entity at the 

national level and regional entities at the state level, with the aim of safeguarding the 

rights of children. Additionally, the law seeks to create specialised courts dedicated to 

expeditiously adjudicating cases involving offences committed against children and 

violations of their rights. The kid and anything pertaining to or associated with it. The 

purpose of enacting this Act was to implement the criteria outlined in the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and other pertinent international agreements. Under 

the provisions of this Act, both national and state commissions have been created, 

endowed with expansive authority, and mandated by law to fulfil a diverse range of 

obligations. The act further provides specialised courts for juveniles, facilitating the 

expeditious resolution of cases involving offences against children or violations of 

children’s rights. In accordance with the concurrence of the President of the Supreme 

Court in their separate higher courts, the state governments institute a minimum of one 
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regional court or court of appeal for each district, specifically designated as a 

Children’s court. It is essential for the state government to appoint a specialised 

prosecutor to oversee proceedings inside this court. The enactment of this legislation 

addresses a longstanding need for the creation of national and state commissions 

aimed at safeguarding the rights of children, including entities such as the NHRC, 

NWC, and NMC. The topic of discussion pertains to labour laws. There exists a 

multitude of labour laws that encompass provisions pertaining to child workers and 

young workers. These laws, in accordance with Article 24 of the Constitution of India, 

aim to address the issue of child labour and mitigate the mistreatment experienced by 

children in industrial establishments. A limited number of legislation will be covered 

in the following sections. 

The Factory Act of 1948 

  The Factory Act was implemented with the aim of standardising and regulating 

the operations of manufacturers on a national scale. The document has many 

provisions pertaining to children, which are delineated as follows: 

The word “child” is defined as an individual who has not yet attained the age of 

fifteen.  The  employment  of  youngsters  in  close  proximity  to  cotton  openers  is 

prohibited. The legislation addresses the issue of excessive weight that workers may 

be required to lift, and furthermore places an obligation on the State Government to 

establish regulations specifying the maximum weight that children are permitted to 

lift. The regulation prohibits the employment of individuals under the age of 14 in any 

industrial   establishment.   The   legislation   further   included   regulations   for   the 

permissible duration of employment for individuals between the ages of 15 and 18 in 

manufacturing settings. For instance, the regulation stipulates that individuals should 

not engage in labour for a duration exceeding four and a half hours. Additionally, it 

imposes restrictions on the employment of female minors, specifying that they may 

only work in factories between the hours of 8 a.m. and... The time specified is 7 p.m. 

The plant manager is required to keep a registry of child workers. 

Child labourers should also be entitled to get yearly leave with remuneration. 

Additionally, there should be provisions for penalising parents, guardians, or those 

responsible for the child’s care if the youngster is found to be engaged in dual 

employment, meaning working in two workplaces concurrently. 

The Minimum Wages Act of 1948 

The Minimum Wages Act of 1948 is a significant piece of legislation in India 

that establishes the framework for determining and enforcing minimum wage rates 

across various industries and occupations. 

The aforementioned legislation was enacted with the primary objective of 

safeguarding the well-being and interests of workers. The purpose of enacting this 
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legislation is to safeguard the well-being of workers, namely child workers, in a 

competitive market. It does this by establishing a minimum wage requirement for 

certain types of employment. The legislation defines a child as an individual who has 

not yet attained the age of fourteen. Additionally, it facilitates the establishment of 

various provisions, such as the determination of the minimum time rate of earnings, 

minimum piece rate, guaranteed time rate, and overtime rate, tailored to particular 

vocations, locations, or classes of labour, and applicable to individuals of varying age 

groups, including adults, adolescents, children, and apprentices. 

The subject of discussion is the Mines Act of 1952. 

The purpose of this legislation is to regulate mining activities and provide 

requirements for the working conditions and safety measures that must be 

implemented to protect the people engaged in mines. The aforementioned legislation 

explicitly prohibits the employment of anyone under the age of 18 in mining 

operations. Mining is often recognised as being among the most hazardous vocations. 

Nevertheless, it is permissible for apprentices and trainees who are at least 16 years 

old to engage in mining activities, provided that they are under the direct supervision 

of a manager. In addition, the presence of individuals who are under the age of 18 is 

strictly forbidden inside mining facilities. 

The Apprentices Act of 1961 

The aforementioned legislation pertains to the oversight and management of 

apprenticeship training in various crafts, as well as related topics. 

According to the provisions outlined in Section 3, individuals who are at least 14 

years old are eligible to be employed as apprentices for the purpose of receiving 

training in a certain profession. It is important to acknowledge that this legislation 

does 

The Beedi & Cigar Workers (Conditions of Employment) Act, 1966 

The purpose of this legislation is to ensure the well-being of employees working in 

beedi and cigar enterprises and to create regulations for their working circumstances. 

The definition indicates that a kid is an individual who is under the age of 14. It 

further categorizes those between the ages of 14 and 18 as young persons. The 

regulation forbids the hiring of minors in any industrial facilities and sets certain 

working hours for those under the age of majority, from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Additionally, 

it requires that young people be compensated for their yearly leave based on a ratio of 

one day for every fifteen days of labour completed in the preceding year. 

The Child Labour (Regulation & Prohibition) Act, 1986 

Despite the implementation of several laws with measures aimed at eradicating 

child labour, it has become evident that child labour continues to persist as an issue. 

With the aim of preventing exploitation, efforts have been undertaken to control the 
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circumstances surrounding child labour in places where its occurrence cannot be 

circumvented. The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act of 1986 was passed 

by Parliament, which abolished the Child Employment Act of 1938. 

  Child labour is prohibited in some occupations and industries, while working 

conditions in other fields are regulated by legislation. Minors are prohibited from 

engaging in labour-intensive activities such as bidi manufacture, carpet weaving, 

cement production, soap production, dyeing, tanning, weaving, pairing, explosives and 

pyrotechnics manufacturing, mica cutting and partitioning, as well as building work 

and construction. The prohibition only pertains to an individual who has not yet 

attained the age of fourteen. Violations of the provisions that prohibit the employment 

of children in specific occupations can result in sentences ranging from three months 

to two years, or fines ranging from Rs 20,000 to Rs 50,000’. These measures aim to 

protect child workers who are not involved in hazardous occupations and are 

subjected to demanding work processes. This Act also imposes restrictions on the 

duration of continuous labour for youngsters. The primary goal of this program is to 

decrease the occurrence of child labour in the designated project area and advocate for 

the eradication of child labour. 

The 2006 Amendment Act revises the Schedule (Part-A) by adding it to the 

roster of occupations where the employment of minors is forbidden. This amendment 

explicitly forbids the hiring of minors as household staff and the employment of 

minors in dhabas, restaurants, hotels, teahouses, resorts, or other establishments for 

leisure activities. It is important to note that a new amendment was introduced in 

2016, which made significant modifications to the previous statute of 1986. These 

changes are outlined below: 

 The modification expanded the range of the 1986 Act with regards to 

child labor and included more severe penalties for violators. 

 This amendment has universally prohibited the employment of 

individuals under the age of 14 in any profession or business, with the 

exception of those operated by their immediate family, as long as it 

does not interfere with the child’s education. 

 This modification has introduced a new classification of individuals 

known as “adolescents”. Adolescents, aged 14 to 18 years, are defined 

and classified as minors. They are strictly prohibited from engaging in 

any dangerous jobs. 

 The legislation designates child labor as a cognizable offense. 

Currently, the act of employing minors under the age of 14 will result 

in a prison sentence ranging from 6 months to 2 years (before it was 3 
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months to 1 year), or a fine ranging from twenty-thousand to fifty-

thousand rupees, or both, for the first offense. Recidivists will be 

subject to incarceration ranging from 1 to 3 years (or 6 months to 2 

years). If the criminal happens to be a  parent,  the legislation offers a 

lenient penalty and suggests a punishment of Rs.10,000 for every 

subsequent offense committed by the parent. 

 The legislation includes a provision for establishing a Rehabilitation 

Fund to support the rehabilitation of children. 

 The three vocations specified under the Factories Act are mining, 

handling inflammable chemicals, and engaging in hazardous activities. 

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 

As India became a signatory to the UN Convention on the Elimination of All 

Forms of Sexual Trafficking in Persons on May 9, 1950, this law was enacted to quell 

the unethical trade in children and women. To “prevent the immoral traffic,” this Act 

was passed. The PITA became increasingly gender-neutral after two revisions in 1978 

and 1986, respectively. There are twenty-five parts and one schedule to this bill, and 

its purpose is to put an end to the unethical practises of prostitution and trafficking in 

India. Anyone who has not yet turned sixteen is considered a kid, according to the law. 

The Act specifies a penalty for relying on a prostitute’s income under Section 4. If it is 

discovered that someone is making a living by prostituting children or minors, the 

penalties can be severe: two years in prison, a fine of Rs. 1000, or both. The minimum 

sentence is seven years, and the maximum is ten years. Being over the age of eighteen 

is one of the requirements of this clause. It establishes severe penalties, ranging from 7 

years to LI, for the acquisition of a minor for prostitution or for inducing a kid to 

travel from one location to another for prostitution. 

In Delhi High Court Legal Services Committee v. Union of India While 

reviewing the case of children discovered in brothels, the High Court made it crystal 

clear that these children “must be under the protective umbrella of CWC as a child in 

need of protection” and cannot be sent to the Juvenile Justice Board as a juvenile 

offender. 

Pre-  conception  and  Pre-  Natal  Diagnostic  Techniques  (Regulation  and 

Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 

The decrease in the number of females in the 0-6 age range may be attributed, 

in part, to female feticide. The Law on Prenatal and Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques 

(Prohibition of Gender Selection) was updated in 2003 from the Law on Pre- 

conception and Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (PC & NDT) that was established in 

1994 in order to combat this cruel practice. To prevent the abuse of prenatal diagnostic 
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procedures and bias, the legislation outlaws gender selection both before and after 

conception. To reverse the falling sex ratio in India and put an end to female feticides, 

it imposes punishments. Prenatal sex assurance is limited by the act. 

Family Laws: 

There are several provisions under Hindu Law which pertains to children and their 

rights. 

The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 

Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 Section 16 grants legitimacy to children born of an 

invalid marriage. This provision was upheld by the Supreme Court under Article 14 

because it recognizes all illegitimate offspring as belonging to the same category for 

the purpose of conferring legitimacy. However, like no one had the legal right to 

inherit the family estate. “A child born in illegitimate relationship/void marriage is 

innocent and is entitled to all the rights to property to which his parents are entitled, 

whether ancestral or self-acquired property,” the Supreme Court ruled in the case of 

Revanasiddappa v. Mallikarjun. Section 16(3) of the HMA states that “such children 

are only entitled to the property of their parents and not of any other relation.” The 

Supreme Court disagreed with previous rulings on this matter and issued this 

conclusion. According to the court, the purpose of the change was to clarify Section 

16’s meaning, and the provision in question must be construed in light of the statute’s 

equity provisions as well as Articles 39(f) and 300-A of the Constitution. This 

measure protects illegitimate offspring from the social shame that would otherwise 

befall them and ensures that they will have financial stability in the future as they 

become entitled to their parents’ property. 

The Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956 

Hindu adoptions are now governed under the Hindu Adoption and 

Maintenance Act of 1956. For legal reasons, the term “Hindus” is defined explicitly in 

the statute. Although the JJ Act of 2015 did close some of the adoption loopholes, it is 

still open to other groups in India. Among the many provisions of this statute 

pertaining to adoption are: 

a) Unless the child’s natural guardian relinquishes custody, adoption in the nation 

is considered a private matter between the biological parents and the adoptive 

parents and does not need judicial scrutiny or permission. 

b) Hindu law recognizes the possibility of adoption for married men, widows, 

widowers, single women, and women who have been divorced or abandoned. 

c) The father has the right to place his kid for adoption—but he can’t do so 

without his wife’s permission, who is also the child’s mother. It is not 

permissible to adopt a child without the mother’s agreement. In cases when the 

father has passed away, renounced Hinduism entirely, or is no longer a Hindu, 
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the mother has the choice to place the kid for adoption. 

d) Laws mandate a minimum age gap of 21 years between adoptive parents and 

adopted kid, in cases when the parents are of different sexes, to protect the 

adopted child from sexual abuse. 

e) If an adoptive Hindu parent already has a Hindu son, a son’s son, or a 

grandson’s son alive at the time of adoption, they are not allowed to adopt a 

son. Similarly, no one may adopt a girl if they already have a Hindu daughter 

or if the daughter of a Hindu son is alive while the adoption is being 

considered. 

f) The Act additionally states that no one shall accept any kind of compensation 

in exchange for an adoption, and it stipulates a penalty of up to six months in 

jail or a fine, or both, for anybody found guilty of violating this provision. To 

prevent the sale of children for the purpose of adoption, this clause is in place. 

Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956 

This Act governs natural guardians of minor children and their property 

obligations, such as not mortgaging or charging minor property without court 

approval. The minor may nullify any guardian property disposal. The court may also 

appoint a guardian, but the child’s wellbeing must come first. 

The Guardians and Wards Act, 1890 

This secular legislation has broad norms that apply to Hindus. This legislation 

exclusively governs minors’ property and person guardianship. For the minor’s 

interest and in conformity with the law, the court will consider the circumstances 

while appointing or designating a guardian. The court prioritizes the child’s best 

interests. 

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006 

 A major issue in society today is child marriage, which kills seeds before they 

grow. Child marriage denies a person all of society’s chances since they may not have 

developed before marriage. If a child doesn’t respect connections or know who to care 

for, their parents’ forced involvement in them causes hassles and obligations that 

impair their personal life. From the Sharda Act’s experience, introducing a new idea 

was easy, and the legislation was expected to be improved to prevent child marriage 

and other problems. The Indian Parliament enacted the “Child Marriage Prohibition 

Act 2006”. It obtained presidential clearance on January 10, 2007. Although the new 

rule prohibiting child marriage has numerous benefits, efforts are being made to 

concentrate on its new faults and notions. It defines kid as a person under 21 for boys 

and 18 for girls. The law plainly indicates that child marriages are reversible if the 

bride was a minor. It also legitimizes children born from annulled child marriages 
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under section 3. 

Information Technology Act, 2000 

The Information Technology Act, 2000 underpins Indian cyber legislation. It was 

revised in 2008 to increase its scope, and the Standing Committee and Expert 

Committee for the Information and Technology (Amendment) Bill advocated 

criminalizing child pornography. Based on suggestions, Section 67B of the IT Act 

criminalized child pornography in India. According to this clause, first-time offenders 

face five years in jail and a ten lakh rupee fine, while repeat offenders face seven years 

and a ten lakh rupee fine. Note that the IT Act criminalizes child porn but not adult 

porn. The IT Rules of 2011 and Section 79 of the IT Act require intermediaries to take 

reasonable care in their tasks and alert computer resource users to reply. These 

restrictions alone are not enough to combat Dark Web child pornography, thus a 

stricter legislation that holds parties accountable is needed.  

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012. 

 Figure shows the Act Scheme: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Forms of Child Sexual Abuse under POCSO Act 

When the victimized youngster is mentally ill or the abuse is done by a powerful 

person, the offenses are “aggravated.” The Act imposes life imprisonment and a fine 

based on the severity of the crime. The POCSO Act also prevents re-victimization, 

makes legal procedures child-friendly, and emphasizes the “child’s best interest.” It 

incorporates child-friendly mechanisms for correct reporting, reliable evidence 

recording, investigation, and expedited prosecution of offenses, as well as in-camera 

and without trials. Exposing the child’s identify in Special Courts. This also allows the 

Special Court to determine a child’s sexual abuse compensation, which goes toward 

medical treatment and rehabilitation. It mandates Special PPs and Special Courts with 

child-friendly reporting, evidence recording, investigation, and quick prosecution of 

offenses. The Act prescribes harsh punishments based on the crime.  

Figure:   The NCRB’s “Crime in India” 2019 report which was released in 

September 2020 has revealed the following Data 
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Chapter-2   of   POCSO   Act, 2012   provides   for   several   forms   of   sexual 

offences which are committed against children. They are discussed here under:  

Penetrative Sexual Assault and its aggravated form 

Section 3 defines Penetrative Sexual Assault, and Section 4 describes its penalty. 

Persons commit penetrative sexual assault if: when Penetrative Sexual Assault 

occurs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He commits a crime if he forces a youngster to perform any of the 

following with him or another person. Punishment: penetrative sexual assault 

is punishable by 10 years to LI imprisonment and a fine. This sentence was 

increased from 7 years to life by the 2019 Amendment. Section 4 of the 

Amendment Act of 2019 established new penalty for violating section 3 on a 

minor under 16 years old, including 20 years to LI and a fine. Section 4 requires 

that the fine be equitable and rational, given to the victim for medical costs, 

and used for rehabilitation. 

Aggravated form of Penetrative Sexual Assault: 

Section 5 defines aggravated sexual assault. Means if penetrative sexual assault is 

committed by: 
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Figure 4:  Aggravated form of Penetrative Sexual Assault 

If the person physically disables the child, induces a psychiatric disorder, 

impairs the child’s ability to perform regular tasks, causes pregnancy of a female 

child, infects the child with HIV or other life-threatening diseases, or kills the child, 

they are also guilty of aggravated penetrative sexuasion. 

  This clause also covers gang-penetrative sexual assault on children and holds 

all parties accountable if the crime is performed in pursuance of a common aim. A 

previously convicted POCSO Act offender who conducts penetrative sexual assault on 

a minor is considered to have committed aggravated sexual assault. 

Section 6 punishes serious penetrative sexual assault. It states that serious assault is 

punishable by harsh imprisonment for 20 years to LI (life in prison) or death and fine. 

Thus, the punishment should be fair and recompense the victim for medical and 

reintegration costs. This sentence was increased from 10 years hard imprisonment or 

life by the 2019 Amendment. 

Sexual Assault and its Aggravated form 
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Section 7 defines the offence of Sexual Assault and its punishment is provided 

under section 8. Sexual Assault means: 

 

Figure 5:   

 

Punishment 7: It carries a 3–5-year sentence and fine. 

Section 9 defines aggravated sexual assault. It also defines Aggravated Sexual Assault 

for powerful people. Its wording resembles section 5. 

The 2019 Amendment Act included sub-section 9 (v) that makes it aggravated sexual 

assault if a person gives a minor a medicine, chemical, or hormone to help them reach 

sexual maturity sooner. This is a positive inclusion since law recognizes child 

trafficking and prostitution as prohibited. 

Section 10 punishes aggravated sexual offenses. 

This sentence was increased from three to five years by the Amendment Act of 2019. 

Sexual Harassment 

Section 11 defines the offence of Sexual Harassment and its punishment is provided 

under section 12 As per it, Sexual Harassment is committed when a person does any 

of the following acts with sexual intent: 
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Figure 6: sexual harassment 

 

This section explains that sexual intent questions are factual. The penalty for 

sexual harassment is three years and a fine. 

Child Pornography 

Chapter 3 of the Act covers child pornography
4
. Section 2(1)(da) of the 

2012 Act defines “child pornography”. It defines it as any visual portrayal of 

sexually explicit action when a kid is involved and may include a picture, 

video, digital, or computer- generated image that may be indistinguishable 

from a genuine child or a child-like image. Here, chapter 3 provisions are 

examined. 

1. Section   13,14   –   Use   of   Child   for   Pornographic   

Purpose   and punishment thereof: 

 

 

Figure 7: How a Child is used for pornographic purpose 

                                                           
4
 Child pornography (also abbreviated as CP, also called child sexual abuse material[1] (known 

by the acronym CSAM, underscoring that children cannot be deemed willing participants under 
law, child porn, or kiddie porn) is erotic material that depicts persons under the designated age 



104 
 

 
 

Section 14 covers punishment for pornographic child usage. If 

someone employs a kid or youngsters for pornographic purposes, they face 

a 5-year sentence and a fine. This clause also increases penalties for repeat 

offences. In a second conviction, the defendant faces 7 years and a fine. 

Subsection 14 of this section specifies that if a person uses a kid for 

pornographic purposes and commits another POCSO Act offence, they will 

be punished in addition to the aforementioned period. 

Section15- Punishment for storage of pornographic material involving child: 

The storage of pornographic material involving children is a 

grave offense under Indian law, reflecting the nation's stringent stance 

against child exploitation and abuse. The Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act, 2012, along with subsequent amendments 

and the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000, prescribe severe penalties 

for the possession, distribution, and production of child pornography. 

This study focuses on the legal ramifications of such offenses within the 

districts of Southern Rajasthan—Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Sirohi, Pratapgarh, 

Banswara, and Dungarpur—emphasizing the enforcement of these laws in 

2024. 

Under Section 14 of the POCSO Act, any individual found storing 

pornographic material involving children is liable to face rigorous 

imprisonment for up to three years and a fine.  

 

The Information Technology (IT) Act further bolsters these legal provisions by 

incorporating a framework that directly addresses crimes committed in the digital 

realm, particularly in relation to the creation, distribution, and consumption of child 

pornography. Given the pervasive integration of technology into daily life, the IT Act 

acknowledges the significant role that digital platforms, including social media, 

websites, and encrypted messaging services, play in facilitating the exploitation and 

abuse of children. The law mandates stringent penalties for those involved in 

producing, storing, transmitting, or accessing child sexual abuse material (CSAM) 

online, ensuring that offenders are held accountable for their actions in cyberspace. 

In regions such as Southern Rajasthan, the importance of these legal measures is 

heightened by the increasing availability and use of digital devices like smartphones, 

computers, and tablets. With greater internet connectivity, especially in rural and 

remote areas, children become more vulnerable to online predators and the risk of 

                                                                                                                                                                       
of majority. 
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exposure to harmful content, including child pornography.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: 

15 Abetment and Attempt of 

offences 

Chapter 4 covers abetment
5
 and attempt. The Act recognises that 

criminal intent, even if unsuccessful, should be punished. Under the Act, 

attempting a crime is penalised by half the penalty. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5
 A person abets an offence, who abets either the commission of an offence, or the commission of 

an act which would be an offence, if committed by a person capable by law of committing an 
offence with the same intention or knowledge as that of the abettor. 
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The acknowledgment of intent to inflict injury, which might result in half the 

sentence for the specific offence, is also important Abetting a POCSO Act 

crime is defined under Section 16. This concept resembles Abetment in the 

Indian Penal Code, 1860. Someone abets a crime by: 

Figure 9: How Abetment is done? 

This section includes three explanations.  

Explanation 1 defines instigation.  

Explanation 2 defines assistance 

Explanation 3 expands it to include harbouring, forced child transportation, etc. 

Section 17 penalises abetment. It states that if a person abets an infraction under 

this Act and the crime is committed as a consequence, the person shall be 

chastised in line with the sentence. 

Section 18 punishes attempted offences. According to it, if a person tries to 

commit a POCSO Act-prohibited act and conducts any behaviour that 

contributes to the attempt, offence, he or she will get half the maximum jail 

time, a fine, or both. 

Reporting of Cases 

Case reporting is covered in Chapter 5.  

This includes reporting child sexual abuse information by media, 

studio, and photography facility staff. These requirements are under POCSO 

Act, 2012 sections 19 and 20. Sections 21 and 22 of this Act sanction non-

reporting while section 23 states the media’s duty. 

Section 19 specifies that anybody with knowledge or suspicion of a 

POCSO offence must notify the SJPU or local police. If supplied in good 

faith, such information does not subject the giver to civil or criminal 

responsibility. 

Section 20 of the POCSO Act, 2012 requires media, studio, and photography 

facility staff to report any content or material that sexually exploits a minor to 

SJPU or the local police. 

Besides these provisions, Rule 11 of POCSO Rules of 2020 requires 
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intermediaries to report Child Pornography material or information about its 

storage and transmission to Special Juvenile Police Unit or local police. 

Abuse Punishment in case of non-reporting: 

Figure 10: Complaint procedure for Child Sexual Abuse 

Punishment in case of non-reporting: 

Section 21 punishes non-reporting as in sections 19 and 20. According to it, if a 

person fails to report an occurrence under section 19 or 20 and the police officer 

does not record the report, they will be penalised for up to 6 months/fine/both. 

 This clause further specifies that if a corporation or institution manager fails to 

report a subordinate control, the leader will be fined and imprisoned for up to a year. 

The term ‘person’ in this section does not include ‘child’. 
Establishment of Special Court 

Chapter-7 provides for the provisions in relation to Special Courts. The 

provisions are discussed here under: 
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This clause further clarifies the consequences for managers in corporations or 

institutions who fail to report any misconduct or oversight involving their 

subordinates. In such cases, the manager in question can face legal penalties, including 

financial fines and imprisonment for a maximum duration of one year. The intent 

behind this clause is to emphasize accountability and ensure that leadership within 

organizations adheres to their responsibility in overseeing and reporting the actions of 

those under their supervision. Additionally, the clause provides an important 

distinction regarding the definition of the term 'person' as it is applied here. 

Specifically, it states that 'person' does not include children, which means that any 

provisions or obligations outlined in this section do not extend to minors. This 

exclusion could be based on the legal understanding that children lack the requisite 

capacity or responsibility to be subject to the same rules and consequences applied to 

adults in such contexts. 

The establishment of Special Courts is a critical step in the judicial system of India, 

aimed at addressing the specific and sensitive nature of cases related to child abuse 

and sexual offenses. Under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses (POCSO) 

Act, 2012, the creation of Special Courts is mandated to ensure that cases involving 

child victims are handled with the utmost care, speed, and sensitivity.  
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          Procedure under POCSO Act: 

POCSO Act establishes kid-friendly and child-sensitive procedures 

for capturing child statements and evidence. Provisions are detailed below: 

punishment for false reporting: Section 22 punishes misleading 

complaints and information. According to it, if a person makes a false 

complaint or gives false information about a person for offences under 

sections 3,5,7, or 9 with the intent to humiliate or extort money, they will be 

punished for up to six months/fine/both. A youngster who makes a 

fraudulent complaint or statement is not punished under the Act. Section 

states that if a complaint is made against a kid to victimise him, the 

perpetrator shall be fined or imprisoned for one year. 

Section 23 prohibits media from commenting on or identifying 

children. If so, the publisher or owner of media will be jointly and severally 

accountable for staff actions. If this clause is violated, the penalty is 6 

months to 1 year. 

Recording of Statement: A sub-inspector-level female police 

officer must record the child’s statement at their house or a venue of their 

choosing. Officers must not be in uniform while taking statements. 

 During the investigation, police must prevent kid contact 

with the accused. 

 Children should never be kept in police precincts late at 

night. Police are responsible for concealing the child’s 

identity from the media. 

Section 25 allows magistrates to record kid statements. As per 

section 164 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, the Magistrate must 

record a child’s statement precisely as the youngster expressed it. POCSO 

Act does not need the accused’s advocate’s attendance as required by 

Section 164(1)’s provision. 

   When police submit a final report under section 173 of the CRPC, 

the Magistrate must provide a copy of the document under section 207 to 

the kid and parents. Additional statement provisions are in Section 26. It 

requires a judge or policeman to record the child’s statement in front of 

parents or another trusted person. The judge or police officer may utilise a 

translation or interpreter to record the child’s testimony. A magistrate or 

policeman may hire a special educator or expert to record a child’s evidence 

if they have a mental or physical disability. The magistrate or policeman 



110 
 

 
 

should record the child’s evidence using audio-video equipment. 

  Section 27 allows child medical evaluation. It states that section 

164A of the CrPC must be followed while examining a child who has been 

harmed under this Act, regardless of whether a FIR or complaint has been 

lodged. Medical checks must be done in front of the child’s parents or 

another competent person. The medical institution’s leader must choose a 

female attendant if the parent is absent. A female doctor must examine a 

girl kid victim. 

Recording of Evidences 

Section 33 outlines Special Court procedures and powers. 

According to it, a Special Court might admit a crime based on a complaint 

or police report without the accused being tried. Special Courts have all the 

authority of session courts and try offences like session courts. 

Child-friendly procedure: The Special Public Prosecutor or 

counsel representing the accused must inform the Special Court of 

questions to be asked to the child during examination-in-chief, cross-

examination, or re-examination. The Special Court may allow frequent kid 

breaks during trial. Family, guardians, friends, and relatives must be 

allowed in court to establish a child-friendly environment. The court must 

avoid continually calling the youngster to testify. The court must prohibit 

aggressive interrogation and character assassination of the youngster and 

safeguard their dignity throughout the trial. The Court must protect the 

child’s identity throughout inquiry and trial. If it is in the child’s best 

interest, the Court may allow disclosure for written reasons. 

Compensation: The court may order compensation for bodily or 

emotional harm or prompt rehabilitation of the child in addition to 

punishment. 

 Evidence recording and case disposal: Section 35 mandates 

documenting child evidence within 30 days after taking it. Special Court 

recognition of the offence. Within one year after becoming aware of the 

offence, the trial must be concluded. 

 Section 36 requires the Court to protect the child from the accused 

during testimony, while also allowing the accused to hear and 

communicate with the child’s advocate. This Court may record a child’s 

statement via video conferencing, visible mirrors, or curtains. 

 Section 37 mandates in-camera trials in the presence of the child’s 

parents or a trusted person. Section 284 of the Code of Criminal 
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Procedure, 1973 allows court to examine kid via Commission if 

necessary. 

 Section 38 allows the Court to use a translation or interpreter to record 

the child’s evidence. If a kid has a mental or physical handicap, the Court 

may use a qualified special educator to record their testimony. 

   Recent Amendments in Act 

  Changes appear to be the rule of nature, thus laws are formed and 

modifications are made to fill the gaps. The POCSO Amendment Bill, 

2019, amends the POCSO Act, 2012 as follows: 

For Penetrative Sexual Assault: 

Penetrative Sexual Assault carries a minimum 7-to-10-year 

sentence. If a perpetrator commits these acts on a kid under 16, the sentence 

is from 20 years to life imprisonment. 

For Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault: 

By the commission of such an offence i.e. namely the Aggravated 

Penetrative Sexual Assault by any of the police authority, armed forces, or 

any public servant and by committing such offence if it causes the death of 

the child or if the child  gets pregnant, and if by committing such offence by 

any of the authorities mentioned above the sexual organs of the child gets 

damaged then in such a case the punishment shall be enhanced from the 

period of 10 years to 20 years and the maximum punishment shall be the 

death penalty. 

For Aggravated Sexual Assault: 

Under this offence, there are two types of aggravated sexual assault: 

natural disaster assault and second is for early kid maturity if someone gives 

the child chemicals or hormones. 

Capital punishment may encourage the accused to murder their 

victims and raise the possibility of sex offenders killing their victims to 

destroy evidence and prevent principal testimony. Punishment certainty 

deters more than harshness. The emphasis should be on speedier and more 

effective POCSO investigation, prosecution, and disposal. 

Drawbacks and Implementation of Act 

For fast trial and resolution of rape and POCSO Act cases, the 

government has established 1023 Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs). Of 

the 597 FTSCs operating in August 2020, 321 were exclusive POCSO 

courts. 
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Our child protection machinery is still young and struggles to 

manage the amount of cases, follow protocols, implement child-friendly 

processes, and meet POCSO Act timeframes. Now is the time to examine 

these statistics: 

 

Child sexual abuse has legal, social, medical, and psychological 

effects. The law has flaws in several areas. 

A. Consent: 

Even if a family member or officer insists on a medical examination 

and the child or teenager declines, the POCSO Act remains silent. Such 

situations need consensual resolution. If there is a surviving kid under 12, 

qualified parental consent is preferred, but if the child is a teenager (12-18), 

parents and the survivor should agree. However, emergency treatment 

should be given without permission or legal issues to save the infant. 

B. Medical Examination: 

A female child impacted by Section 27 (2) of the POCSO Act must 

see a gynaecologist. However, the law requires available healthcare 

professionals to provide emergency treatment. However, Section 166A 

requires the state duty medical officer to regularly examine the raped lady. 

This legal conundrum emerges when a female doctor is unavailable. 

C. Cost of treatment: 

The medical profession and organisation must offer survivors with 

free medical treatment by law. If necessary facilities or pricey treatments are 

not available, the government should pay for them; otherwise, hospitals 

may provide inferior care or lose access to comprehensive survival 
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therapies. 

D. Consensual sexual intimacy: 

The POCSO Act 2012 makes it unlawful to have sexual relations 

with a minor, hence sexual relations between teens and adults are banned. 

Age, gender, or marriage victim/accused. However, any homosexual 

activity between two teenagers exposed to repeated sexual misconduct 

should not be a criminal since the POCSO Act, 2012 would penalise both 

adolescents. However, the 2013 Rape IPC amendment underlines that the 

age of consent for sex is 18, making it possible to prosecute someone with 

consensual sexual intercourse with a minor. Rape cases may climb. More 

importantly, obstetricians and gynaecologists must record all MTP (medical 

termination of pregnancy) cases on minors under 18. 

E. Child marriage: 

In  India,  secular  legislation  prohibits  child  marriage,  but  private  

law  allows  it, complicating matters. These difficulties must be addressed 

while revising the statute. 

F. Training: 

The 2012 POCSO Act requires medical, teaching, judicial, legal, 

and law enforcement training. Research, data, surveillance, and awareness 

efforts are hardest. Training all parties is crucial to providing high-quality 

care and fairness. All medical students and primary care practitioners will 

get child-friendly interviews, systematic assessments, evidence collection, 

STDs, and HIV. 

G. Reporting: 

It is well known that child sexual abuse is seldom reported. Many 

family members and survivors find learning about child sexual assaults 

difficult and intimate. Family, friends, and victims are humiliated to bear 

the humiliation, fury, aggravation, and emotional suffering this act has 

caused. They stay silent and torture for a long time because of medical 

exams, the criminal justice system, and uninformed community members 

who fear being attacked again. Medical personnel dealing with children 

must disclose any reasonable suspicion of child sexual abuse to the 

authorities. Thus, specialists must monitor sexual abuse and properly 

analyse the youngster. 

The POCSO Act of 2012 is a great law that criminalises almost 

every kind of child sexual abuse, yet it still has certain drawbacks. To give 

comprehensive, high- quality treatment to child sexual abuse victims, a 
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multi-dimensional, multi-agency group and multi-tier plan with 

psychological aid would be available. 

National Policies and Programs for Children 

Many national policies and programme for children target child 

safety, survival, and development. Important ones are listed below: 

Children in India (2012). 

The 1974 National Policy for Children: 

This is the first child rights policy. This approach recognised that 

children are the country’s future citizens and a great asset. The policy aims 

to implement the UN Declaration of Rights and constitutional obligations 

for children. It summarises services the state should give for the child’s 

physical, psychological, and social development before, after, and 

throughout growth. 

National Education Policy, 1986: 

Indian women, STs, and SCs were prioritised in this programme to 

eliminate disparities and provide equal educational chances. To achieve 

these, the policy called for intensifying scholarships, adult education, SC 

teacher recruitment, encouraging poor families to send their children to 

school, developing new institutions, and providing housing, civic amenities, 

and facilities. According to this strategy, “child- centred approach” in 

elementary education and launched Operation Blackboard to reform schools 

nationwide. 

1993 National Nutrition Policy: 

The policy targeted child malnutrition and undernutrition. Children 

need proper nourishment to grow and develop. Children get healthy lunches 

via the Mid- Day Meal programme at schools. Children require proper food 

and nutrition to grow and develop and to have energy to focus on school 

and participate in other activities like creative and physical activities. The 

strategy addresses this issue by direct, short- term, and indirect, long-term 

interventions in food production and distribution, health and family welfare, 

education, rural and urban development, woman and child development, 

etc. 

The National Population Policy of 2000: 

The 2000 national population strategy seeks to improve Indian 

children’s position. Free and compulsory school education up to 14, 

universal immunisation of children against all vaccine-preventable diseases, 

100% birth, death, marriage, and pregnancy registration, and substantial 
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infant and maternal mortality reduction were its priorities. 

The 2002 National Health Policy: 

This policy aims to improve national health. To promote access to 

the decentralised public health system, new infrastructure is built in poor 

regions and old infrastructure is improved. Providing more equitable health 

care throughout the nation is a priority. 

The National Charter for Children (NCC) of 2003: 

This strategy emphasises the constitutional protections for children 

and the role of civil society, communities, and families in meeting their 

fundamental needs. The NCC emphasises the well-being of BPL children, 

street children, female children, child care initiatives, and educational 

activities to avoid exploitation. The Charter requires the State and society to 

empower adolescents by providing them with the knowledge and skills they 

need to become economically productive citizens. 

        Conclusion 

In conclusion, the legislative framework addressing child sexual 

abuse in India, particularly under acts like the Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act, 2012, and the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act, 2015, demonstrates a robust commitment to 

safeguarding children's rights and well- being. These laws provide 

comprehensive measures for the prevention, investigation, and prosecution 

of child sexual abuse cases, ensuring stringent punishments for offenders 

and protective mechanisms for victims.  
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CHAPTER IV 

ROLE OF FAMILY- FACTORS IN CHILD 

ABUSE: REFLECTING THE PERSONALITY 

OF CHILDREN 

4.1 Model for understanding child Abuse Family Stresses 

4.2 Forms of Child Abuse and Neglect 

4.2.1 Physical Abuse and Neglect 

4.2.2 Emotional Abuse and Neglect 

4.2.3 Non Organic Failure to Thrive (NOFTT) 

4.2.4 Psychological Abuse and Neglect 

4.2.5 Educational Abuse and Neglect 

4.2.6 Causes of Child Abuse and Neglect 

4.2.7 Individual - Parent Factors 

4.2.8 Common Personality Characteristics 

4.2.9 Psychopathy 

4.2.10 Depression 

4.2.11 Psychosis 

4.2.12 Mental Retardation 

4.2.13 Substance Abuse 

4.2.14 Parent’s Childrearing Experience 

4.2.15 Social Isolation 

4.2.16 Family Factors 

4.2.17 Parental Collusion in Maltreatment 

4.2.18 Scapegoating 

4.2.19 Stepparents and Reorganized Families 

4.2.20 The Extended Family 

4.2.21 Environmental Factors 

4.2.22 Chronic Stressors 

4.2.23 Being A Parent 

4.2.24 Chronic Illness 

4.2.25 Poverty 

4.2.26 Situational Stressors 

4.2.27 Precipitating Stressors 

4.3 Some Important Personality Determinants 

4.3.1. Early Experiences 

4.3.2. Cultural Influences 

4.3.3. Physique 
 

4.3.4. Attractiveness 
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4.3.5. Intelligence 

4.3.6. Emotions 

4.3.7. Success and Failure 

4.3.8. School Influences 

4.3.9. Family Influences 

4.3.10. Personality Maladjustments 

4.3.11. Conclusion 

An individual’s development is influenced by both their inherent 

capabilities and the skills and knowledge acquired from their 

environment. The individual’s surroundings may be categorized into two 

distinct elements: the physical environment and the social environment. 

This research has placed significant emphasis on the dynamic interplay 

between an individual and their surrounding environment. The 

reciprocal relationship between individuals and their environment results 

in mutual impact and subsequent modifications throughout the process 

of interaction. 

The fundamental basis of personality development may be traced 

back to the family unit, which serves as a primary social structure. In its 

nuclear form, this unit consists of a heterosexual couple and their 

legally acknowledged offspring. The family has traditionally been seen 

as the primary educational institution for a kid, with the parent assuming 

the role of the first educator. This arrangement affords many 

opportunities for the child’s development in alignment with societal 

expectations and standards. Given the near-exclusive interaction between 

the family and the infant, the family assumes a substantial role in shaping 

the behavioral patterns that the child will manifest. 

The acquisition of personality is largely influenced by the home 

environment. The objective of socialization, a developmental process, is 

to impart moral norms, ethics, and societal behavioral patterns to 

individuals. 

This aspect is prominently emphasized throughout the first stages 

of education, mostly provided by parents. Parents serve as both the 

providers of social security and the fulfillers of a kid’s socio-genic 
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requirements. 

 Consequently, they assume the roles of authoritative figures who are 

capable of displaying love and enforcing discipline. The child, in turn, 

identifies with these parental figures. However, it is important to note that 

parents are also seen as those responsible for enforcing laws and 

regulations, which might potentially impede a child’s pursuit of self-

centered gratification. 

The development of children’s personality is influenced by several 

socioeconomic variables. Child abuse is a problem that receives 

extensive media coverage in a range of formats, including news, features, 

documentaries, and dramas, on an almost daily basis. 

The occurrence of abuse often originates inside the domestic 

setting and manifests in many manifestations, including physical, 

sexual, psychological, and neglectful forms. India is a geographically 

extensive nation. 

The population of the country reached the milestone of one billion 

on May 11, 2000. According to current research, the prevalence of child 

abuse is estimated to affect a population of over 375 million children. 

Child abuse is a phenomenon that arises within the intricate 

interplay of familial, societal, and individual elements. 

The repercussions of any kind of adversity experienced 

throughout infancy have long-lasting effects on an individual, persisting 

into adulthood. 

4.1 Model for understanding child Abuse Family Stresses 
 

Child abuse is a pervasive issue that has gained recognition as a 

worldwide phenomena, transcending national boundaries. Indeed, it is a 

prevalent global societal phenomenon. This phenomenon is seen in 

several contexts, however it is most often observed within the familial 

domain. 

Children have historically and continue to be seen as the 

possessions of their parents in several cultures. The act of disciplining 

children has been an integral aspect of human civilization. The 
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persistence of infanticide, ritual mutilation, physical violence, sexual 

exploitation, enslavement, and abandonment in contemporary culture is 

evident to varied extents. 

The recognition of child abuse as a significant societal issue is vital 

in safeguarding the rights of children. From a preventative standpoint, the 

family has significant importance since a substantial portion of a child’s 

first learning and development occurs inside the familial environment. 

It is important to acknowledge the crucial role that parents play in 

the developmental progress of their children. Nevertheless, it is important 

to acknowledge that instances of parental abuse against their children do 

occur. 

It is often the case that such behavior is not deliberate, but 

rather stems from a lack of knowledge and misguided beliefs that dictate 

that children should be subjected to punishment in the absence of proper 

discipline. 

4.2 Forms of Child Abuse and Neglect 

There exists a global variance in the forms of child abuse and neglect. Certain 

elements are ubiquitous and often seen throughout several nations. Below, we 

provide an explanation of the aforementioned forms. 

4.2.1Physical Abuse and Neglect 

Physical abuse may be specifically delineated as deliberate harm 

inflicted upon a child by a caregiver, leading to manifestations such as 

bruises, abrasions, lacerations, scars, burns, fractures, and similar ailments. 

Physical abuse encompasses a range of unwelcome physical actions 

directed against a child, including but not limited to acts such as pushing, 

shoving, hurling things, striking or assaulting, choking, burning, using a 

weapon, or restricting the kid’s freedom of movement. Physical neglect 

encompasses any intentional harm inflicted upon a child by there are 

giver, excluding incidental injuries. Physical abuse may occur when a kid 

is subjected to excessive corporal punishment that is deemed unsuitable for 

their age or physical well-being. It also encompasses the provision of 

fundamental necessities for a kid, including sustenance, attire, housing, 

healthcare, and oversight. 
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4.2.2 Emotional Abuse and Neglect 

Emotional abuse refers to a persistent pattern of behaviors shown by a 

caregiver that detrimentally impacts the child’s psychological and emotional 

well-being, hindering the development of a stable and positive 

personality. Emotional abuse refers to parental behaviors that result in 

psychological injury rather than physical harm to the kid. In order to 

comprehensively assess the impact of parental behavior on a kid, it is essential 

to ascertain both the precise actions shown by the parent and the 

subsequent tangible injury or emotional disruption experienced by the child. 

Emotional neglect refers to the persistent inability of a caregiver to 

adequately offer a kid with the essential support and love required for the 

development of a stable and well-adjusted personality. Emotional neglect is 

characterized by a deliberate lack of nurturing verbal and behavioral acts on 

the part of a parent, which are essential for the emotional and healthy 

development of a child. 

4.2.3 Non Organic Failure to Thrive (NOFTT) 

Non-organic failure to thrive (NOFTT) often manifests when a kid, 

typically a newborn, has insufficient caloric intake. The mother’s potential 

neglect of adequate feeding may be attributed to her engagement with 

external demands and responsibilities, as well as her lack of knowledge about 

acceptable feeding practices. Additionally, drug abuse or a lack of affection 

towards the infant may contribute to this neglect. 

The phenomenon known as failure to thrive is characterized by a 

newborn or child’s inability to attain the anticipated growth standards, as 

determined via the evaluation of weight and height measurements. The 

youngster may also have limitations in several aspects of their developmental 

potential. It may also be characterized as the inability to reach the typical 

growth potential, which is often associated with inadequate caloric intake 

and under nutrition. This phenomenon may arise due to inadequate nutrition 

or the use of atypical diets, such as a vegan diet, by infants or children. 

Adults may thrive on a rigid vegetarian diet, however infants and young 

children may not possess the same capacity to thrive under such dietary 

restrictions. 

4. 2.4 Psychological Abuse and Neglect 
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Psychological abuse and neglect include several forms of 

maltreatment, such as engaging in behaviors that undermine a kid’s 

motivation, behavior, and emotional well-being, ultimately resulting in 

adverse psychological outcomes for the child. 

4.2.5 Educational Abuse and Neglect 

Instances of educational abuse and neglect manifest when parents 

use coercive measures to prevent their children from attending school, 

resulting in persistent absenteeism and failure to address certain educational 

requirements. 

Educational neglect refers to the inability of parents or caretakers to 

ensure 

that a child is enrolled in and regularly attends school or an appropriate 

alternative educational environment. Educational neglect is seen as a 

multifaceted issue with interactive dimensions. 

Multiple studies have consistently shown that newborns and early 

children are often subjected to abuse and neglect. However, as these 

children grow older, it has been seen that individuals below the age of 

eighteen continue to experience maltreatment at the hands of their parents 

and caregivers. 

4.2.6 Causes of Child Abuse and Neglect 

In contemporary discourse, the term “child abuse and neglect” encompasses a 

diverse spectrum of behaviors. These behaviors include physical injury, 

emotional abuse, neglect, sexual mistreatment, and medical or educational 

neglect. A spectrum of maltreatment exists, ranging from mild to severe, 

including both persistent issues and sporadic or isolated occurrences. In this 

discourse, we explore the underlying factors contributing to instances of 

child abuse and neglect. 

1. Factors pertaining to the individual’s parents 

2. Factors Related to the Family 

3 Environmental factors refer to the external conditions and 

influences that impact the natural world. These factors might include 

physical elements such as climate, geography, and natural resources. 

4.2.7 Individual - Parent Factors 

Parents who engage in abusive and negligent behaviors do not align 
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with a specific mental diagnostic group, and often exhibit similarities to the 

general population. Nevertheless, there are some personality traits that are 

often seen in parents that engage in maltreatment. Moreover, there are 

specific instances of abuse or neglect in which parents are afflicted with 

mental illness. Ultimately, there exist several parenting issues that 

significantly contribute to instances of abuse and neglect. 

4.2.8 Common Personality Characteristics 

Parents who engage in maltreatment often suffer a significant 

decrease in their self-esteem. Individuals may see themselves as lacking 

value, being unable, or having negative qualities as individuals. Certain 

parents who exhibit neglectful behavior not only ignore their children, 

but also fail to prioritize their own well- being. Consequently, these 

recurring behaviors serve as constant reminders of their perceived lack of 

value as individuals. When parents engage in abusive behavior towards 

their children, it is often driven by a desire to exert control and thereby 

bolster their own sense of well-being. However, this mistreatment also has a 

detrimental impact as it reinforces their negative self-perceptions of 

being inherently flawed and without value. 

Excessive reliance is identified as another prevalent trait among 

parents who engage in maltreatment. Parents have significant challenges 

when faced with the very demanding responsibility of raising children. 

Parents may have the expectation of receiving care and nurturing from 

their offspring. Parents prioritize meeting their personal wants while raising 

their children, sometimes relegating the care of the kid to a secondary 

position. Consequently, parental neglect may occur when parents are 

unable to effectively respond to their children’s normal or sometimes 

excessive dependence needs, resulting in parents reacting negatively 

towards their children. 

Certain deficiencies in superego functioning may be seen in certain 

parents who engage in abusive and negligent behaviors. Individuals may 

have impulsive tendencies. It is a common phenomenon for individuals 

to encounter angry and sexual emotions towards those with whom they 

have intimate relationships. Nevertheless, parents who act on these 

emotions tend to be impulsive. They have a deficiency in their ability to 
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regulate or manage their urges and requirements. Consequently, their 

heightened emotional state may result in a direct act of physical aggression 

against the kid, or conversely, their impulsive tendencies may hinder their 

ability to acknowledge and address the child’s needs. 

Parents that engage in abusive behavior may also have inflexible 

superego structures. Occasionally, certain parents exert stringent control 

over their own aggressive and sexual emotions. Parents who possess a 

strict superego have inflexible beliefs on the appropriate manner in which 

things should unfold, rendering them incapable of tolerating instances of 

kid misbehavior or any kind of child interference that contradicts their own 

desires. As a result, in such instances, parents proceed to administer 

disciplinary measures or engage in aggressive behavior towards their 

offspring. Other parents have a distinct challenge, namely a lack of moral 

awareness, especially when it comes to the mistreatment of their 

children. The individuals in question exhibit a deficiency in demonstrating a 

suitable degree of empathy for the kid, while also engaging in a process of 

justifying abusive actions. 

  4.2.9 Psychopathy 

It is of utmost significance to distinguish the aforementioned 

parents from those who have psychopathic tendencies. The aforementioned 

individuals represent a minority of parents that engage in abusive behavior, 

although children who have such parents are not seen to be at significant 

danger. 

Parents with psychopathic traits have not had the opportunity to 

receive nurturing and consistent parenting throughout their formative years, 

which has hindered their ability to effectively address the deficiencies in 

their own lives. Consequently, individuals do not establish affectionate 

bonds, but rather cultivate connections based on exploitation. Individuals 

who have not had the opportunity to get early nurturing experiences may 

exhibit significant distortions in their super ego. Individuals who have caused 

damage to a kid often exhibit a lack of genuine sorrow for their actions 

towards the youngster. The differential diagnosis of genuine psychopathy 

poses challenges due to the frequent confusion with other underlying 

causes, as well as the fact that psychopathy constitutes an extreme end of a 
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continuum within the realm of personality disorders. Parents that engage in 

maltreatment behavior are more often associated with some psychopathic 

features rather than actual psychopathy. Psychiatric and/or psychological 

assessments are often required in order to arrive at a conclusive decision. 

Working with individuals who exhibit true psychopathic traits poses 

significant challenges and offers little possibilities for creating a supportive 

and safe environment for their children. 

4.2.10 Depression 

Depression1 is perhaps the most often seen individual element contributing 

to neglect. Parents who experience depression often exhibit persistent 

sadness, less emotional expressiveness, few displays of joy, verbalize 

feelings of being overwhelmed, and may have signs of impaired coping 

abilities. In instances of heightened severity, individuals may choose to 

remain bedridden during the day, abstain from consuming meals entirely, or 

exhibit little concern towards their child’s conduct or physical presentation. 

Distinguishing between parents exhibiting chronic depressed personalities 

and those experiencing situational depressions and cycle depressive 

syndromes has significant importance. Distinguishing between the two may 

be facilitated by considering both the individual’s historical functioning 

and their awareness of current life events. 

  One  should  be  vigilant  for  many  forms  of  situational  

depression, including postpartum depression, as well as depression triggered 

by the loss of a loved one, the removal of children, or instances of 

desertion or separation. Situational depressions may be effectively addressed 

by interventions such as modifying the underlying conditions that contribute 

to the depression, engaging in short-term therapeutic interventions, accessing 

community support systems, and considering the use of antidepressant 

medication. Moreover, medicine is likely to be effective in treating manic-

depressive syndrome and severe cycle depressions. 

Parents who experience depression may exhibit persistent 

irritability and display harsh behavior towards their children. Furthermore, 

it is postulated that melancholy may stem from suppressed rage, leading 

                                                           
1 Depressive disorder (also known as depression) is a common mental disorder. It involves 

a depressed mood or loss of pleasure or interest in activities for long periods of time. 
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individuals to sometimes exhibit aggressive behavior and engage in child 

abuse. 

4.2.11 Psychosis 

The prevalence of psychosis among parents who engage in child 

abuse and/or neglect is estimated to be around 5 percent. Nevertheless, this 

circumstance has the potential to be very perilous for the infant. When a 

kid is seen as being integrated into the parent’s delusional framework, 

such as being believed to be possessed by malevolent forces or being a 

potential threat to the parent, there is a significant likelihood of abuse 

occurring. Neglect may arise when a parent becomes entirely preoccupied 

with their own internal psychological realm and delusional framework, so 

rendering them oblivious to the child’s existence or need. 

4.2.12 Mental Retardation 

While individuals with intellectual disabilities may demonstrate 

loving and caring qualities as parents, they often have challenges in acquiring 

the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively raise children. 

Consequently, individuals with restrictions may exhibit abusive or negligent 

parenting behaviors. In order to determine an individual’s capacity to 

provide care for children, it is often imperative to conduct a psychological 

assessment. In cases when children have a parent with intellectual 

disabilities, the provision of actual assistance and the instruction of 

parenting skills have shown to be very beneficial in ensuring the well-being 

of these children. However, it is essential that parents demonstrate a 

willingness to receive assistance and understand their limitations. The 

provision of ongoing supportive services may be deemed necessary for an 

extended period of time, since it is often seen as a more favorable option 

compared to the dissolution of a familial unit characterized by a robust 

parent-child relationship. 

4.2.13 Substance Abuse 

Parents who exhibit drug addiction or alcoholism are at a significantly 

elevated risk for engaging in abusive or neglectful behaviors towards their 

children. Occasionally, instances of abuse may be attributed to diminished 

impulse control stemming from substance use, notably alcohol, and may 

manifest as a manifestation of deep-seated rage. Neglect is a frequent 
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occurrence among individuals who take drugs and subsequently experience 

immobilization, semi consciousness, or loss of consciousness, rendering 

them incapable of carrying out routine activities while under the 

influence. In all scenarios, there are fundamental aspects contributing to 

drug addiction, sometimes accompanied by other elements beyond substance 

abuse that contribute to child abuse or neglect. Nevertheless, prior to 

assuming responsibility for addressing other challenges, it is imperative for 

the parent to confront the issue of drug misuse. The implementation of 

substance abuse treatment programs is a very effective approach for tackling 

addiction. 

4.2.14 Parent’s Childrearing Experience 

Numerous instances exist when parents who engage in abusive and negligent 

behaviors towards their children adopt unsuitable childrearing techniques as a 

result of their own experiences throughout their formative years. When 

assessing parents, one challenge is to examine cases of early deprivation 

and ascertain indications of abusive or negligent upbringing. Some 

examples of deprivation indicators include parental mortality at an early 

age, frequent or early changes in placement, persistent parental drunkenness 

or mental illness, and parental rejection. When evaluating the potential 

history of abuse or neglect experienced by parents throughout their 

childhood, it is necessary to inquire about the disciplinary methods and child-

rearing practices applied by their own parents. This line of questioning is 

directed at parents who are suspected of engaging in abusive or neglectful 

behavior towards their own children. 

When parental lack of knowledge is a significant factor, 

parents will exhibit a responsive attitude towards supportive pedagogy. 

While classroom parent education may be beneficial in some cases, other 

approaches such as small group experiential learning or one-to-one non-

threatening modeling and practice are typically more suitable. These 

services may be offered by professionals, however there has been a new 

recognition of the effectiveness of using paraprofessionals and volunteers 

who come from socio-economic backgrounds comparable to the parents. 

These individuals are able to help parents in enhancing their abilities. 
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Parents who exhibit a primary issue of ignorance may be 

differentiated from those whose personality traits significantly influence their 

ability to effectively engage with supporting teaching. In cases where the 

parent’s personality is the primary concern, it is important to note that 

supportive teaching alone may not be sufficient and should be considered as 

a supplementary approach to treatment. 

4.2.15 Social Isolation 

Researchers and practitioners in the field of clinical psychology have observed 

that a significant number of families characterized by abusive and 

neglectful behaviors exhibit a notable disconnection from their social 

surroundings. A significant portion of the population lacks access to 

telecommunication devices and means of transportation. They actively 

avoid engaging with their neighbors and abstain from participating in 

communal events. In addition, individuals exhibit resistance towards the 

interventions and support provided by professional helpers and organizations. 

The hypothesis posits that the lack of social connections 

among individuals results in a lack of continuous reciprocal relationships 

with friends, neighbors, and relatives, so depriving them of the support 

necessary to alleviate the daily responsibilities associated with raising 

children. Furthermore, individuals in this situation lack companions with 

whom they may confide their concerns and troubles, thus leading to an 

amplification of their anxieties. During times of crisis, individuals may find 

themselves devoid of reliable sources of support, hence increasing the 

likelihood of experiencing instances of abuse and neglect. The clinical results 

have been used by researchers to investigate them in the context of control 

groups consisting of families that do not engage in maltreatment. 

4.2.16 Family Factors 

Child abuse and neglect are phenomena that take place inside the 

familial setting. Hence, it may be inferred that family dynamics have a 

significant influence on the outcomes that transpire. Certain aspects, such 

as child factors, have been thoroughly investigated by scholars in this field. 

4.2.17 Parental Collusion in Maltreatment 

In instances of abuse or neglect within two-parent households, both parents 

have a significant part in the dynamics of the maltreatment. Research 
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findings are inconsistent, although indicate that either the father or the 

mother is more likely to engage in mistreatment, whereas both parents are 

less commonly engaged in such 

behaviors. Nevertheless, the passive parent often plays a crucial role in 

facilitating the mistreatment carried out by the active parent. 

4.2.18 Scapegoating 

Children may also get entangled in parental and familial disputes, so 

becoming the primary recipients of rage and hostility. In instances of marital 

discord, it is common for the kid to get entangled in the disagreement, 

resulting in a blurring of typical generational boundaries. Consequently, the 

conflict between the married partners is transferred onto the offspring in the 

form of mistreatment and disregard. 

It is been seen that the kid who is made a scapegoat is often labeled as 

morally deficient when compared to the child who is considered virtuous 

within the family unit. In some instances, the “good child,” driven by 

apprehension of mistreatment, actively participates in facilitating the 

parent’s perception of the scapegoated child as being morally flawed. 

Family therapy is often considered the preferred remedy in such 

circumstances. 

4.2.19 Stepparents and Reorganized Families 

Existing research and clinical evidence indicate that individuals who assume 

the role of stepparents or live-in partners, but are not biologically related 

to the children, have a higher propensity for engaging in maltreatment 

towards these children compared to biological parents. The aforementioned 

results may be seen rational when viewed through the lens of common 

sense, since stepparents often exhibit lower levels of attachment towards 

their stepchildren in comparison to biological parents. It is common for 

children to experience feelings of anger towards a new spouse, as well as 

jealousy and competitiveness among all individuals engaged in the 

situation. 

4.2.20 The Extended Family 

The interplay between an extended family and a nuclear family significantly 

influences the overall functioning of the family unit. Throughout history, the 

extended family has played a crucial role in providing emotional support, 
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imparting knowledge on childrearing practices, and offering economic 

assistance during times of adversity. Issues develop when these connections 

are defective or nonexistent. In instances when abuse and neglect are 

prevalent within families, it is often seen that a pattern of dysfunctional 

parent-child contact has been inherited from preceding generations. 

In  families  characterized  by negligent  parenting,  there  is  an  elevated 

probability of extended family members being missing, either in terms of 

physical presence or emotional support. This absence further exacerbates 

the feelings of loneliness and isolation experienced by the parent. 

Consequently, the absence of extended family support exacerbates the 

family’s stress levels and fails to alleviate the day-to-day responsibilities of 

parenting via consistent assistance. The study findings indicate that there is no 

significant correlation between black families and child maltreatment, despite 

the higher levels of stress experienced by these families compared to white 

families. This may be attributed to the support and reliance on extended 

family networks within the black community. 

During the therapeutic intervention, efforts are made to engage 

with this social network in order to enhance their capacity to provide 

constructive assistance to the family unit, while minimizing their potential for 

disruption. 

4.2.21 Environmental Factors 

Previous studies have shown that families experiencing instances of 

child abuse and neglect have a higher prevalence of stressors and exhibit 

less capacity to effectively manage these challenges compared to 

families without such issues. Either one or all of these variables may 

contribute to the mistreatment of children within these homes. One 

effective method for classifying the kind of stress experienced by these 

families is as follows. Chronic stressors, situational stressors, and 

precipitating stressors are three distinct types of stresses that may 

impact individuals. Chronic stressors refer to ongoing stressors that persist 

over an extended period of time, such as long-term financial difficulties or 

chronic health conditions. Situational stressors, on the other hand. 

4.2.22 Chronic Stressors 

A chronic stressor refers to a persistent and enduring troublesome state that 
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necessitates the family’s ability to manage and adapt. Individuals that 

engage in abusive and negligent behaviors may encounter various 

consequences as a result of their actions. This paper aims to examine a 

selection of chronic stressors that are often seen, in order to elucidate their 

effects on the family unit. 

4.2.23 Being a Parent 

The role of parenthood is often associated with chronic stress, particularly 

for those who engage in maltreatment of their children. Some individuals 

may lack the necessary preparedness, knowledge, or maturity to effectively 

handle newborns who are  reliant  on  others  for  their  needs  and  are  

unable  to  communicate  verbally. 

Moreover, the issue of parenting sometimes becomes more challenging for 

those who have several small children in close proximity in terms of age. 

As previously said, when youngsters encounter certain challenges such as 

preterm, colic, physical abnormalities, cognitive impairments, or 

hyperactivity, the circumstances become notably more arduous for their 

parents. Likewise, the experience of being a single parent gives rise to a 

state of persistent stress. 

4.2.24 Chronic Illness 

Experiencing the presence of a family member who suffers from a persistent 

physical or mental illness, or having a parent who engages in drug misuse, 

represents an additional kind of enduring stress. The continuous concern and 

additional attention demanded by this individual may deplete the financial 

and emotional reserves of the family. Moreover, the one who is 

experiencing illness, especially if they are a parent, is unable to fulfill 

their designated familial obligations, necessitating others to assume these 

tasks. Once again, the persistent stress experienced may generate a state of 

tension that may manifest in either the mistreatment of children or the 

inability to adequately address their physical and emotional requirements 

4.2.25 Poverty 

Poverty is a prevalent factor contributing to the development of chronic 

stress, which in turn may increase the likelihood of abuse or neglect. 

Sociologists who have examined the demographic attributes of families in 

connection to instances of abuse and neglect have seen a significant 
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association between those who are characterized as abusive or neglectful 

parents and those who experience poverty. 

Moreover, the analysis reveals a significant prevalence of ailments 

often linked to impoverished circumstances, including substandard housing, 

recurrent displacement, insufficient access to nourishment, inadequate 

clothes, frequent illnesses, limited healthcare and dental services, 

unemployment and underemployment, as well as inadequate educational 

opportunities. These issues result in a heightened state of familial tension, 

which has the potential to manifest as instances of child abuse. Furthermore, 

it is plausible that poverty, rather than parental negligence, may be the 

underlying factor contributing to the inability of parents to adequately 

provide dietary and physical care for their children. In some instances, the 

parent may find themselves incapacitated by their circumstances, rendering 

them unable to fulfill their parental responsibilities towards their kid. 

4.2.26 Situational Stressors 

Situational stressors refer to recent alterations in the social conditions of a 

family. Numerous stresses in various situations are related to economic 

factors. The termination of parental employment might elicit significant 

stress and give rise to a state of crisis. This situation becomes more 

problematic when the spouse experiences job loss, since the legal 

recognition of male gender is contingent upon employment status. 

Consequently, the loss of job results in a decline in self-esteem, subsequently 

leading to increased levels of stress. Moreover, there has been a noticeable 

increase in the husband’s involvement with the children, resulting in a 

heightened vulnerability to potential abuse during periods of his 

unemployment. Similarly, a transition in employment may induce stress, 

even if it is a positive one. The individual who earns a pay must have the 

ability to adapt to unfamiliar routines within a novel occupational 

environment. 

The act of a woman engaging in employment might potentially 

introduce several sources of stress within the family unit. Abruptly, she finds 

herself occupied with dual roles as an employment and a homemaker, often 

shouldering the burden of household duties with little aid. Furthermore, the 

act of her attending work has the potential to negatively impact her 
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husband’s sense of self-worth. It might perhaps indicate to the individual 

his inability to meet his economic responsibilities. This assertion holds 

especially true in cases when the husband’s unemployment serves as a 

catalyst for the wife’s decision to enter the workforce. In such a scenario, 

the heightened state of stress may prompt either parent to engage in physical 

aggression against the children. Furthermore, the increase in the wife’s 

employment to two positions instead of one may potentially result in her 

inability to fulfill her obligations in childrearing. 

Various economic issues may contribute to heightened levels of 

stress within a family that is burdened by debt. For instance, the need to 

purchase a new automobile or appliance, as well as the presence of medical 

expenses, can provide significant challenges for the family’s ability to 

effectively manage these financial obligations. The act of relocating or 

purchasing a residential property is likewise prone to exacerbating familial 

discord. 

Situational stresses may arise from changes in the makeup of a 

family unit. Occurrences such as the arrival of a newborn, whether desired or 

undesired, the integration of relatives into the household, or the passing of a 

family member may 

provide challenges for the family in terms of their ability to cope and 

navigate through these circumstances. Instances of abuse have been seen 

by clinicians in circumstances involving the presence or imminent arrival of 

in-laws. 

Moreover, the act of desertion, separation, or divorce might 

potentially serve as a significant contributing cause to instances of child 

abuse. Marital divorce entails the primary child care obligation being 

assumed by the spouse who has been granted custody of the children. The 

phenomenon of role overload, along with the resultant strain, might 

potentially contribute to instances of abuse and neglect. 

4.2.27 Precipitating Stressors 

Precipitating stresses refer to certain events or circumstances that 

serve as catalysts for the occurrence of maltreatment. A significant part of  

stresses  that trigger a response are those that parents perceive or anticipate 

for their children. It is possible for someone to ascribe qualities such as 
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malice, stubbornness, or belligerence to a newborn. The potential 

occurrence of misbehavior may lead to the imposition of disciplinary 

measures that may have significant and enduring consequences due to the 

vulnerable nature of the infant. 

On the other hand, parents may engage in emotional and physical 

neglect of infants due to their concern that excessive attention and care 

may lead to the development of spoiled behavior. Moreover, the 

occurrence of problematic behavior, such as prolonged weeping, excessive 

activity, bad feeding habits, or lack of cooperation in toilet training, has the 

potential to contribute to the onset of abuse and neglect. 

Maltreatment may be triggered by incidents that are not 

directly connected to children’s behavior. The potential involvement of the 

malfunctioning of household appliances such as the family vehicle, stone, 

refrigerator, washing machine, or television may be significant. Similarly, 

engaging in a conflict with a spouse or another member of the home might 

potentially lead to instances of abuse and neglect. 

4.3 Some Important Personality Determinants 

Certain factors contribute significantly to the formation of an 

individual’s personality, exerting their most profound influence on the 

central aspect of the personality structure, namely the self-concept, as well 

as certain features associated with it. 

4.3.1 Early Experiences 
Freud was the first to emphasize the significance of early events in shaping 

personality development, since he saw that a considerable number of his adult 

patients had encountered distressing childhood traumas. 

Research on the impacts of early experiences has shown that these 

encounters, together with their associated memories, possess significant 

influence due to their enduring impact on a child’s self-concept, despite their 

potential vagueness. 

4.3.2 Cultural Influences 

It has been said that the removal of children from their cultural context 

does not always result in the eradication of their cultural identity. In any 

cultural context, individuals are often subjected to societal pressures to 

cultivate a personality type that aligns with the established norms and 
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expectations of their own cultures. The cultural group to which children’s 

parents belong serves as the basis for the accepted personality model. By 

means of both home and school-based programming, it is anticipated that 

children would internalize this pattern as a paradigm for shaping their own 

personalities. 

4.3.3 Physique 

The physical attributes of an individual, particularly in the case of boys, 

have a direct and indirect impact on their personality. The act of direct 

determination establishes the parameters of permissible actions and 

restrictions for children. Indirectly influences the body image perception of 

youngsters. This phenomenon is, in turn, driven by the perceived level of 

importance that individuals in their social circles attribute to them. 

4.3.4 Attractiveness 

At all stages of life, societal views tend to be more favorable towards those 

who are seen as “attractive” compared to those who are perceived as 

unattractive or explicitly described as ugly. These judgments may be based 

on physical attributes, physique, fashionable attire, or attire that aligns 

with their own style. Moreover, there is an assumption that those who 

possess attractiveness exhibit more desirable personality traits compared to 

those who lack attractiveness. This phenomenon serves to strengthen positive 

societal sentiments towards them. 

4.3.5 Intelligence 

Parents and educators often have excessively high expectations for 

exceptionally gifted youngsters. When youngsters internalize these societal 

expectations, they experience feelings of inadequacy when they fail to meet 

them. Consequently, many 

intellectually gifted youngsters have negative self-perceptions. 

4.3.6 Emotions 

The impact of children’s emotions on their self-concepts is 

heavily contingent upon the manner in which these emotions influence the 

evaluations and assessments made by others. The phenomenon described 

may be seen as an indirect influence of emotions on an individual’s 

personality. The direct influence, while often less apparent than the 

indirect effect, is of significant magnitude and cannot be overlooked. 



142 
 

When emotions reach a level of intensity that results in chaotic behavior, 

they might have a negative impact on the typical pattern of adjustment in 

children. 

4.3.7 Success and Failure 

The self-concept is significantly impacted by one’s achievements 

or lack thereof. While these individuals may be seen as “successful” by 

others, they personally view themselves as “failures.” This implies that an 

individual who is deemed successful from an objective standpoint may 

nevertheless be seen as a failure from a subjective one. This discrepancy 

arises from the individual’s accomplishments meeting the anticipated 

standards of external observers, but failing to meet the individual’s own 

aspirations. 

4.3.8 School Influences 

The educational institution has a significant impact on the child’s evolving 

personality, including both the development of qualities and the construction 

of the self-concept. Due to the significant impact that instructors have on the 

development of individuals’ personalities, the importance of teachers’ 

personalities surpasses that of their knowledge or teaching abilities. 

4.3.9 Family Influences 

Among the several factors that contribute to the development of one’s 

personality, the family has the utmost significance. There are several 

reasons why the family serves as the primary social group through which 

a child develops their sense of identity. Firstly, the child typically spends a 

greater amount of time with their family than with any other social group. 

This extended exposure to familial interactions occurs during the crucial 

formative years when the foundations of one’s personality are being 

established. Furthermore, the influence exerted by the family unit 

encompasses a wider range of factors compared to any other determinant of 

personality, including the school environment. The impact of the family 

on the 

formation of an individual’s personality is contingent, to a certain degree, 

on the characteristics of the kid in question. A youngster with a 

predisposition towards nervousness and tension is likely to experience 

more distress in response to the increased attention directed towards a 
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newborn sibling within a household, compared to a child with a more 

phlegmatic temperament. In a like manner, the response of a robust 

youngster to excessive parental protectiveness and indulgence will vary from 

that of a fragile, infirm child 

4.3.10 Personality Maladjustments 

Children who exhibit inadequate personal and social adaptations are 

sometimes referred to as “maladjusted”. These individuals are sometimes 

referred to as problem children. Self-rejection is identified as a significant 

contributing factor to maladjustment. Children that possess a self-rejecting 

attitude have a strong aversion towards their own selves. Similar to how 

toddlers refuse to engage with others they detest as playmates or friends, 

they also reject their own selves when they see a misalignment between 

their current state and their desired self-image. 

These two difficulties are often encountered and have significant 

implications for the process of self-acceptance. Personality maladjustments 

are mostly attributed to these factors, which are largely accountable for self-

rejection. One common phenomenon seen in youngsters is their inclination 

to form ideal self-concepts that often surpass their actual abilities. 

The second significant barrier to achieving self-acceptance arises 

from the discontent that arises when youngsters engage in self-comparisons 

with their peers, or when parents and educators unfavorably compare them to 

their siblings or classmates. 

4.3.11Conclusion 

The role of family factors in child abuse is profound and multifaceted, 

significantly influencing the personality and development of children. This 

research, with a special reference to Indian law on child abuse in 2024, 

focuses on the districts of Southern Rajasthan, including Chittorgarh, Udaipur, 

Sirohi, Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur. Family dynamics, such as 

parental behavior, socioeconomic status, domestic violence, substance 

abuse, and emotional neglect, play a crucial role in either mitigating or 

exacerbating the risk of child abuse. In many cases, children subjected to 

abuse within their family environments develop deep-seated psychological 

issues, affecting their emotional stability, self-esteem, and interpersonal 

relationships. The impact of these adverse experiences often manifests in their 
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behavior, academic performance, and social interactions, leading to long-

term consequences that can persist into adulthood. 

In Southern Rajasthan, traditional and cultural factors also interplay 

with family dynamics, sometimes perpetuating abusive practices under the 

guise of discipline or control. The lack of awareness and education about 

children's rights and the legal protections available under the Protection of 

Children from Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act, 2012, further complicates the 

issue. Families may either be unaware of the legal repercussions of child abuse 

or reluctant to report such cases due to societal stigma and fear of retribution. 

The research aims to unravel how these family factors contribute to the 

prevalence of child abuse in the specified districts and how they reflect on the 

personality development of affected children. By examining case studies, 

legal records, and interviews with victims, their families, and legal 

professionals, the study provides a comprehensive analysis of the systemic 

issues within family structures that lead to abuse. It also evaluates the 

effectiveness of current legal frameworks in addressing these problems and 

supporting victims. 

Moreover, the research explores the role of intervention programs, 

counseling, and community awareness initiatives in transforming abusive 

family environments and aiding in the recovery and rehabilitation of affected 

children. By highlighting the interconnectedness of family factors and child 

abuse, this study underscores the need for holistic approaches that involve 

legal measures, psychological support, and community engagement to protect 

children and foster their healthy development in Southern Rajasthan. The 

findings aim to inform policymakers, social workers, and educators about 

the critical areas for intervention and improvement, ensuring that the legal 

system effectively supports the most vulnerable members of society. 
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CHAPTER V  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

5.1 Identified Research Gap 

5.2 Printed Publications 

5.3 Preventive measures: 

5.4 Mode of Existence: 

5.5 Recordings: 

5.6 Sexual Orientation: 

5.7 Perpetrator of Abuse 

5.8 The primary 

       5.8.1 The suggestions were as follows: 

5.9 The Juvenile 

5.10 Lack of Research: 

Any research cannot attain its Zenith in the absence of the survey 

of the existing literature on the topic under study. The study of the existing 

literature guides the researcher towards the future direction about the research 

process. It throws light on the grey area of the research topic. The researcher 

has therefore tried to make a review of the existing literature on the topic 

which includes the books,  articles, reports, and journals. 

5.1 Identified Research Gap 

The examination of literature broadly portrays that response of the law 

enforcement agencies in collection of evidence during the investigation of child 

conflict cases in southern Rajasthan is not well documented. No study is 

found in public domain addressing impact analysis on fair investigation and 

speedy trial. The study of literature on sexual abuse of children further 

pointed out that various issues like a social response, age determination, 

consent for carnal relationship etc. are yet to be addressed from the viewpoint 

of epistemology. More importantly, there is a void in the public arena for 

studies on the analysis of courts judgments related to child particularly to 

understand various facets of the POCSO Act, 2012 from the standpoint of the 

judiciary. No study is available in the public sphere on the implementation of 

various provisions of the POCSO Act, 2012. Deliberations on false 

accusation and wrongful conviction are not being studied to correct unjust 
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convictions. 

Inputs on socio-economic profiling of victims and accused persons, 

providing legal-aid to pauper accused, rural urban dichotomy occurrence, age 

profiling of victims and accused and their relationship, timeframe in reporting, 

nature of evidence collection including forensic inputs, timeline to conclude 

trial and appeals, the award of compensation to victim etc. are uncharted areas, 

which have been chosen as research problem. 

This study broadly analyses the research problem based on the 

gaps and missing links identified during an examination of literature 

pertaining to justice delivery in the matters of sexual exploitation of minors in 

southern Rajasthan. Academic efforts will be made to find pragmatic 

answers using a theoretical framework. There are several other critical issues 

such as law and policies,  the POCSO Act involved in dealing with the sexual 

exploitation of children, which have to been addressed 

Also, it presents a comprehensive summary of prior studies conducted 

on the topics of knowledge exchange and intranets. This text outlines the 

framework for the case study, which is the primary focus of the research. 

A literature review is an essential component of any study. It aids the 

researcher in obtaining a thorough understanding of previous research 

conducted on a particular topic. It focuses on a certain topic and aids in 

discovering the gap in research. In addition, it also assists the researcher 

because the topic and subject of study are conceptualized and given a 

definite form. Within the given context, the current study involves a 

comprehensive examination of books, research papers, government reports, and 

other materials with a theme focus. Documents and media stories have been 

grouped based on the chronological year. 

5.2 Printed Publications 

While examining all pertinent materials about the topic of child sexual 

abuse would be very challenging, an effort has been made to gather 

valuable data on the topic. Due to a lack of readily available statistics on 

child sexual abuse in India and the little information obtained from local 

sources, one’s knowledge and understanding of the subject topic are severely 

lacking. The researcher has conducted a review of existing research on this 

specific issue, which is necessary to recognize the extensive prevalence of 
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sexual abuse in Rajasthan, India. The causes and repercussions of child sexual 

abuse, as well as the intervention options available to address it. 

5.3 Preventive measures: 

Asha Bajpai (2019) of the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

released a book report in 2017. A total of 32,608 incidents were registered 

under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses Act. Nevertheless, 

specialists argue that this is only the surface manifestation of a much larger 

issue. Although there is still a substantial amount of apprehension and alarm 

around child sexual abuse, there is a prevailing atmosphere of secrecy and 

reluctance to discuss the issue. Complicates the process of reporting. Parents, 

guardians, and instructors are eager to participate in endeavours to proactively 

combat CSA by educating youngsters about sexuality, their anatomy, and 

personal boundaries. In India, sexual and reproductive problems are 

approached only from a moral perspective from a health rights stand point 

rather than from a viewpoint of health rights. These attitudes expose 

youngsters to danger. Given the cultural taboo around sex, abusers 

specifically target youngsters whose parents they will refrain from taking 

any measures even if they discover the truth. There is a 90 percent 

probability of the abuser. The kid and the family may be aware of the 

individual’s identity, but the family may not recognise the indicators of 

potential danger. Child sexual abuse is always the responsibility of adults, and 

children are never to blame for it. Preventing such abuse is crucial. The 

impetus for this book stems from the consequences of the savage the incident 

refers to the heinous act of gang rape and subsequent murder of Nirbhaya, 

which occurred on a bus in Delhi on December 16, 2012. Nevertheless, 

among Indian activists dedicated to addressing violence against women and 

girls, there has been a longstanding contention that violence is an undeniable 

aspect of every woman’s life, regardless of their age. Socio-economic 

stratification and disparities in wealth. Global efforts to tackle it have 

somewhat reduced its impact but have not completely eradicated it. Did not 

successfully alter attitudes and actions to the necessary degree. Neo-

liberalism has gone. Women are now experiencing heightened vulnerability, 

and those who advocate for them have not presented any effective solutions. 
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India serves as a clear cautionary example for nations now under pressure to 

transition towards the neoliberal economic model. 

5.4 Mode of Existence: 

Exercise caution about its potential outcomes and be prepared to 

address any 

aggression it may entail. The capacity of nations to address violence against 

women is hindered by the apparatuses of the system are fashioned by 

patriarchal underpinnings. (Deb, S. and A, Mukherjee). The effect on the 

victim is more severe, particularly in terms of harm to their reputation. Upon 

seeing the sexually explicit content if explicit or offensive information 

specifically aimed at the women in question becomes widely spread on the 

internet, it has the potential to become viral. Move between websites and 

devices without being limited by physical constraints. Jurisdiction refers to 

the legal authority or power of a court or other governmental body to hear 

and decide a case. The police may encounter significant challenges in 

providing assistance to the victim, particularly when it traverses across 

jurisdictions and remains accessible on various websites. Additionally, it 

could repeated exposure to the circumstance might cause severe trauma for 

the sufferer. Content remerges after a certain interval. It is important to 

recognize that the law cannot repress. While having a healthy sexual 

appetite is important, it is crucial to recognize that harmful behaviours may 

indeed limit or impede sexual urges and manifestations. The rights of others. 

However, the truth is that websites related to sexual content, such as 

YouTube or WhatsApp, are overwhelmed with explicit content, revenge 

pornography, child pornography, and instances of real-life sexual assault. 

5.5 Recordings: 

The first instance of adolescent retribution in the realm of cyberspace 

was first documented in India. In 2001, a 16-year-old student from Delhi 

developed a pornographic website and uploaded explicit photographs of 

females. He made explicit and offensive comments about his peers and 

professors, publicly sharing explicit information about them. 

5.6 Sexual Orientation: 

Sexual abuse in India is a prevalent issue, with gender prejudice being a 

significant factor. Adolescent females aged 11-18 are predominantly affected, 
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often unable to seek help from their families. Lack of literacy among parents 

contributes to a rise in girls dropping out of school. Adolescent females are 

often enticed by material possessions and deceitful promises, making them 

vulnerable targets for exploitation and mistreatment. The research highlights 

the poverty and inability of families to meet the needs of their female 

offspring, making them victims of sexual abuse. 

Perpetrators of violence against female minors include paternal, 

fraternal, and ancestral figures, as well as immediate family members and 

regular guests. The research indicates a lack of disclosure due to the victim 

and her family, leading to complications such as challenges in following the 

victim’s marriage, social ostracization, and stigmatization. 

Further research is required to determine the nature, scope, and frequency 

of child sexual abuse incidents, which is crucial in developing effective 

methods to address the issue. Also, raising public awareness about the 

occurrence of female child sex abuse is essential to addressing the issue of 

human trafficking involving women and children. The study examines data 

obtained from interviews to obtain insights into the characteristics of the 

victims, the process of trafficking, and the characteristics of the perpetrators. 

The primary determinants contributing to trafficking include forces, 

enticement, and deception. 

Sexual assault is categorized into two distinct classifications: severe 

forms of sexual abuse, such as rape, sodomy, and non-consensual kissing, 

and milder forms like approaching a youngster while traveling and making 

sexual gestures towards a child during marriage. Society is undergoing a 

transformation in its views about morality and sexuality, with the main 

areas of concern being the exploitation of children and women, their social 

ramifications, and the economic effect. 

 Societal issues - poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, reduced social 

standing, fragmented families etc. Father with a strong dependency. 

 Economic reason - Economic hardship, meagre income, 

indebtedness, agricultural sector. 

 Psychological factors - Diminished self-esteem, insufficient self-

regulation, Psychological stress, Tension. 
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 Contributory factors - Affection, Insensitivity to political matters, 

inadequate preventive measures, inadequate implementation of 

legislation and failure to enforce the law. 

5.7 Perpetrator of abuse 

The parents advised their children to disregard the occurrence. “Belief 

and  confidence in law enforcement have decreased, and the majority of female 

attendees expressed a need for educational programs focused on raising 

awareness about sexual assault.”(Sibnath Deb, 2006). Child abuse and neglect 

are pervasive global issues that are prevalent in societies worldwide. The cycle 

of violence that affects several people is a significant problem for society. The 

topics addressed in this source book, Children in Agony, include familial 

violence and its consequences. The effects on children, instances of child 

abuse and neglect, incidents of child trafficking and prostitution, and issues 

related to juvenile delinquency. 

As per the National Criminal Victimization Survey conducted by 

the Department of Justice, According to a 1999 survey, an individual older 

than 12 experiences a sexual assault every 90 seconds. Rape is a heinous act 

of sexual violence. The National Violence against Kids Act identifies kids as 

the  primary victims of this crime. Women’s report. Of the women who 

reported being raped, 21.6% were under the age of 12. 32.4% of the 

individuals were between the age ranges of 2 and 17, while 29% fell within 

the age range of 8 and 24. Additionally, 16.6% of the individuals were 

beyond the age of 25. Approximately 60% of rape and sexual assault cases, as 

reported by the United States Department of Justice, Instances of attack often 

take place inside the victim’s home or the domicile of an acquaintance, family 

member, or associate. 

Family violence stems from a multitude of factors that vary across 

different societies. It varies from one culture to another. Family violence is 

more widespread in both lower and higher socioeconomic groups. 

Socioeconomic strata. Family violence arises from factors such as limited 

education, alcohol addiction, and socioeconomic disadvantage. Economic 

circumstances, substandard housing, and some family dynamics among the 

lowest socioeconomic class—the aforementioned factors contributing to this 

issue include insufficient education, alcohol addiction, unfavourable financial 
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circumstances, and inadequate housing. Certain family circumstances 

among the higher echelons of society. The primary factors contributing to this 

issue are disrupted social life, alcohol use, stress, everyday social pressures, 

and conflicts of ego. Scientists have conducted several investigations on this 

topic. In India, instances of sexual assault and harassment sometimes go 

unreported due to carelessness. Subjective experience of being subjected to 

unwanted and distressing behaviour in the law enforcement agency and 

judicial system, as well as the danger posed by the criminals. 

Furthermore, the apprehension of social interaction discrimination 

and boycotts can impede the victim from reporting the matter to the police. If 

Child sexual abuse, including rape, is mostly perpetrated by close family 

members. The responsibility is inside the family, and it is a common 

occurrence. An instance of a stranger sexually assaulting a youngster is a rare 

occurrence. Sexual assault. Research findings indicate that children who have 

experienced sexual abuse also have increased susceptibility. 

There is a risk of experiencing victimization again later in life. In his 

2005 book, Paul explores the issue of child trafficking. The objective of 

commercial sexual exploitation is to profit from the sexual exploitation of 

individuals. This involves the systematic organization and operation of a 

framework that facilitates and enables such exploitation and it occurs. Child 

sexual abuse is defined as any kind of verbal or physical conduct. One 

individual’s behaviour towards another person is distressing, belittling, 

injurious, and/or damaging. According to specialists, it is estimated that up to 

60% of females in Sexual abuse is prevalent in our nation. Surprisingly, 75% of 

the reported incidents include sexual crimes in India, which opposes the 

mistreatment of underage individuals. One of the primary variables 

exacerbating child sexual abuse is the chance to have exclusive time with the 

youngster. The second factor is the child’s accessibility. The third one is the 

nature of the connection between the kid and the criminal. If the perpetrator 

is a family member or resides in the same household, there is an increased 

likelihood of enduring and covert mistreatment. The fourth rationale is that 

kids may experience a loss of emotional stability as a result of their 

parents engaging in an extramarital relationship. Resistance within oneself to 

atypical movements. The sixth factor is the prevalence of substance abuse, 



158 

 

 

particularly alcohol and drug use. Parental consumption occurs in instances 

when children lack a role model to emulate. Finally, above everything, the 

presence of large numbers of people in a confined space and the act of 

leaving children unattended both contribute to instances of child sexual abuse 

occurring in public areas. The perpetrators acquire. 

Deriving pleasure and a feeling of dominance from mistreatment. 

“Certain individuals who commit crimes have traits of psychopathy and 

substance abuse. Individuals who overuse alcohol. (Sagade, Jaya, 2005.) 

“Violence perpetrated against women is it hinders the attainment of the 

goals of equality, progress, and peace. 

Overall, in communities, women and girls experience varying degrees of 

physical, sexual, and psychological assault that transcends boundaries of 

wealth, class, and culture. The diminished societal and economic standing of 

women may serve as both a catalyst and an outcome of violence against 

women. The problem of the exploitation and abuse of young girls in India is a 

matter of significant socio-legal concern. Given the importance and alarming 

pace at which cases of abuse against female children were growing, the 

National Commission for Women, in collaboration with the Society for 

Environmental Development, hosted a three-day workshop in Jodhpur, 

Rajasthan, focused on the welfare and empowerment of girls. There are 

instances of misconduct in Rajasthan and the involvement of social 

organizations. There were 52 participants present during the program. 

Attendees come from 18 districts in Rajasthan. There were a total of four 

technical sessions and two. Convening working groups to deliberate and 

conclude recommendations about the matter. 

5.8 The primary 

5.8.1 The suggestions were as follows: 

Further research and investigations on a regional scale are required to 

assess the extent and severity of the issues, causal causes, implemented 

measures, obstacles, and further concerns. Concerning the issue of abuse, 

specifically targeting young girls, Task forces will be established at the 

district level, consisting of NGOs, advocates, and police personnel. The media, 

including both print and electronic platforms, should be persuaded to allocate 

a small portion of their resources. Allocate regular intervals of space and 
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time to educate and enlighten the general public on offenses committed 

against females. Jaya Sagade’s work was published in 2005 states that a 

collaborative forum where collective efforts may be made to address issues and 

support sufferers. Effortlessly pursue justice and rehabilitation. Parents 

violate the fundamental rights of young girls to life and liberty. They 

coerce individuals into early marriages or withhold reproductive education 

from them. Well-being. Adolescent pregnancy is recognized as a primary 

factor contributing to elevated rates of maternal mortality. Death rates in 

underdeveloped nations. The overwhelming majority of maternal fatalities, 

amounting to 99%, take place in underdeveloped nations. In the text, the most 

glaring violation of human rights via avoidable deaths is the infringement upon 

the right to life, particularly among young girls. Defined as the 

fundamental entitlement to continue existing. Achyut, in the year 2016 

mentioned that in addition to the inequitable outcome that arises from 

biological distinctions, child marriage has several repercussions for young 

girls. They lack the ability to explore paths that contribute to comprehensive 

personality development. Generally Girls’ schooling and other social 

activities cease at marriage. This book highlights, in Chapter 11, the concept 

of absolute. The prevalence of rape in the state is mostly concentrated 

among underage females. Not only are adolescents the primary targets of this 

criminal activity, but it also affects girls as young as 10 years old. 

Offspring. Female individuals who are below the age of 16 and have been 

victims of such crimes (up to 2015). Research indicates that women from 

disadvantaged socioeconomic backgrounds are at a higher risk of being 

subjected to victimization. Crimes such as rape, kidnapping, and abduction 

are more prevalent in households belonging to lower and moderate 

socioeconomic classes. The author elucidates in this literary work that only 

35 percent of victims of various forms of sexual abuse get help from 

their families. Seeking redress or working towards the rehabilitation of the 

victim in the lodging report. The inter-district the level of help provided to 

the victims varies, ranging from 20 percent in the Rayagada area to 43 

percent. The percentage is in Khorda and Kalahandi districts. It should be 

observed that family support does not result in the submission of crime 

reports or any related cases. This suggests that after the occurrence of a 
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criminal act although the family members do not exhibit hostility towards the 

victim, they restrict her from reporting the crime due to its perceived 

dishonourable nature to the family, while in 32 in developed areas, social 

stigma is seen as the predominant element that hinders progress. Family 

members refrained from providing assistance to the victimized girls and 

women. Therefore, in this particular situation, in the current arrangement, 

female victims discover a lack of guaranteed safe spaces available to them. 

5.9 The Juvenile 

It is important to ensure that the therapist will be present, 

supportive, and protective in order to provide reassurance. It exists. It is 

equally crucial to have a preparation phase for the caregivers. To train 

caregivers in order to enhance their own and their children’s collective 

encounters, it is crucial to investigate their confidentiality issues. 

Furthermore, it is essential that caregivers comprehend that 

therapists have certain expectations about the type and regularity of their 

involvement. Prior to entering a group, preparing children and adults may 

improve their adaptation and expertise in group dynamics. The authors of this 

study are David Finkelhor and his colleagues, and the study was published 

in 1986. This book provides a comprehensive collection of scientific research 

spanning over ten years. Conducting a study on the issue of child sexual 

abuse. Studying sexual abuse presents significant difficulties. Victims, 

offenders, and their families exhibit a lack of enthusiasm and cooperation as 

research participants. Due to the disgrace and social stigma linked to it. Based 

on the findings of this study, a total of 44,700 youngsters experienced sexual 

molestation throughout the period starting on May 1, 1979, resulting in a rate 

of 0.7 per 1,000 individuals. 

 

The inherent characteristics of the issue, including its clandestine 

nature, the resultant shame, and the legal repercussions opposition to it 

exists, and the fact that the victims are young and dependent makes reporting 

of their own accord less likely. Consequently, the majority of people feel that 

the rise in occurrence rates is mostly as a result of heightened knowledge, 

awareness, and dedicated professional focus on the issue. The effectiveness of 

simple methods for tackling critical issues is hindered and made more 
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complex by ethical considerations. The researchers will only investigate the 

incidence rates of child sexual abuse. Into the category of female children for 

the purpose of this discussion. In the event that child sexual abuse took 

place at many locations Comparisons of rates across various age cohorts have 

been mostly focused on younger populations, namely college students. 

Furthermore, there is a lack of discernible patterns based on age throughout 

the research. In the midst of in community research, the prevalence of sexual 

abuse has not shown substantial variation based on socioeconomic status. 

Learning and acquiring knowledge through formal instruction and study. The 

majority of sexual assault cases involved children from ethnic minority 

backgrounds. Previous assessments have focused on victims identified in 

medical facilities or social service records. Increasing data suggests a rising 

occurrence of sexual assault among the Afro the rate of obesity among 

Americans is not greater than that among whites. Child sexual abuse has a 

higher prevalence in some countries. Some locations have more extent or 

magnitude than 

others. Due to a prevailing notion, California is believed to possess a higher 

level of sexual freedom. According to Johnson (1989), a study was 

conducted where 2,627 people were surveyed by telephone on a nationwide 

scale. While the prevalence rates of sexual abuse in other areas were at 26%, 

the Pacific region exhibited a different figure. Sexual assault perpetrated 

against children and adolescents is increasingly emerging as a prominent 

issue within society. This is impacting a diverse range of disciplines. This 

book is designed to function as a manual for those who’ve exposed 

individuals to either the victim or the offender. For the intents and objectives of 

this in the context of literature, the term ‘sexual assault’ denotes non-

consensual sexual acts that are imposed, manipulated, or cause distress on an 

individual who is younger than 17 years old. 

 

The sexual abuse of children is a criminal act that our society strongly 

rejects. In theory, yet exhibits tolerance in practice. This comment is 

assertive and deliberately designed to provoke a reaction. On a subject 

that is still considered socially unacceptable in many communities. In the 

United States, stereotypes and generalizations are prevalent. There is a lack of 
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knowledge and understanding of child sexual abuse, which is hindering our 

overall strategy. Childhood is a crucial period in a person’s life. Sexual abuse 

often occurs inside the family unit, with abusers often being dads, 

stepfathers, uncles, or the mother’s partner. Acquaintances and other 

individuals who have convenient and unrestricted access to the youngster 

inside their own residence. Sexual assault perpetrated against an individual 

Minor offenses are considered reportable crimes in all states within the United 

States. If the offender is a member of the family, if an individual is a family 

member or guardian of the kid, or if they are accountable for the child’s well-

being, if negligence allowed the offender to gain entry to the victim, then 

the incident must be reported. To the official child protective services 

agency mandated by law in that particular state. Sexual abuse and engaging in 

the mistreatment of children are synonymous with paedophilia. One of the 

most fundamental observations that may be made regarding juvenile offenders, 

it is important to note that they exhibit individual differences and should not 

be generalized. Each of them has distinct functions, and none of them do 

identical tasks. They engage in comparable transgressions due to identical 

motivations. Consensual 

5.10 Lack of Research: 

 

Research has been carried out on child sexual abuse in Rajasthan 

and after doing a thorough examination of the existing literature, it has been 

discovered that there is a scarcity of study on this particular subject. In 

addition to a small number of works there has been a lack of scholarly 

research on the delicate topic of child sexual abuse (CSA). Within a span of 

thirty units of time in the districts of Rajasthan, there is a lack of primary data 

on the study issue. However, only a small number of news articles, 

coverage by electronic media, and occasional reports at police stations are 

accessible as supplementary data sources. Therefore, the researcher has 

embarked on a novel endeavour to investigate the nature, cause, and many 

aspects of the study focuses on the many forms and circumstances, as well 

as the resulting effects and institutional structures, of child sexual abuse in the 

state of Rajasthan. 
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                       Participants: Setting: 
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6.12. Sources of Data Collection: 
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6.17. Research Outline: 
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6.19. Case Study: 

6.20. Tabulation and Analysis of Data: 

6.21. Field Experience: 
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6.24. A Model of Design: 
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1.Primary Data 

2)  Secondary Data 

6.26. Data Sources Include: 

1)  Basic Information: 

6.27. Map and List of Area of Study 

6.28. Tools and Techniques of Analysis: 

6.29. To Conclude 

The following chapter, titled ‘Field and Methodology’, explores the 

specific area of study and its associated research methods. The research 

approach used in the current study. Child Sexual abuse is form in which an 
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adult or older adolescent uses a child for sexual stimulation, child sexual 

abuse can occur in variety of settings, including home, school, or at work. 

The effect of child sexual abuse can include depression, post-traumatic 

stress disorder, anxiety, fear, tension (sleep disturbance), and poor self-

esteem. 

Rajasthan has recorded a 66% increase in crimes against children 

between January and July 2019, as compared to the same period last year, 

police data shows. This research traces the social context of child sexual 

abuse, and the perceived roles of parents, community, and key professionals 

in handling such incidents in Southern Rajasthan.  In  southern  Rajasthan  

neither  the  community  nor  the  health  or  legal institutions are adequately 

prepared to handle these cases. Educating the community, economically 

empowering women and strengthening the medico-legal system are needed  

to  increase  the  opportunity  for  human,  legal  and  fair  investigations  and 

reactions. A national child protection system is needed to address the 

complexities of abuse at different levels and to safeguard the rights of children 

in southern Rajasthan. The data shows that the total number of cases 

registered under the Prevention of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 

Act between January and July 2018 was 1180. The cases increased to 1967 

in the January-July period this year, a rise of 66.69%. In 2018, Rajasthan 

was the second state after Madhya Pradesh to introduce death penalty for 

rape of children below 12 years. However, crimes against children have 

witnessed a steady rise. With daily reports of rapes, gang rapes and sexual 

abuse of minors in the state, the Congress government has on several 

occasions come under fire for the poor law and order situation. The police 

blame social media for the rising crimes. BL Soni, ADG (crime), said, 

“Availability of free data on mobiles and of pornographic content online is 

a major reason.”(9) Soni said school administrations too have expressed 

concern over excessive social media activity of children which 

needs to be monitored and regulated by parents. At least six children were 

sexually harassed, raped, or killed every day on an average last year, the figure 

being one more than the number of cases registered in 2016, as per the 

home department data. The cases of crime against children have shown a 



171  

 
 

consistent rise in the past years. A total of 5,913 cases of rape, sexual 

harassment and murder of children were registered between January 2015 

and December 2017, as per the home department data. The data shows a 

constant rise in such cases with 2126 registered in 2017 as against 1962 in 

2016, and 1825 in 2015. 

6.1 Major Cities 

The districts with most rape cases were Udaipur (86), Baran (64), and 

Bhilwara and Jaipur Rural (58).Sriganganagar had the highest number of sexual 

harassment cases at 39, followed by Jaipur West at 30, and Sikar and Alwar 

at 29 each. 

The proposed study aims to comprehensively investigate the  

multifaceted issue of child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan, focusing on 

districts such as Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Sirohi, Pratapgarh, Banswara, and 

Dungarpur. The primary objectives of this research include examining 

protective measures against child sexual abuse, understanding its root causes 

in India, raising awareness about these causes, and suggesting effective 

measures to combat this menace. Utilizing both doctrinal and non-doctrinal 

research methods, this empirical study will draw on primary and secondary 

data sources to provide a robust analysis. 

A key hypothesis to be tested in this study is that the Protection of 

Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act of 2012 effectively 

addresses rampant child sexual abuse cases, including the critical issues of 

legal and educational awareness. The hypothesis further posits that the 

inadequate implementation of these laws significantly contributes to the rising 

instances of child sexual abuse in India, particularly in Southern Rajasthan. 

Specific hypotheses include: (1) the POCSO Act 2012 is effective in 

addressing child sexual abuse cases in Southern Rajasthan, (2) a lack of legal 

and educational awareness fosters such cases, and (3) insufficient law 

enforcement leads to an increase in these incidents. 

The research will also address several pertinent questions regarding 

child abuse: the reasons behind the rising incidents in India, the main 

factors driving the 

increase in Southern Rajasthan, the effectiveness of existing child protection 
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laws, the psychological impacts of child sexual abuse, the specific impacts on 

adolescents, and the long-term consequences. Additional questions include 

how parents should respond to suspected abuse, the commonality of children 

not disclosing abuse to their parents, and methods for detecting victims of 

sexual abuse. 

This study is particularly relevant given the alarming statistics from 

India, where between January 1, 2019, and June 30, 2019, 24,212 cases of 

child abuse were reported, averaging 130 cases per day. Despite national 

policies and legal frameworks aimed at protecting children, the high incidence 

of abuse underscores a significant gap in the effective implementation and 

enforcement of these laws. In Southern Rajasthan, the challenges are 

pronounced, necessitating targeted interventions and heightened public 

awareness. 

6.2 Objectives of proposed Study: 

The main objectives of the study shall be follows: 

1. The object of research is to study the measures to protect the child 

from any form of sexual abuse. 

2. To know and understand the causes of sexual abuse of children in India. 

3. To make people aware of the causes of sexual abuse of children and to 

make them legally aware of their rights. 

4. To suggest various significant and effective measure to check the 

menace of child abuse. 

Doctrinal and Non-Doctrinal method of research, in other words it will an 

empirical study, the researcher will resort to the primary and secondary 

sources of data. 

6.3 Hypothesis to be Tested:  

H0. POCSO ACT 2012 does not addresses the rampant sexual abuse 

cases against children in Southern Rajasthan. 

H1. POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the rampant sexual abuse cases 

against children in Southern Rajasthan. 

H0. Lack of Legal and educational awareness does not promote child 

sexual abuse cases. 

H1. Lack of Legal and educational awareness promotes child sexual 
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abuse cases. 

H0. Lack of proper implementation of laws is not the cause of increasing 

child sexual abuse cases in India. 

H1. Lack of proper implementation of laws is the cause of 

increasing child sexual abuse cases in India. 

6.4 Statement of Problem: 

 Why the incidents of child’s abuse in India are increasing day and day 

out? 

 What is the main reason of increasing child sexual abuse cases in 

southern Rajasthan? 

 Whether the child protection laws in India are effective in 

preventing child abuse? 

 What will be the psychological impact of child sexual abuse? 

 What’s the long-term impact of sexual abuse? 

 What should a parent do if sexual abuse is suspected? 

 Is it common for children not to tell even their parents that 

they’ve been abused? 

 How to detect the victim of sexual abuse? 

6.5 Sources of Information 

The research methodology for the study on child sexual abuse in 

Southern Rajasthan, specifically in the districts of Chittorgarh, Udaipur, 

Sirohi, Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur, will involve a meticulous and 

comprehensive approach to data collection and analysis. To ensure a robust 

and multi-dimensional understanding of the issue, the researcher will utilize 

both primary and secondary sources of data. 

Primary data collection will be fundamental to the research. This will 

include gathering information through various legislative documents, judicial 

decisions, and executive orders that pertain to child sexual abuse. 

Additionally, the researcher will review rules and regulations issued by 

regulatory bodies to understand the current legal framework and its 

implementation. These sources will provide direct insights 

into the legal provisions and administrative measures in place to combat child 

abuse in the region. 

Secondary data will be equally important and will be sourced from an 
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array of scholarly and professional materials. This includes books, law 

journals, articles, research papers, and newspapers that discuss the topic of 

child sexual abuse. These resources will offer a broader context and 

theoretical background, highlighting previous studies, expert opinions, and 

documented cases of child abuse. Critical analysis of this data will help 

identify trends, gaps, and the effectiveness of existing measures. 

A key aspect of the study will involve conducting exploratory research 

through questionnaires, which will be meticulously designed by the researcher. 

These questionnaires, available in both Hindi and English, will be 

distributed across the entire study area to ensure comprehensive data 

collection. The dual-language approach will facilitate broader participation 

and more accurate responses from the diverse population in Southern 

Rajasthan. 

In the event that additional data is required, the researcher will also 

resort to interviews and scheduled methods of data collection. These 

methods will provide qualitative insights and personal accounts, enriching 

the understanding of the impact of child sexual abuse and the effectiveness of 

the legal framework in these districts. 

Moreover, secondary data will be supplemented with materials and 

reports published through authentic official channels of the government 

and its agencies. These agencies conduct and manage surveys, providing 

reliable and up-to-date information that is crucial for a thorough analysis. 

The integration of both primary and secondary data will enable the 

researcher to conduct a detailed and critical analysis of child sexual abuse in 

Southern Rajasthan. By examining legislative and judicial frameworks, and 

analyzing field data from questionnaires and interviews, the research aims 

to uncover the underlying causes, current challenges, and potential solutions 

to this pressing issue. The ultimate goal is to contribute to the development 

of more effective legal and social measures to protect children from abuse 

and to ensure their safety and well-being in Southern Rajasthan. 

6.6 Issues to be addressed in the Study 

 Why the incidents of child’s abuse in India are increasing day and day 

out? 

 What is the main reason of increasing child sexual abuse cases in 
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southern Rajasthan? 

 Whether the child protection laws in India are effective in 

preventing child abuse? 

 What will be the psychological impact of child sexual abuse? 

 Is the impact of sexual abuse different in adolescents? 

 What’s the long-term impact of sexual abuse? 

 What should a parent do if sexual abuse is suspected? 

 Is it common for children not to tell even their parents that 

they’ve been abused? 

 How to detect the victim of sexual abuse? 

The methods and techniques used in the present study are discussed below: 

6.7 Methodology of Study: 

6.7.1 Investigating Child Victims of Southern Rajasthan through 

Questionnaires and Interview Schedules 

Methodology refers to a systematized investigation aimed at 

expanding new knowledge about a particular phenomenon, employing a 

systematic and scientific approach to achieve the research objectives. In the 

context of the current study on child victims of Southern Rajasthan, the 

methodology is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of child 

sexual abuse in districts such as Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Sirohi, Pratapgarh, 

Banswara, and Dungarpur. 

6.7.2 Research Methods and Tools 

The research employs both qualitative and quantitative methods, 

utilizing questionnaires and interview schedules as primary tools for data 

collection. These tools are chosen for their effectiveness in capturing detailed 

and nuanced information from respondents, which is crucial for understanding 

the complex and sensitive issue of child sexual abuse. 

6.7.3 Questionnaires 

6.7.3.1 Design and Distribution: 

Content: The questionnaires are designed to gather a wide range of 

information, including demographic  data, personal experiences, awareness 

of legal  rights,  and 

perceptions of law enforcement effectiveness. The questions are crafted to 
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be clear and concise, with a mix of open-ended and closed-ended formats 

to facilitate both quantitative analysis and qualitative insights. 

Language: To ensure accessibility and inclusivity, the questionnaires are 

available in both Hindi and English. This approach helps in reaching a 

broader audience, considering the linguistic diversity of Southern Rajasthan. 

Distribution: The questionnaires are distributed across various villages and 

towns within the study area. The distribution is strategic to ensure a 

representative sample from different socio-economic backgrounds and 

geographical locations. 

6.7.3.2 Advantages: 

Large Sample Size: Questionnaires allow the researcher to collect data from 

a large number of respondents, providing a robust dataset for statistical 

analysis. 

Anonymity: They offer a degree of anonymity, encouraging more honest 

and open responses, particularly on sensitive issues like child sexual abuse. 

6.7.3.3 Interview 

Schedules Purpose 

and Execution: 

Structure: The interview schedules are semi-structured, allowing for flexibility 

in the conversation while ensuring that all key topics are covered. This 

method enables the researcher to probe deeper into specific issues raised by 

respondents. 

Participants: Interviews are conducted with a selected group of 

participants, including child victims, police officials, and lawyers. This 

diverse group ensures that multiple perspectives on child abuse and legal 

enforcement are captured. 

Setting: Interviews are conducted in a safe and comfortable environment 

for the participants. For child victims, special care is taken to ensure that the 

setting is non- threatening and supportive. 

6.7.3.3.1  Advantages: 

Depth of Information: Interviews provide rich, detailed data that can reveal 

insights not possible through questionnaires alone. They allow the researcher 

to explore the context and nuances of respondents’ experiences and views. 
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Clarification: The researcher can clarify questions on the spot and follow 

up on interesting points, leading to more comprehensive and meaningful data. 

6.8. Data Analysis 

The data collected through questionnaires and interviews are subjected 

to both quantitative and qualitative analysis. Quantitative data from the 

questionnaires are analyzed using statistical methods to identify trends and 

correlations. Qualitative data from the interviews are analyzed thematically 

to uncover underlying patterns and insights. 

By employing a mixed-methods approach that integrates 

questionnaires and interview schedules, the study aims to provide a holistic 

understanding of child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan. This methodology 

not only helps in capturing the breadth of the issue through large-scale data 

collection but also delves into the depth of personal and professional 

experiences, thereby contributing to a more comprehensive and actionable 

knowledge base. 

6.9. Research Design: 

The conceptual framework for conducting research is the research 

design, which serves as a strategic plan for data collection, measurement, and 

analysis. This study adopts an exploratory research approach, focusing on 

an issue with limited empirical research. Given the scarcity of existing 

studies, an exploratory methodology was deemed appropriate for this 

investigation. 

6.10. Universe of the Study: 

Southern Rajasthan has been purposively selected for this research due 

to its significant relevance in the context of child sexual abuse within 

India. The study focuses on the districts of Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Sirohi, 

Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur, which together constitute the universe 

of the investigation. According to official records, these districts report 

numerous cases of child sexual abuse, making them a critical area for 

study. To ensure comprehensive coverage and a thorough understanding of 

the issue, all available cases from these districts have been included in the 

research without employing any sampling techniques. This approach aligns 

with the specific focus on Indian law for child abuse in 2024, providing an 

in-depth analysis of the prevalence, nature, and legal implications of child 
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sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan. 

6.11. Selection of the Respondents: 

For the purpose of this study, the researcher has selected Southern 

Rajasthan as the primary location of interest. The respondents have been 

categorized based on 

their residing locations, specifically distinguishing between rural and urban 

areas within Southern Rajasthan. This region, along with its rural segments, 

provides the comprehensive setting for data collection. To ensure a robust 

and inclusive analysis, the researcher has included all available cases, 

encompassing a total of 400 child victims, 400 lawyers, and 400 police 

officers. Notably, child victims residing in child care homes in Southern 

Rajasthan have been contacted exclusively through their parents, ensuring 

ethical considerations and appropriate consent. This approach facilitates a 

detailed exploration of the issue with special reference to the legal and 

social dimensions of child abuse in the region. 

6.12. Sources of Data Collection: 

The primary and secondary data is used in this investigation. As 

previously noted, primary data was gathered using research techniques. 

Official documents, documentary evidences, and other secondary sources 

were compressed into the secondary source, NCRB report and literature 

related to the problem. A sporadic and unreliable data was available from 

Newspaper, NGOs and child care institutions. The researcher only relied on 

Government records. But, however, some secondary data of two NGOs have 

been analysed as the secondary data matched with records of government. 

6.13. Pilot Study: 

Pilot study is a kind of exploratory study that is being be done 

before the actual field work. It creates awareness the researcher to get some 

ideas of the real field situations and difficulties which they will encounter 

during the research work. Having collected secondary data, the researcher 

conducted pilot survey. It is conducted to pre-test of method and technique to 

be used by the researcher during the field work. It helps the researcher to do 

required modification in methods and techniques. In present study, pre-testing 

of interview schedule was done during pilot study. Two interviews were 

conducted to test interview schedule. 
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6.14. Tools and Techniques Used For Collection of Data: 

The  following  tools  and  techniques  have  been  used  to  collect  the  

primary  and secondary data for the study: 

 Interview schedule 

 Interview guide 

 Case study 

6.15. Interview Schedule: 

The interview schedule aided the researcher to gather necessary data 

from the field. For the present study, purpose of the primary data collection, a 

set of interview schedule has been prepared. It is an extensive schedule which 

covers different viewpoints through which researcher can justify the data from 

different angles. Interview schedule was administered on parents/ elders of the 

victims. 

The questions were both structured and open-ended with different 

headings as such: Particulars of age, gender, caste, religion, locality, marital 

status, educational background and occupational status of the victims, 

study about the victims relationship with abusers, neighborhood situation of 

the respondents, different responsible factors of child sex abuse, parents 

attitude towards the sexual abuse, Awareness of parents about sexual 

abuse, respondents attitude towards the role of police and Consequences of 

child sex abuse. 

6.16. Problems Faced by the Researcher 

Administration of interview schedule was not possible at the first 

instance. 

Several attempts were made to establish rapport with respondents. 

6.17. Research Outline: 

In our extensive research focused on child sexual abuse in the 

districts of Southern Rajasthan—namely Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Sirohi, 

Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur—a significant primary data collection 

effort was undertaken. To ensure a comprehensive and representative 

analysis, we selected a total of 1,200 participants, comprising 400 child 

victims, 400 police officials, and 400 lawyers. This diverse cohort was 

chosen to provide a multifaceted perspective on the issue, encompassing the 

experiences and insights of both the victims and the key stakeholders involved 
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in law enforcement and legal proceedings. 

The data collection process was meticulously planned to 

accommodate the varied preferences and circumstances of the participants. 

Some provided their responses through written questionnaires, allowing for 

detailed and reflective answers. Others participated in verbal discussions, 

which facilitated a more interactive and nuanced exploration of their 

experiences and viewpoints. This mixed-method approach not only enriched 

the data but also ensured that participants could engage in 

a manner most comfortable to them, thereby enhancing the reliability and depth 

of the collected information. 

By involving child victims, we aimed to capture the direct impact of 

abuse and the effectiveness of protective measures. The inclusion of police 

officials was crucial to understanding the practical challenges and successes in 

the implementation of child protection laws, particularly the POCSO Act 

2012. Lawyers, on the other hand, provided critical insights into the legal 

processes and the efficacy of judicial interventions in curbing child abuse. 

This empirical study highlights the persistent challenges and the gaps 

in the legal and enforcement frameworks in Southern Rajasthan. Despite the 

existence of robust laws, such as the POCSO Act, the rising incidents of 

child sexual abuse underscore the need for better implementation and 

greater public awareness. The feedback from police officials and lawyers 

pointed to significant barriers, including a lack of resources, insufficient 

training, and societal stigma, which impede effective law enforcement and 

legal redress. 

Furthermore, the psychological and social impacts on child victims 

were profoundly evident in their responses, emphasizing the urgent need for 

comprehensive support systems and preventive measures. The study also 

underscored the critical role of educational initiatives in fostering legal 

awareness and empowering communities to protect their children better. 

In conclusion, this research provides a detailed and multi-

dimensional understanding of child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan, 

offering valuable insights and recommendations for policy-makers, law 

enforcement agencies, and the legal community. By addressing the 
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identified gaps and leveraging the collected data, it is hoped that more 

effective strategies can be developed to safeguard the rights and well- being of 

children in these vulnerable districts. 

6.18. Interview Guide: 

Interview guide was used to collect qualitative data. During pilot 

study, the researcher learnt the techniques of using interview guide. When the 

researcher forgot to ask some questions to the respondents, it helped to collect 

in-depth data. Interview guides were prepared for eliciting ideas and 

suggestions regarding the problem of child Sexual abuse. Four sets of 

interview guide were used in this study. 

6.19. Case Study: 

To gain the deeper information’s from the respondents, the case study 

method has been used in Pilot study. From the present research work, the 

oral history case studies from the respondents have been collected by the 

researcher using extensive interviewing of the offenders individually. Total 

no of twenty four case studies with the consent of family members and 

relatives were used in this study. But it was a very tough work. 

6.20. Tabulation and Analysis of Data: 

Primary and secondary data were collected, arranged, and processed in 

a systematic manner in order to meet the study's objectives. The replies were 

compiled and organised into tables. Tabulation of the responded records have 

been done with the help of appropriate procedures including frequency 

distribution etc. Qualitative data was analysed and interpreted from 

interview and case studies. Frequent discussions with supervisor, key 

informants like child line director, chairperson CWC, caretakers of CCI’s, 

school teachers and advocates practicing the cases. Qualitative data analysis 

was a very difficult task. Contents of qualitative data and statements 

collected through interview was not easily handled by the researcher. 

Therefore, after various rounds of discussions with child activists, parents of 

victims and key informants, the common point of inferences were drawn. 

6.21. Field Experience: 

The researcher has been able to gather a lot of experience during 

the field investigation. It is indeed a very difficult task to collect data from 
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the field through qualitative methods like interview and case study. The topic 

is a sensitive and delicate one. Initially, it looked impossible the work on it. 

After six months of continuous field visit, the researcher felt helpless. He did 

not get any support from anywhere. After their intervention, secondary data 

could be collected in a phased manner. Collection of field data was an uphill 

task. It took almost three months to contact parents and relatives of sexually 

abused children. After establishing rapport with them, interview schedule was 

used. Parents were not at all co-operative. After consulting them and giving 

them assurance that the data will be used for research purpose, the requisite 

information could be collected. The real challenge was faced at the time of case 

study. Identification of case study was the most difficult task. 

For this purpose, the researcher had visited eight child care homes at 

regular intervals. Looking at the situation, when parents of children were 

available, case study could be possible. Interview of key informants was not 

palatable on the part of researcher. He had to run from pillar to post to get 

an appointment with concerned school teachers, officials of child welfare 

committee, NGO workers, members of various organizations, police 

officers and others who have been interviewed by the researcher. Analysis 

of collected qualitative data through interview guide was the most difficult 

exercise. However, with the support of the supervisor, common emerging 

points with regard to objectives of the present study were analysed. In-depth 

interpretation of the situation, life stories, experiences and life incidents 

regarding the issue under investigation as emerged from interview of key 

informants and parents of abused cases provided groundwork for findings of 

the study. Despite these challenges the data has been collected without 

violating any research ethic. 

6.22. Limitations of the Study: 

The current study only looks at a few significant types of child sexual 

abuse, such as penetrative sexual assault, sexual assault, and sexual 

harassment. Victims belonging to high socio-economic background have 

been excluded from the study as their family members did not co-operate 

with the researcher. In spite of all efforts, information could not be collected 

from them. Due to a lack of accessible resources and constraint of time the 

researcher had to limit study area to Southern Rajasthan only, where large 
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number of cases are available. 

6.23. Analysis Tools and Techniques: 

Numerous statistical tools, techniques, and approaches, including 

collection, categorization, tabulation, graphical display, and percentages, 

among others, have been used by the researcher. Tests of significance like the 

Chi-square Test have also been used by the researcher wherever necessary 

and practical to draw inferences and test hypotheses. With the aid of various 

statistical tools, including statistical tables and percentiles of various 

numerical values in relation to relevant data, the analysis of the data 

received has been carried out. Additionally, data on the number of clients who 

were the victims of child Sexual abuse was studied. 

6.24. A Model of Design: 

Sampling1 is the process of choosing a portion of the total so that 

adjustments or conclusions about the aggregate or total can be made. The 

random and convenience Sampling has been considered in this research 

investigation. For the purpose of study, a small number of objects from the 

cosmos must be chosen. A sample is made up of a certain number of people, 

things, or things that reflect the entire population. A sample is a discrete 

segment of the population chosen for study. 

A sample can be used to draw conclusions about the population. 

For this study, 400 sample (each category) respondents were chosen. The 

participants in the study are child Sexual abuse victims from southern 

Rajasthan, who are of various ages, genders, and occupations and have faced 

this curse. The responses are all district inhabitants of southern Rajasthan. 

Any consumers over the age of 20 constitute the sample population for this 

study. 

6.25. Data Collection 

2.   Primary Data 

Primary data for this study was collected directly from key stakeholders 

involved in the context of child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan. 

Specifically, the data collection focused on 400 child victims, 400 lawyers, 

and 400 police officers. The primary data sources were approached through 

                                                           
1 Sampling is a technique that involves taking a small number of participants from a 

much bigger group. 
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structured interviews, surveys, and direct interactions to gather firsthand 

information. 

For the child victims, data was collected through their parents to ensure 

ethical practices and obtain necessary permissions. The lawyers provided 

sights into the legal processes, challenges, and support mechanisms related 

to child sexual abuse cases, while the police officers offered 

perspectives on law enforcement procedures, case management, and 

victim support. This direct approach ensured that the data gathered was 

both relevant and comprehensive, addressing various aspects of child 

sexual abuse from multiple professional and personal viewpoints. 

3) Secondary Data 

The following secondary data sources are used to compile the data: 

1) Publications from a few specific banks, such as reports, bulletins, and 

sporadic publications based on child sexual abuse victims. 

2) Numerous books, journals of research, magazines, reports, websites,  

news sources, etc. reporting child sexual abuse. 

6.26. Data Sources Include: 

The gathering of data is a crucial phase in the research process. The 

researcher individually addressed the respondents with a structured 

questionnaire in order to collect data from them. The questionnaire includes 

included instructions. The respondents were requested to answer honestly 

and were allowed to mention any challenges they may have had. The 

questionnaires were returned for additional analysis after the respondents 

had completed their responses. The decision-makers were fully aware that a 

person is a valuable resource and a former national asset that should be 

maintained, fostered, and developed with delicacy and care along with 

dynamism. They also correctly noted that India is going through a phase in its 

political and social life that could lead to the disintegration of long-held 

values and misguidance of youth for destructive purposes. The ideals of 

democracy, secularism, and professional ethics are all under pressure. 

To reach specific results in this study, both primary and secondary data 

have been used. 

2)  Basic Information: 
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It was gathered by randomly selecting 400 victims from the 

aforementioned area who were the victims of child sexual abuse. The 

interviews were conducted using a set of structured questionnaires that 

included questions about safety awareness as well as statistical and personal 

information about the respondent, such as the type of family, the type of 

abuse the respondent had and the legal steps taken. 

 

In addition to using a standardized questionnaire to collect data, the 

researcher also conducted interviews with police officers, and lawyers to 

elicit more information about child sexual abuse victims and the security 

precautions implemented by the police.  

 

The policy makers were completely aware that a human being is a positive 

asset and a previous national, resource which needs to be cherished, 

nurtured and developed with tenderness and care coupled with dynamism.  

 

They also rightly observed India's political and social life is passing through 

a phase which poses the danger of erosion to long accepted values. The 

goals of secularism, democracy and professional ethics are coming under 

increasing strain. 

In this study, both primary and secondary data has been utilized to arrive at 

certain conclusions. 

Sampling is defined as the selection of some part, out of the total 

based on which, some adjustments or inferences about the aggregate or the 

total can be drawn. 

In this research, random and convenience sampling methods have been 

employed to gather data. Sampling is essential because it is often impractical or 

impossible to study an entire population due to constraints such as time, cost, or 

logistics. Therefore, a selection of individuals or items, known as a sample, is 

chosen to represent the larger group. 

A sample is a smaller subset of the population that reflects its 

characteristics and diversity. By studying this sample, researchers aim to infer 
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Study 

conclusions about the entire population. Random sampling ensures that every 

member of the population has an equal chance of being selected, which helps to 

minimize bias and increase the reliability of the results. On the other hand, 

convenience sampling involves selecting individuals who are easily accessible 

or available, making it a faster and more cost-effective method, though it may 

introduce some level of bias. 

By using these sampling techniques, researchers can gather data and 

analyze it in a more manageable way, ultimately helping them draw insights and 

conclusions that are applicable to the broader population. 
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Fig.6.1 Map of Area of Study 

 

All the respondents are residents of southern Rajasthan. For this study, the 
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samples are any victims of different ages. There are various areas in southern 

Rajasthan out of which the researcher has selected only the areas given in the 

above figure. 

6.27. Map and List of Area of Study 

 
The study on child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan encompassed 

an in- depth analysis of various villages across several districts, including 

Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Sirohi, Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur. The 

villages selected for this research were chosen to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the prevalence and dynamics of child abuse within rural 

settings, where instances of such abuse can often be underreported and 

overlooked. 

In Chittorgarh District, the villages studied included Gangrar, 

Nimbahera, and Badi Sadri, among others. These areas were specifically 

chosen due to their distinct socio-economic conditions and the unique 

challenges they present in terms of child protection. The data collected 

from these villages highlighted critical gaps in the enforcement of child 

protection laws and the socio-cultural factors that contribute to the 

persistence of abuse. 

Moving to Udaipur District, villages such as Gogunda, Kherwara, 

and Salumber were part of the study. Udaipur, known for its diverse 

population and varying levels of economic development, provided a rich 

context for examining how different community dynamics impact the 

effectiveness of child abuse prevention measures. The insights gained from 

these villages emphasized the need for tailored awareness campaigns and 

stronger community-based support systems. 

In Sirohi District, the villages of Abu Road, Pindwara, and Mount 

Abu were included. These areas are notable for their geographical and 

cultural diversity, which presented unique challenges and opportunities for 

addressing child abuse. The study in Sirohi underscored the importance of 

localized interventions that consider the specific needs and characteristics of 

each community. 
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The research in Pratapgarh District focused on villages like Arnod, 

Chhoti Sadri, and Dhariyawad. These regions, with their distinct tribal 

populations and socio- economic conditions, revealed the critical role of 

cultural sensitivity in implementing effective child protection strategies. The 

findings pointed to the necessity of engaging local leaders and influencers in 

awareness and prevention efforts. 

In Banswara District, villages such as Garhi, Bagidora, and 

Anandpuri were studied. Banswara’s predominantly tribal population and 

remote locations highlighted the significant barriers to reporting and 

addressing child abuse. The data from these villages called for enhanced 

outreach programs and mobile units to provide necessary support and 

services to affected children and their families. 

Lastly, in Dungarpur District, the research included villages like 

Aspur, Sagwara, and Simalwara. The study in these areas emphasized the 

critical role of educational institutions and local governance in preventing 

child abuse. The findings suggested that strengthening school-based 

programs and integrating child protection modules into the education system 

could significantly reduce the incidence of abuse. 

Overall, the study across these districts of Southern Rajasthan 

provided a detailed and nuanced understanding of child sexual abuse in rural 

settings. The comprehensive data collection from diverse villages enabled 

the formulation of targeted recommendations for policy improvements, better 

law enforcement,  and more effective community-based interventions. This 

research aims to contribute to the development of more robust and culturally 

appropriate strategies to protect children and uphold their rights across 

Southern Rajasthan. 

Table. 6.2 Details of Area of Study 

 

S.no Name of the Village Location/Place 

1. Kewda Udaipur Dist. 

2. T.D.Zawar N.H.08, Zawar Mines, Udaipur. 
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3. Parsad Zawar Mines, Udaipur Dist. 

4. Chawnd Salumber Road, Udaipur Dist. 

5. Sagwada N.H.08 , Rishabh Dev. 

6. Gogunda Pindwara N.H. 

7. Bichhiwara Jhadol (Ph). 

8. Jhadol Jhadol (F). 

9. Prithviganj Banswara Dist. 

10 Magwas Jhadol (Ph) 

11 Jaisamand Jaisamand, Salumber Dist. 

12 Salumbar Salumbar. Banswara Rd. 

13 Aaspur Banswara Dist. 

14 Sabla Banswara Dist. 

15 Paloda Banswara Dist. N.H. 

16 Dungarpur Dungarpur. Dist. 

17 Partapur Banswara Dist. 

18 Semari Salumbar ,Rd. 

19 Sarada Salumbar ,Rd. ,Udaipur Dist. 

20 Pratapgarh Pratapgarh. Dist. 

21 Pindwara Sirohi. Dist. 

22 Gogunda Udaipur Dist. 

23 Ghatol Banswara . Dist. 

24 Rajsamand Kankroli 
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Data based on personal discussion: 

 
Table 6.3 : Data based on personal discussion: 

 

S.no 
Name of the 

Area 
Rural Urban 

Semi- 

Rural 

Semi- 

Urban 

Total 

Respondent

s 

1. Udaipur 

District 

3074 1289 480 605 64 

16 16 16 16 

2 Dungarpur 

District 

1980 465 1518 580 64 

16 16 16 16 

3. Chittorgarh 

District 

2030 1040 1030 805 64 

16 16 16 16 

4. Pratapgarh 

District 
 

 

 

3060 1080 930 720 64 

16 16 16 16  

5. Banswara 

District 

    64 

20 20 20 20 

6. Sirohi 

District 

    64 

16 16 16 16 

7. Others    16 16 

Total 400 

To allocate questionnaire, the total of 400 respondents among 24 

different locations in Southern Rajasthan, the following random distribution 

was applied: Kewda received 10 respondents, T.D. Zawar was assigned 15 

respondents, Parsad had 12 respondents, and Chawnd was allocated 10 

respondents. Sagwada was given 8 respondents, while Gogunda and its 

sub-region were each assigned 12 respondents. Bichhiwara received 10 

respondents, Jhadol had 12 respondents, and Prithviganj was allocated 10 
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respondents. Magwas was given 8 respondents, Jaisamand had 15 

respondents, and Salumbar was assigned 10 respondents. Aaspur received 

10 respondents, Sabla had 12 respondents, and Paloda was allocated 8 

respondents. Dungarpur received 15 respondents, Partapur was assigned 10 

respondents, and Semari had 12 respondents. Sarada received 10 respondents, 

Pratapgarh was allocated 15 respondents, and Pindwara had 10 respondents. 

Ghatol was given 8 respondents, and Rajsamand was assigned 15 

respondents. This random distribution ensured that a diverse and 

representative sample was collected from various regions across Southern 

Rajasthan for the study on child sexual abuse. 

Techniques of Analysis:  

 
The researcher has used various statistical tools, techniques and methods 

such as collection, classification, tabulation, graphical presentation and 

percentages, etc. The researcher has also applied, wherever necessary and 

possible, tests of significance such as Chi-square Test for drawing 

inference and testing of Hypothesis.  

The analysis of the data obtained has been carried out with the help of 

different statistical tools such as statistical tables, percentiles of various 

numerical values according to related data.  

Also, information regarding the number of cases of child sexual abuse. 

Fig.6.4 

 
Child sexual abuse has been presented as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Column Chart Bar diagram Sample of Tables 

Pie diagram Periodic 

diagram 
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SAMPLE FRAME OF THE SELECTED NUMBER OF 

RESPONDENTS  

 
Table No. 6.5 

 

S. No Area 
Total 

Victims 

Physical 

Abuse 

Online 

Cases 
Selected 

1. Udaipur 

District 

1314 922 392 66 

2. Dungarpur 

District 

387 289 98 66 

3. Chittorgarh 

District 

411 375 36 66 

4. Pratapgarh 

District 

271 214 57 66 

5. Banswara 

District 

280 215 65 66 

6. Sirohi 

District 

241 220 21 66 

7. Others   04 04 

8. Total 400 

 

6.28. To Conclude 

The geographic scope of this study is intentionally limited, 

focusing on a micro-level analysis of child sexual abuse within six 

specific districts of Southern Rajasthan: Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Sirohi, 

Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur. Despite the relatively confined area 

of investigation, this targeted approach provides a detailed and in-depth 

examination of the issue, particularly in the context of Indian law for 

child abuse as of 2024. The research aims to explore the prevalence, 

legal challenges, and support mechanisms related to child sexual abuse in 

these districts, offering insights that are both specific and actionable. By 

concentrating on these six districts, the study achieves a nuanced 

understanding of the local dynamics and legal processes involved in 
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addressing child abuse. The micro-nature of the research allows for a 

focused assessment of case studies, legal frameworks, and victim support 

systems within a manageable scope, thereby generating findings that can 

significantly inform policy recommendations and practical interventions. 

Although the area of study is limited, the results are expected to have 

substantial benefits. They offer a foundation for developing more 

effective legal strategies, improving victim support services, and guiding 

future research on child sexual abuse in other regions of India. The 

insights gained from this localized analysis are designed to contribute 

meaningfully to the broader discourse on child protection and justice, thus 

ensuring that the study’s findings have both immediate and long-term 

impacts on addressing child sexual abuse in Southern Rajasthan and 

beyond. In the next chapter, the analysis of the data will be given using 

various tools and techniques. 
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7.1 IntrOductiOn: 

7.2 TOOls Used 

7.3 The Need fOr QuestiOnnaires 

7.4 ScOpe Of teacher’s questiOnnaire 

7.5 ScOpe Of student’s questiOnnaire 

7.6 SOurces Of Data COllectiOn 

7.7 Analysis Of Data COllectiOn 

7.7.1 QuestiOnnaire fOr General PeOple 

7.8 QuestiOns 

7.9 Data Analysis Of the questiOnnaire fOr POlice PersOnals: (FOr POlice Officials 

Only) 

7.10 List Of Select POlice StatiOns: 

7.11 Testing Of HypOthesis 

7.12 Future Enhancement 

7.1 IntrOductiOn: 

 
The present study attempts tO explOre the sOcial cOntext Of child Sexual abuse, and 

the perceived rOles Of parents, cOmmunity, and key prOfessiOnals in handling such 

incidents in sOuthern Rajasthan.  

 

This chapter sums up the findings Of a field survey cOnducted On the sample Of 

respOndents including legislatOrs, judicial decisiOn makers, and executive Orders 

regulatOry bOdies Of Rajasthan. 

The survey aimed at finding Out: 

 
 The Object Of research is tO study the measures tO prOtect the child frOm any 

fOrm Of Sexual abuse. 

 TO knOw and understand the causes Of Sexual abuse Of children in India. 

 TO make peOple aware Of the causes Of Sexual abuse Of children and tO make 

them legally aware Of their rights. 

 TO suggest variOus significant and effective measure tO check the menace Of 

child abuse. 

7.2 TOOls Used 

 

The fOllOwing tOOls were used tO carry Out the field study. 

 
a)  A sample Of respOndents including legislatOrs, judicial decisiOn makers, and 

executive Orders regulatOry bOdies Of Rajasthan. 

7.3 The Need fOr QuestiOnnaires 
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Since the present research was meant tO evaluate measures tO prOtect the child 

frOm any fOrm Of Sexual abuse sO the researcher had tO analyse the existing scenariO. 

This study wOuld have been incOmplete if the researcher had nOt been able tO cOllect 

the views Of the legislatOrs, judicial decisiOn makers On all the three aspects 

mentiOned abOve. Any changes in the system will remain ineffective unless the 

legislatOrs, judicial decisiOn makers whO are tO implement them are aware Of these 

changes. Only thrOugh the questiOnnaire study it was made pOssible tO find Out if the 

peOple were aware Of the causes Of Sexual abuse Of children. The views Of the peOple 

are nO less impOrtant; it is fOr them everything is dOne, they are the fOcus and end- 

pOint Of all the elements Of sOciety. Since they are the Ones whO are wOrking, it was 

felt necessary tO elicit infOrmatiOn abOut their sOciO-ecOnOmic backgrOund, their need 

fOr studying law, their assessment Of the prescribed legal materials and their OpiniOn 

regarding the implementatiOn tO which they are expOsed. This data cOuld best be 

cOllected Only with the help Of the questiOnnaire. 

The specific issues cOvered by the questiOnnaire are the fOllOwing: 

 
7.4 ScOpe Of First questiOnnaire (POlice PersOnnel and Lawyers’) 

a) TO knOw the causes Of Sexual abuse Of children. 

b) TO knOw the strengths and weaknesses Of the laws under cOnsideratiOn. 

c) TO explOre the measures tO prOtect the child frOm any fOrm Of Sexual abuse. 

7.5 ScOpe Of SecOnd questiOnnaire (Children and Parents) 

1. TO knOw the awareness Of peOple abOut the causes Of Sexual abuse Of 

children. 

2. Their needs and requirement in terms Of the amended laws. 

The cOnclusiOns are drawn accOrding tO the respOnses Of the sample and the 

ObservatiOns made during the survey. These prOblems can be summarized as given 

belOw. This survey was cOnducted at One level thrOugh a questiOnnaire. 

This chapter fOcuses On analysis Of the cOllected primary data frOm the 400 

residents and Officials Of respective grOunds Of  different  age grOups and TSP 

area. They were selected frOm (Tribal Area (TSP area)) within the age grOup Of 18 

- years. ApprOpriately standardized PsychOlOgical tests were administered  tO 

them tO assess the psychOlOgical characteristics Of Digital deceptiOns and frauds 

in tribal area. AlsO, the hypOthesis is tested with the use Of Chi-Square test depended 
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On study area Or graphical presentatiOn. The data cOllected is scrutinized, tabulated 

tO analyze in the study. It is alsO presented at a glance in the fOrm Of different tables, 

graphs, bar and pie designs and interpretatiOn. The analysis was attempted tO knOw 

the up tO what extent the hypOthesis made in the beginning was prOven at the end Of 

the analysis. 

The  assessment  has  enabled  the  researcher  tO  cOme  tO  cOnclusiOn  cOncerning 

variOus aspects Of Sexual abuse Of children assOciated tO area Of research. 

7.6 SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION: 

 
The twO types Of data are analyzed in the study: 

 

 Primary Data (which will be generated after analysis Of the 

questiOnnaires.) 

 SecOndary Data (which will be available ready-made as was 

made by Other sOurces.) 

The data were cOllected by preparing an Open-ended questiOnnaire as well 

during persOnal interviews. TO understand the causes Of Sexual abuse Of children 

in India. The cOllected data are analyzed with the help Of fOllOwing research 

instruments: 

1. LegislatOr’s and judicial decisiOn maker’s persOnal discussiOn 

 
2. Use Of tOOls like interview schedule and filling questiOnnaire. 

 
3. Field explOratiOn and facts analysis. 

 
ANALYSIS OF DATA COLLECTION 

7.7.1 QuestiOnnaire fOr General PeOple 

Table NO. 7.1 

a) RespOndents’ Awareness (AbOut Child  Sexual  Abuse  and  PrOtectiOn 

Laws in India, classified gender wise) 

 

 
Male Female TOtal % 

1. 310 90 400 100% 
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(SOurce: Field Survey) 

 
Table NO. 7.1 indicates that 310 male respOndents were aware abOut Child 

Sexual Abuse and, 90 Females are aware abOut Child PrOtectiOn Laws in India. 

TO analyze the data presented in Table NO. 1 regarding respOndents' awareness 

abOut child Sexual abuse and prOtectiOn laws in India, classified by gender, we 

need tO break dOwn the numbers and calculate the percentage Of male and 

female respOndents Out Of the tOtal. 

Analysis: 

 
 Male Awareness: Out Of 400 respOndents, 310 are male, making 

up 77.5% Of the tOtal respOndents. 

 Female  Awareness:  Out  Of  400  respOndents,  90  are  female, 

making up 22.5% Of the tOtal respOndents. 

VisualizatiOn: 

 
TO visualize this data, let's create a bar chart. 

 

 
 

Key Insights: 

 
 Gender DistributiOn: 

 

 Male RespOndents: Represent a significant majOrity (77.5%). 

 

 Female RespOndents: Represent a smaller pOrtiOn (22.5%). 
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 ImplicatiOns: 

 
1. The data indicates a higher level Of participatiOn Or awareness amOng males 

cOmpared tO females regarding child Sexual abuse and prOtectiOn laws in 

India. 

2. This disparity cOuld be due tO variOus factOrs such as differences in access tO 

infOrmatiOn, sOcial nOrms, Or willingness tO respOnd tO surveys On this tOpic. 

VisualizatiOn: 

 
 The bar chart shOws the number Of respOndents by gender. 

 

 The line plOt superimpOsed On the bar chart represents the percentage Of 

respOndents by gender. 

Overall, the analysis highlights a gender imbalance in the awareness Or 

repOrting Of knOwledge abOut child Sexual abuse and prOtectiOn laws,  with 

males being mOre predOminant in the sample surveyed. 

Table NO. 7.2 

 
RespOndents  [QualificatiOn  wise]  aware  abOut  Child  Sexual  Abuse  and 

PrOtectiOn Laws in India 

S. NO QualificatiOn NO. Of 

RespOndents 

1. PG 109 

2. GraduatiOn 95 

3. High. Sec. Certificate 98 

4. Sen. Sec. Certificate 70 

 

(SOurce: Field Survey) 

Table NO. 7.3 The dataset prOvides the number Of respOndents categOrized by their 

highest educatiOnal qualificatiOns. The qualificatiOns and the cOrrespOnding number 

Of respOndents are as fOllOws: 

 

1. POst-Graduate (PG): 137 respOndents 
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2. GraduatiOn: 95 respOndents 

3. Higher SecOndary Certificate (High. Sec. Certificate): 98 respOndents 

4. SeniOr SecOndary Certificate (Sen. Sec. Certificate): 70 respOndents 

 

Analysis: 

 
1. DistributiOn Of RespOndents by QualificatiOn: 

 

 The highest number Of respOndents have a POst-Graduate (PG) 

qualificatiOn, with 137 individuals. 

 RespOndents with a Higher SecOndary Certificate (High. Sec. Certificate) 

are the secOnd largest grOup, with 98 individuals. 

 Graduates are the third largest grOup, with 95 individuals. 

 The smallest grOup is thOse with a SeniOr SecOndary Certificate (Sen. Sec. 

Certificate), with 70 individuals. 

 
2. PrOpOrtiOn Of Each QualificatiOn CategOry: TO understand the distributiOn 

prOpOrtiOn Of each qualificatiOn categOry, we calculate the percentage Of 

respOndents in each categOry relative tO the tOtal number Of respOndents. 

 

TOtal RespOndents=137+95+98+70=400\ text{TOtal RespOndents} = 137 + 95 

+ 98 + 70 = 400 TOtal RespOndents = 137+95+98+70=400 

 

 The  POst-Graduate  (PG)  grOup  has  the  highest  representatiOn  amOng  the 

respOndents, accOunting fOr apprOximately 34.3% Of the tOtal. 

 The SeniOr SecOndary Certificate (Sen. Sec. Certificate) grOup has the lOwest 

representatiOn, making up abOut 17.5% Of the tOtal. 

 The  prOpOrtiOns  Of  respOndents  with  GraduatiOn  and  Higher  SecOndary 

Certificate qualificatiOns are quite similar, at 23.8% and 24.5% respectively. 

 
This analysis highlights the educatiOnal backgrOund Of the respOndents, shOwing a 

higher tendency tOwards advanced qualificatiOns (POst-Graduate and GraduatiOn) 

cOmpared tO basic secOndary educatiOn qualificatiOns (Higher SecOndary and SeniOr 

SecOndary Certificates). This insight cOuld be valuable fOr understanding the 

demOgraphic prOfile Of the surveyed pOpulatiOn. 
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Table NO. 7.3 
 

 
Teachers RegulatOr

y bOdies 

LegislatOrs Businessmen Judicial 

decisiO

HOuse wives Others 

1. 70 27 23 127 17 40 43 

 

Table NO. 7.3 indicates that, 70 respOndents Teachers, 27 respOndents are regulatOry 

bOdies, 23 respOndents are LegislatOrs, 127 respOndents are Businessmen, 43 are Others, 

17 respOndents are Farmers Judicial decisiOn, 40 respOndents are HOusewives. 

TOtal Number Of RespOndents 

Let's first calculate the tOtal number Of respOndents: 

TOtal RespOndents=70+27+23+127+17+40+43 

Summary Of Findings 

 Businessmen (36.6%): This grOup has the highest number Of respOndents, 

indicating a significant level Of interest Or awareness amOng business 

prOfessiOnals. 

 Teachers (20.2%): The secOnd highest grOup, suggesting that educatOrs 

alsO have a cOnsiderable level Of awareness. 

 Others (12.4%) and HOusewives (11.5%): These grOups shOw nOtable 

participatiOn. 

 RegulatOry BOdies (7.8%), LegislatOrs (6.6%), and Judicial DecisiOn 

(4.9%): These grOups have fewer respOndents, which cOuld indicate less 

engagement Or awareness amOng these categOries cOmpared tO Others. 

Insights 

 The high percentage Of businessmen suggests that this grOup may have a 

vested interest Or higher awareness in child Sexual abuse and prOtectiOn 

laws, pOtentially due tO cOrpOrate sOcial respOnsibility initiatives Or 

business ethics. 

 The substantial representatiOn Of teachers highlights the impOrtance Of 

educatOrs in spreading awareness and educating students and the 

cOmmunity abOut these issues. 

 The lOwer percentages fOr regulatOry bOdies, legislatOrs, and judicial 

decisiOns might indicate areas where mOre targeted awareness and 

educatiOnal campaigns cOuld be beneficial. 

 

 



Faculty Of Law 

204 
 

 

This analysis helps identify which grOups are mOre engaged and where there might be 

gaps in awareness that need tO be addressed. 

7.4 QuestiOns 

SOme questiOns were alsO asked during the persOnal meeting with the respOndents. The 

questiOns are as fOllOws: 

Q1.  In  yOur  OpiniOn,  hOw  prevalent  is  child  Sexual  abuse  in  yOur 

cOmmunity? 

Table NO. 7.5 
 

Gender Very 

prevalent 

SOmewhat 

prevalent 

NOt very 

prevalent 

NOt 

prevalent at 

all 

TOtal 

Male 268 41 10 8 
 

 

400 Female 29 22 20 2 

 

Table NO. 7.9 is regarding different types Of Child Sexual Abuse respOndent 

custOmers Out Of tOtal 400 (100%) respOndents, 268 Male respOndents hOld ‘Very 

prevalent’, 29 Female respOndents hOld ‘Very prevalent’. 41 Male respOndents hOld 

‘SOmewhat prevalent’, 22 female hOld ‘sOmewhat prevalent’, 10(m) 20 (f) 

respOndents hOld ‘NOt very prevalent’, and final sample is minimum CustOmers 

8(m) 2 (f) respOndents hOld ‘NOt prevalent at all’. All are aware abOut Child 

PrOtectiOn Laws and Child Sexual Abuse but dOn’t want tO talk abOut it. 

The data On the perceived prevalence Of child Sexual abuse in the cOmmunity, 

brOken dOwn by gender, reveals significant differences in perceptiOns between male 

and female respOndents. AmOng the 400 male respOndents, a substantial majOrity, 

268, believe that child Sexual abuse is very prevalent, while 41 cOnsider it 

sOmewhat prevalent. Only a small fractiOn Of males perceive it as nOt very prevalent 

(10) Or nOt prevalent at all (8). In cOntrast, amOng the 73 female respOndents, Only 

29 view it as very prevalent, with 22 cOnsidering it sOmewhat prevalent. A higher 

prOpOrtiOn Of females, cOmpared tO males, perceive the issue as nOt very prevalent 

(20) Or nOt prevalent at all (2). This disparity in perceptiOns may indicate 

differences in awareness Or persOnal experiences related tO child Sexual abuse 

between genders. The data suggests a general cOnsensus amOng males that child 
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Sexual abuse is a significant issue in their cOmmunity, whereas female respOndents 

present a mOre varied perspective. This highlights the need fOr targeted awareness 

prOgrams that address these differing perceptiOns and encOurage a unified 

understanding Of the prevalence and seriOusness Of child Sexual abuse. 

Q.2 Have yOu ever received infOrmatiOn Or educatiOn abOut preventing 

child Sexual abuse? 

 

 

 
The pie chart represents the percentage distributiOn Of respOndents whO have 

received infOrmatiOn Or educatiOn abOut preventing child Sexual abuse frOm 

variOus sOurces. A substantial pOrtiOn, apprOximately 50%, have received this 

educatiOn thrOugh schOOl prOgrams, highlighting the critical rOle educatiOnal 

institutiOns play in addressing this issue. ArOund 20% Of respOndents have 

gained infOrmatiOn thrOugh cOmmunity prOgrams, indicating the impOrtance 

Of cOmmunity-based initiatives in spreading awareness. 

Online resOurces accOunt fOr apprOximately 15% Of the respOndents' sOurces 

Of infOrmatiOn, reflecting the increasing reliance On digital platfOrms fOr 

educatiOnal purpOses. HOwever, a nOtable 15% Of respOndents repOrted that 

they have nOt received any infOrmatiOn abOut preventing child Sexual abuse. 

This data underscOres the need fOr mOre extensive Outreach and 

cOmprehensive educatiOnal strategies tO ensure that infOrmatiOn abOut child 

Sexual abuse preventiOn reaches a brOader audience. Overall, while schOOls 

and cOmmunity prOgrams are significant sOurces Of infOrmatiOn, there remains 

a gap that needs tO be addressed tO enhance awareness and preventiOn effOrts 
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cOmprehensively. 

 
Q.3 DO  yOu  believe  that  yOur  cOmmunity  takes  sufficient  measures  tO 

prevent child Sexual abuse? 

Table . 7.6 
 

Answers Yes, very 

sufficient 

Yes, 

sOmewhat 

sufficient 

NO, nOt 

very 

sufficient 

NO, nOt 

sufficient at 

all 

TOtal 

NO Of 

Resp. 

154 98 90 58 400 

 

Table 7.6 shOwed that 154 respOndents finds that they were infOrmed ‘Yes, 

very sufficient’, 98 respOndents find ‘Yes, sOmewhat sufficient’ , 90 

respOndents find that they did nOt receive prOper measures, they say ‘NO, nOt 

very sufficient’ and 58 respOndents tOld that they were ‘NO, nOt sufficient at 

all’. 

The data frOm the survey regarding the sufficiency Of measures taken by the 

cOmmunity tO prevent child Sexual abuse reveals varied perceptiOns amOng the 

400 respOndents. Analyzing the respOnses in terms Of percentages prOvides a 

clearer understanding Of these perceptiOns. 

Out Of the tOtal respOndents, 154 believe that the measures are “very 

sufficient,” which cOnstitutes 38.5% Of the sample. AdditiOnally, 98 

respOndents, Or 24.5%, think that the measures are “sOmewhat sufficient.” 

COmbined, these twO categOries indicate that 63% Of respOndents (38.5% + 

24.5%) feel that the cOmmunity is taking adequate measures tO sOme extent. 

On the Other hand, 90 respOndents, making up 22.5%, feel that the measures 

are “nOt very sufficient,” while 58 respOndents, Or 14.5%, believe the measures 

are “nOt sufficient at all.” This tOtals 37% Of respOndents (22.5% + 14.5%) whO 

perceive the cOmmunity's effOrts as lacking. 

Overall, the data shOws that while a majOrity Of respOndents (63%) believe 

their cOmmunity takes sufficient measures tO prevent child Sexual abuse, a 

significant minOrity (37%) feel that the measures are inadequate, highlighting 
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the  need  fOr  OngOing  imprOvements  and  heightened  effOrts  in  cOmmunity 

preventiOn strategies. 

Q.4 If yOu suspected Or knew Of a child being Sexually abused, wOuld yOu 

knOw hOw tO repOrt it tO the apprOpriate authOrities? 

Table NO. 7.7 
 

 

 
NO. Of 

RespOndents 

Yes, but I am 

nOt very 

cOnfident 

 
NO, I am nOt 

sure hOw tO 

repOrt 

NO, I dOn’t  
nOt knOw hOw 

tO repOrt 

 

TOtal 

242 58 100 400 

 

Table NO. 7.7 prOvides that 400 (100%) respOndents, maximum 242 respOndents 

are nOt very cOnfident, whereas 58 respOndent are nOt sure hOw tO repOrt and 100 

dOn’t nOt knOw hOw tO repOrt. 

The survey data regarding respOndents' knOwledge On hOw tO repOrt suspected 

Or knOwn cases Of child Sexual abuse tO the apprOpriate authOrities reveals 

significant insights intO the cOmmunity's awareness and cOnfidence levels. AmOng 

the 400 respOndents, 242 (60.5%) indicated that they knOw hOw tO repOrt such 

incidents but are nOt very cOnfident in dOing sO. This suggests that while the 

majOrity have sOme awareness, there is a lack Of cOnfidence that cOuld hinder 

effective repOrting. 

Meanwhile, 58 respOndents (14.5%) admitted that they are nOt sure hOw tO 

repOrt suspected cases, indicating a clear gap in knOwledge. AdditiOnally, 100 

respOndents (25%) stated that they dO nOt knOw hOw tO repOrt such incidents at all. 

COmbined, these twO grOups accOunt fOr 39.5% Of the respOndents whO either lack 

knOwledge Or are uncertain abOut the repOrting prOcess. 

This analysis highlights the need fOr imprOved educatiOn and clear guidance 

On repOrting mechanisms tO ensure that mOre individuals feel cOnfident and 

knOwledgeable abOut hOw tO take apprOpriate actiOn if they suspect Or knOw Of a 

child being Sexually abused. Enhanced training and awareness prOgrams cOuld 

bridge this gap, leading tO better prOtectiOn fOr children in the cOmmunity. 

Q.5 Are yOu aware Of any POCSO Act dealing with child abuse? 
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Table NO. 7.8 
 

% Yes, and I 

am familiar 

with the 

Act 

Yes, but I 

am nOt 

familiar 

with the Act 

NO, I am 

nOt aware 

Of any Act 

DOn’t 
KnOw 

TOtal 

NO. Of 

RespOndents 

182 78 89 51 400 

 

Table NO. 7.8 prOvides infOrmatiOn abOut pOpularity Of POCSO Act dealing 

with child abuse. 182 say they are familiar with the POCSO Act, 78 say yes, but 

are nOt familiar with the POCSO Act, 89 say they are nOt familiar with the 

POCSO Act, and 51 dOn’t knOw abOut it. 

The survey data On respOndents' awareness Of the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act reveals a range Of familiarity with this critical 

legislatiOn. Out Of 400 respOndents, 182 (45.5%) indicated that they are aware Of 

and familiar with the POCSO Act. This suggests that nearly half Of the respOndents 

have a gOOd understanding Of the legal framewOrk designed tO prOtect children 

frOm Sexual abuse. 

AdditiOnally, 78 respOndents (19.5%) are aware Of the POCSO Act but are nOt 

familiar with its details. This indicates that while these individuals recOgnize the 

existence Of the Act, they lack detailed knOwledge abOut its prOvisiOns and 

implementatiOn. 

On the Other hand, 89 respOndents (22.25%) repOrted that they are nOt aware 

Of any such Act, reflecting a significant gap in awareness that needs tO be 

addressed. FurthermOre, 51 respOndents (12.75%) stated that they dOn't knOw, 

indicating uncertainty Or lack Of expOsure tO infOrmatiOn abOut the POCSO Act. 

In summary, while a substantial pOrtiOn Of respOndents (65%) are aware Of the 

POCSO Act, there is a nOtable percentage (35%) whO either lack awareness Or 

familiarity with the Act. This underscOres the need fOr enhanced awareness 

campaigns and educatiOnal initiatives tO ensure cOmprehensive understanding and 

effective implementatiOn Of child prOtectiOn laws within the cOmmunity. 

Q.6 RespOndents views abOut family viOlence effects On child Sexual abuse cases. 
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ViOlence affects yes NO DOn’t 
KnOw 

tOtal 

NO. Of 

RespOndents 

330 60 14 400 

 

Table NO. 7.9 prOvides infOrmatiOn abOut family viOlence effects On child Sexual 

abuse cases, Out Of tOtal 400 (100%) respOndents. Maximum 330 respOndents 

expressed it dOes affects and 60 respOndents said ‘nO’, 14 dOn’t knOw abOut it. 

The survey data regarding respOndents' views On the impact Of family viOlence On 

child Sexual abuse cases prOvides a clear perspective On cOmmunity OpiniOns. Out Of 

400 respOndents, a significant majOrity Of 330 (82.5%) believe that family viOlence 

affects child Sexual abuse cases. This high percentage suggests a strOng cOnsensus 

amOng respOndents abOut the detrimental link between family viOlence and child 

Sexual abuse. 

COnversely, 60 respOndents (15%) dO nOt believe that family viOlence affects 

child Sexual abuse cases. 

This  minOrity OpiniOn  indicates  that  sOme  individuals  may perceive  these 

issues as separate Or may lack awareness Of the pOtential cOnnectiOns. 

AdditiOnally, 14 respOndents (3.5%) indicated that they dOn't knOw whether family 

viOlence impacts child Sexual abuse cases. This small percentage reflects a level Of 

uncertainty Or lack Of infOrmatiOn amOng a few respOndents. 

Overall, the data indicates that the vast majOrity Of respOndents recOgnize the harmful 

effects Of family viOlence On child Sexual abuse cases, highlighting the impOrtance Of 

addressing family viOlence as part Of brOader effOrts tO prOtect children and prevent 

abuse. 

Enhanced educatiOnal and suppOrt prOgrams cOuld further reduce the percentage Of 

thOse unaware Or uncertain abOut this critical issue. 

Q.7 DO yOu think lack Of prOper implementatiOn Of laws is the cause Of increasing 

child Sexual abuse cases in India? 

Table NO. 7.10 says Out Of tOtal, 400 (100%) respOndents, 250 respOndents said ‘yes’ 

and 150 said ‘nO’ and 05 can’t say anything. 
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Lack Of prOper 

implementatiOn Of 

child prOtectiOn laws 

yes NO Can’t say TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndents 250 145 05 400 

 

The survey data regarding respOndents' views On whether the lack Of prOper 

implementatiOn Of child prOtectiOn laws is a cause Of increasing child Sexual abuse 

cases in India reveals significant insights. 

Out Of 400 respOndents, 250 (62.5%) believe that inadequate enfOrcement Of laws 

cOntributes tO the rise in child Sexual abuse cases. 

This majOrity OpiniOn underscOres a widespread cOncern abOut the effectiveness Of 

existing legal framewOrks and their enfOrcement in prOtecting children. 

In cOntrast, 145 respOndents (36.25%) dO nOt attribute the increase in child 

Sexual abuse cases tO the pOOr implementatiOn Of laws, suggesting that they might see 

Other factOrs as mOre significant cOntributOrs tO the issue. 

AdditiOnally, 5 respOndents (1.25%) were uncertain and chOse the “can't say” 

OptiOn, indicating a small pOrtiOn Of individuals whO are either undecided Or lack 

sufficient infOrmatiOn tO fOrm an OpiniOn On this matter. 

Overall, the data indicates that a significant majOrity Of respOndents perceive 

the lack Of prOper implementatiOn Of child prOtectiOn laws as a key factOr in the 

increasing incidence Of child Sexual abuse in India. 

This highlights the need fOr strengthening the enfOrcement Of existing laws 

and ensuring that they are effectively implemented tO better prOtect children and 

reduce the prevalence Of abuse. 

Q.8 DO yOu think POCSO Act 2012 have sOme lOOphOles and it is misused fOr 

unfair advantages? 

Table 7.11 
 

Are there any lOOphOles 

in POCSO Act 2012? 

Yes nOt sure nO Can’t say TOtal 
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NO. Of RespOndents 98 97 38 157 400 

 

Table NO. 7.11 indicates that, 98 respOndents said ‘yes’, 97 respOndents said ‘nOt 

sure’, 38  respOndents mentiOned ‘nO’, 157  respOndents can’t say anything abOut it. 

The survey data regarding respOndents' views On whether the POCSO Act 2012 

has lOOphOles and is misused fOr unfair advantages prOvides varied perspectives. 

Out Of 400 respOndents, 98 (24.5%) believe that the POCSO Act has lOOphOles, 

indicating a cOncern amOng a quarter Of the respOndents abOut the effectiveness and 

rObustness Of the legislatiOn. 

AdditiOnally, 97 respOndents (24.25%) are unsure abOut the presence Of 

lOOphOles in the Act, reflecting a significant pOrtiOn Of the pOpulatiOn that may nOt 

have sufficient knOwledge Or clarity abOut the specifics Of the Act. 

On the Other hand, 38 respOndents (9.5%) believe there are nO lOOphOles in the 

POCSO Act, suggesting a minOrity view that the legislatiOn is cOmprehensive and 

effective as it stands. 

A substantial number Of respOndents, 157 (39.25%), chOse the “can't say” 

OptiOn, indicating a high level Of uncertainty Or lack Of infOrmatiOn abOut the Act and 

its pOtential fOr misuse. 

Overall, the data indicates that while there is a nOtable cOncern abOut the 

presence Of lOOphOles in the POCSO Act 2012, a significant pOrtiOn Of respOndents 

are either unsure Or lack sufficient infOrmatiOn tO fOrm a definitive OpiniOn. 

This highlights the need fOr increased awareness and educatiOn abOut the Act, its 

prOvisiOns, and its implementatiOn tO address these cOncerns and reduce uncertainty 

amOng the public. 

Q.9 Is Child marriage alsO the reasOn Of child Sexual 

abuse?                             Table NO. 7.12

      Child   Marriage   is   alsO   the 

      reasOn Of child Sexual abuse? 

Yes NO Can’t Say TOtal 

     NO. Of RespOndents 70 294 36 400 
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Table NO. 7.12 shOws that, Out Of tOtal 400 (100%) respOndents. Maximum 70 

respOndents said ‘yes’ and 294 respOndents said ‘nO’ ‘and 36 were nOt able tO say 

anything. 

  The survey data On whether child marriage is perceived as a reasOn fOr 

child Sexual abuse presents clear OpiniOns frOm the respOndents. Out Of 400 

respOndents, 70 (17.5%) believe that child marriage is a reasOn fOr child Sexual 

abuse. This minOrity perspective highlights a cOncern amOng sOme individuals 

abOut the cOnnectiOn between child marriage and the risk Of Sexual abuse. 

  In cOntrast, a significant majOrity Of 294 respOndents (73.5%) dO nOt see 

child marriage as a reasOn fOr child Sexual abuse. This indicates a prevalent belief 

that Other factOrs are mOre critical in cOntributing tO child Sexual abuse cases. 

AdditiOnally, 36 respOndents (9%) are unsure and selected the “can't say” 

OptiOn, reflecting sOme level Of uncertainty Or lack Of sufficient knOwledge tO fOrm a 

definite OpiniOn On the matter. Overall, the data reveals that while a small pOrtiOn Of 

respOndents acknOwledges a link between child marriage and child Sexual abuse, the 

majOrity dO nOt see this cOnnectiOn. This suggests a need fOr further educatiOn and 

dialOgue tO explOre and address the variOus factOrs cOntributing tO child Sexual abuse, 

including the pOtential impact Of child marriage. 

Q10. DO yOu think tOday's media (Cinema, TelevisiOn, SOcial media, Internet) is 

alsO equally respOnsible tO increase child Sexual abuse? 

Table NO. 7.13 
 

ReasOns Yes NOt Sure NO 

Reply 

NO TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndents 154 98 53 95 400 

 

Table NO. 7.17 indicates that Out Of tOtal 400 (100%) respOndents, 154 respOndents 

said ‘yes’ Cinema, TelevisiOn, SOcial media, Internet are respOnsible, 98 respOndents 

said ‘they are nOt sure’ cinema, TelevisiOn, SOcial media, Internet may be 

respOnsible, 95 respOndents said these are nOt respOnsible and 53 respOndents were 

nOt able tO say anything. 
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TO analyze the data frOm Table NO. 13, we need tO cOnvert the raw numbers 

intO percentages tO better understand the distributiOn Of OpiniOns amOng the 400 

respOndents regarding whether tOday's media is equally respOnsible fOr 

increasing child Sexual abuse. 

Here’s a step-by-step breakdOwn and the resulting analysis: 

 
  The data indicates that a plurality Of respOndents, 38.5%, believe that 

tOday’s media (including cinema, televisiOn, sOcial media, and the internet) is 

equally respOnsible fOr increasing child Sexual abuse. 

  Meanwhile, 24.5% Of respOndents are unsure abOut the media's rOle in 

this issue. A significant pOrtiOn, 23.75%, disagree with the idea that media 

cOntributes tO the rise in child Sexual abuse, while 13.25% did nOt prOvide a 

respOnse. 

Overall, there is a nOtable cOncern amOng the majOrity that media cOuld play a rOle 

in exacerbating the issue, thOugh a substantial number Of individuals are uncertain Or 

dO nOt see a cOnnectiOn. 

Q11. DO yOu think pOverty is alsO the reasOn Of child Sexual abuse? 

Table NO. 7.14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DO yOu think pOverty is alsO the reasOn Of child
Sexual abuse? 

 

95 

150 

 

53 

 

ReasOns Yes NOt Sure NO 

Reply 

NO TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndents 150 102 53 95 400 
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Based On the prOvided data, we can analyse the respOnses tO the questiOn “DO yOu 

think pOverty is alsO the reasOn Of child Sexual abuse?”  

Here is the breakdOwn: 

 

a) Yes: 150 

 
b) NOt Sure: 102 

 
c) NO Reply: 53 

d) NO: 95 

 
e) TOtal: 400 

 

Analysis 

 
1) DistributiOn: 

 

 The highest number Of respOndents believe that pOverty is a reasOn fOr child 

Sexual abuse (37.5%). 

 A significant pOrtiOn Of respOndents are unsure (25.5%). 

 

 A smaller percentage did nOt reply (13.25%). 

 

 Nearly a quarter Of the respOndents (23.75%) dO nOt think pOverty is a reasOn 

fOr child Sexual abuse. 

Key Insights: 

 
1. Yes (37.5%): This is the largest segment, indicating that a significant pOrtiOn 

Of respOndents believe that pOverty is a cOntributing factOr tO child Sexual 

abuse. 

2. NOt Sure (25.5%): A quarter Of respOndents are uncertain, suggesting a lack 

Of cOnsensus Or knOwledge On the issue. 

3. NO (23.75%): AlmOst a quarter Of respOndents disagree, indicating that they 

dO nOt see a direct link between pOverty and child Sexual abuse. 

4. NO Reply (13.25%): A smaller segment did nOt prOvide a respOnse, which 

might indicate indifference Or unwillingness tO answer the questiOn. 

Overall, the respOnses are quite varied, with a nOtable prOpOrtiOn Of peOple unsure 

abOut the cOnnectiOn between pOverty and child Sexual abuse.  

This suggests that while there is sOme agreement that pOverty cOuld be a factOr, 

there is alsO a significant amOunt Of uncertainty and differing OpiniOns On the matter. 
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Q12. DO yOu think every kid whO is depressed is gOing thrOugh child abuse? 
 

ReasOns Yes NOt Sure NO 

Reply 

NO TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndents 100 152 58 90 400 

 

 
 

 Yes: 100/400x100=25% 

 NOt Sure: 152/400x100=38% 

 NO Reply: 58/400x100=14.5% 

 NO: 90/400x100=22.5 % 

The  data  reveals  that  25%  Of  respOndents  believe  that  every  child  whO  is 

depressed is experiencing child abuse. 

 

A  substantial  38%  are  uncertain  abOut  whether  depressiOn  in  children  is 

necessarily linked tO abuse, indicating a level Of ambiguity On the subject. 

 

Meanwhile, 22.5% Of respOndents dO nOt believe that depressiOn is an indicatOr Of 

child abuse, and 14.5% did nOt prOvide a respOnse. Overall, there is a nOtable split in 

OpiniOns, with a significant pOrtiOn Of respOndents uncertain Or skeptical abOut the 

direct cOnnectiOn between child depressiOn and child abuse. 

 

 
 

DO yOu think every kid whO is depressed is gOing  thrOugh 

child abuse? 

90 
100 

58 

152 

Yes NOt 
Sure 

NO 
Reply 

N
O 
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Q13. DO yOu think cOmpensatiOn tO be given tO the accused persOn if he is 

implicated in a false case? 

ReasOns Yes NOt Sure NO 

Reply 

NO TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndents 310 18 52 20 400 

 

 

Sure, let's analyse the data prOvided abOut respOndents' OpiniOns On whether 

cOmpensatiOn shOuld be given tO an accused persOn if they are implicated in a false 

case. 

Data Overview: 

- TOtal RespOndents: 400 

- RespOnses: 

- Yes: 310 

- NOt Sure: 18 

- NO Reply: 52 

- NO: 20 

Analysis: 

1. MajOrity OpiniOn (Yes) 

RespOndents: 310 

-Percentage: 77.5% 

DO yOu think cOmpensatiOn tO be given tO the accused persOn if he 

is implicated  in a false case? 

N
O 

20 

NO 
Reply 

52 

NOt 
Sure 

18 

Yes 310 

0 100 200 300 400 
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Analysis: The majOrity Of respOndents believe that cOmpensatiOn shOuld be given 

tO thOse implicated in false cases. This strOng majOrity suggests a sOcietal cOnsensus 

On the need tO address the injustices faced by thOse wrOngfully accused. The suppOrt 

fOr cOmpensatiOn might be driven by a recOgnitiOn Of the psychOlOgical, financial, and 

reputatiOnal damages suffered by the falsely accused. 

2. Uncertain RespOndents (NOt Sure): 

RespOndents: 18 

Percentage: 4.5% 

Analysis: A small fractiOn Of respOndents are unsure abOut whether cOmpensatiOn 

shOuld be prOvided. This uncertainty cOuld stem frOm a lack Of infOrmatiOn On the 

subject, cOncerns abOut the implicatiOns Of such a pOlicy, Or the belief that each case 

might need tO be evaluated On its Own merits. 

3. NOn-respOndents (NO Reply): 

RespOndents: 52 

Percentage: 13% 

Analysis: A significant pOrtiOn Of the respOndents chOse nOt tO reply. This nOn- 

respOnse cOuld indicate a variety Of factOrs including indifference, lack Of knOwledge, 

Or unwillingness tO express an OpiniOn On a pOtentially sensitive tOpic. Understanding 

why respOndents chOse nOt tO reply cOuld prOvide deeper insights intO public OpiniOn. 

4. MinOrity OpiniOn (NO): 

RespOndents: 20 

Percentage: 5% 

Analysis: A small minOrity Of respOndents are against the idea Of cOmpensatiOn. 

This viewpOint may arise frOm cOncerns abOut the pOtential fOr abuse Of such 

cOmpensatiOn systems, the burden On taxpayers, Or the belief that current legal 

remedies are sufficient tO address wrOngful accusatiOns. 

The Overwhelming majOrity (77.5%) suppOrts the idea Of prOviding 

cOmpensatiOn tO individuals implicated in false cases, highlighting a strOng public 

sentiment tOwards rectifying the wrOngs suffered by the falsely accused. 

 A small  percentage (4.5%) are unsure, indicating a need fOr mOre public 

educatiOn Or discussiOn On the issue. 

 13% Of respOndents did nOt reply, which may pOint tO a need fOr further 

research tO understand this grOup's perspective. 

 Only 5% are against the idea, suggesting that OppOsitiOn tO cOmpensatiOn is 

relatively minimal. 
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The data indicates a clear preference fOr implementing cOmpensatOry 

measures tO suppOrt thOse falsely accused, reflecting a cOllective desire fOr justice and 

fairness in the legal system. 

Q14. DO yOu think POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the Sexual abuse cases against 

children in SOuthern Rajasthan? 
 

ReasOns Yes NOt Sure NO 

Reply 

NO TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndents 300 28 50 22 400 

 

 
 

The data prOvided abOut respOndents' OpiniOns On whether the POCSO Act 

2012 addresses sexual abuse cases against children in SOuthern Rajasthan. 

Data Overview: 

 
TOtal RespOndents: 400 

 
- RespOnses: 

 

- Yes: 300 

 
- NOt Sure: 28 

- NO Reply: 50 

 
- NO: 22 

 

Analysis: 

 
1. MajOrity OpiniOn (Yes): 

 
- RespOndents: 300 - Percentage: 75% 

DO yOu think POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the Sexual abuse 

cases against children in SOuthern Rajasthan? 

Yes NOt 
Sure 

 

Yes 
400  

NO 
Reply 

N
O 

200 

100 

N
O 

22 0 28 NOt 
Sure 

50 

NO 
Reply 
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- Analysis: The majOrity Of respOndents believe that the POCSO Act 2012 

effectively addresses Sexual abuse cases against children in SOuthern Rajasthan. This 

suggests strOng cOnfidence in the legislative framewOrk and its implementatiOn in the 

regiOn. The suppOrt may be rOOted in awareness Of the act's prOvisiOns, successful 

cases, and Overall trust in the legal system's capacity tO prOtect children. 

2. Uncertain RespOndents (NOt Sure): 

 
- RespOndents: 28 

 
- Percentage: 7% 

 
- Analysis: A small segment Of respOndents are unsure whether the POCSO Act 

effectively addresses the issue. This uncertainty cOuld arise frOm a lack Of 

infOrmatiOn, mixed OutcOmes in Observed cases, Or cOncerns abOut the act's 

enfOrcement and accessibility. 

3. NOn-respOndents (NO Reply): 

 
- RespOndents: 50 

 
- Percentage: 12.5% 

 
- Analysis: A nOtable prOpOrtiOn Of respOndents did nOt prOvide an answer. This 

nOn-respOnse might indicate ambivalence, lack Of sufficient knOwledge On the subject, 

Or reluctance tO engage with the tOpic. Further inquiry might be needed tO understand 

their perspectives better. 

4. MinOrity OpiniOn (NO): 

 
- RespOndents: 22 

 
- Percentage: 5.5% 

 
- Analysis: A small minOrity believes that the POCSO Act dOes nOt adequately 

address Sexual abuse cases against children in SOuthern Rajasthan. This view might 

stem frOm perceived gaps in the law, challenges in its implementatiOn, Or 

dissatisfactiOn with the OutcOmes Of specific cases. These respOndents might advOcate 

fOr additiOnal measures Or refOrms tO enhance the act's effectiveness. 

 A significant majOrity (75%) believe the POCSO Act 2012 is effective in 
 

addressing child Sexual abuse cases in SOuthern Rajasthan, indicating a strOng 
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endOrsement Of the legislatiOn and its enfOrcement. 

 A smaller percentage (7%) are unsure, suggesting a need fOr mOre public 

awareness and infOrmatiOn abOut the act's prOvisiOns and effectiveness. 

 12.5% did nOt respOnd, pOinting tO a pOtential area fOr further research tO 

understand their reasOns fOr nOn-respOnse. 

 Only 5.5% are against the effectiveness Of the act, highlighting a minOrity 

viewpOint that might fOcus On specific shOrtcOmings Or challenges in the law's 

applicatiOn. 

The data indicates a brOad cOnfidence in the POCSO Act 2012 amOng 

respOndents, with a few expressing uncertainty Or skepticism, underscOring the 

impOrtance Of cOntinuOus evaluatiOn and imprOvement Of the legal framewOrk tO 

ensure cOmprehensive prOtectiOn fOr children. 

Q15. DO yOu think child shOuld alsO be punished fOr giving false infOrmatiOn Or 

false cOmplaint? 
 

ReasOns 
Yes NOt Sure NO 

Reply 

NO TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndents 252 48 40 60 400 

 TOtal RespOndents: 400 

 RespOnses: 

 Yes: 252 
 NOt Sure: 48 

 NO Reply: 40 

 NO: 60 

 

The data prOvided abOut respOndents' OpiniOns On whether a child shOuld be punished 

fOr giving false infOrmatiOn Or a false cOmplaint. 

 
Analysis: 

 
 MajOrity OpiniOn (Yes): 

 

 RespOndents: 252 

 Percentage: 63% 
 

Analysis: The majOrity Of respOndents believe that a child shOuld be punished fOr 

giving false infOrmatiOn Or a false cOmplaint. This significant suppOrt may reflect a 

cOncern fOr the misuse Of legal prOvisiOns and the pOtential harm caused by false 
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accusatiOns. The respOndents might believe that accOuntability, even fOr minOrs, is 

essential tO maintain the integrity Of the justice system and deter false claims. 

 

 Uncertain RespOndents (NOt Sure): 

 

1. RespOndents: 48% 

2. Percentage: 12% 

 

Analysis: A cOnsiderable segment Of respOndents are unsure abOut whether a child 

shOuld be punished fOr false infOrmatiOn Or cOmplaints. This uncertainty cOuld stem 

frOm the cOmplexities invOlved in determining the child’s intent, the pOtential 

psychOlOgical impact Of punishment, and the need fOr a cOmpassiOnate apprOach 

tOwards minOrs. These respOndents might feel that each case shOuld be cOnsidered 

individually, with a fOcus On rehabilitatiOn rather than punishment. 

 

 NOn-respOndents (NO Reply): RespOndents: 40, Percentage: 10% 

 

Analysis: A nOtable prOpOrtiOn Of respOndents did nOt prOvide an answer. This nOn- 

respOnse might indicate ambivalence, lack Of sufficient knOwledge On the subject, Or 

reluctance tO take a definitive stance On a sensitive issue invOlving minOrs. Further 

investigatiOn might be needed tO understand their reasOns better. 

 

 MinOrity OpiniOn (NO): RespOndents: 60, Percentage: 15% 

 

Analysis: A minOrity Of respOndents believe that a child shOuld nOt be punished fOr 

giving false infOrmatiOn Or a false cOmplaint. This viewpOint may be driven by a 

belief in the vulnerability and develOpmental immaturity Of children, whO might nOt 

fully understand the cOnsequences Of their actiOns.  

These respOndents might advOcate fOr alternative apprOaches such as cOunseling, 

educatiOn, and suppOrt tO address the underlying reasOns fOr false cOmplaints 

withOut resOrting tO punitive measures. 

 

 A significant majOrity (63%) suppOrt the idea Of punishing children fOr false 

infOrmatiOn Or cOmplaints, indicating a strOng preference fOr accOuntability 

and deterrence Of false claims. 

 A nOtable percentage (12%) are unsure, highlighting the cOmplexity Of the 

issue and the need fOr a nuanced apprOach. 

 10% did nOt respOnd, suggesting a pOtential area fOr further explOratiOn tO 
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understand their perspectives. 

 15% OppOse the idea, emphasizing the impOrtance Of cOnsidering the child’s 

develOpmental stage and advOcating fOr nOn-punitive measures. 

 
The data suggests a general inclinatiOn tOwards hOlding children accOuntable 

fOr false cOmplaints, with a substantial minOrity expressing uncertainty Or OppOsitiOn, 

underscOring the need fOr a balanced apprOach that cOnsiders bOth justice and the 

well-being Of the child. 

 

7.9 Data Analysis Of the questiOnnaire FOr POlice PersOnals:  

 

 (FOr POlice Officials Only) 

In the cOurse of Our research On child abuse in SOuthern Rajasthan, a 

systematic apprOach was adOpted fOr data cOllectiOn, wherein pOlice persOnnel 

were selected randOmly fOr interviews and the cOmpletiOn Of questiOnnaires. 

 This methOdOlOgy was chOsen tO ensure a representative sample of pOlice 

Officials frOm variOus districts, including ChittOrgarh, Udaipur, SirOhi, Pratapgarh, 

Banswara, and Dungarpur. 

The randOmness of the selectiOn prOcess helped mitigate any pOtential biases 

that cOuld have influenced the OutcOmes of the study, thereby enhancing the 

reliability and validity of the data gathered.  

 Police officers, due to their direct involvement in law enforcement and child 

protection issues, provided critical insights into the prevalence, nature, and response 

mechanisms related to child abuse cases in these districts. 

 The interview schedule and questionnaires were carefully crafted with the goal of 

gathering in-depth insights into the officers' experiences and perspectives. These tools 

were specifically designed to capture comprehensive information on how the officers 

perceive the current legal frameworks and interventions related to child abuse.  

By doing so, the research was able to provide a detailed and nuanced understanding of 

the child abuse situation in Southern Rajasthan. 

 This data collection strategy proved to be vital in creating a thorough analysis of 

the issue, shedding light on both the strengths and shortcomings of the existing systems.  

The insights gained from the officers' feedback not only deepened our understanding of 
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the child abuse landscape in the region but also played a key role in shaping more 

effective policies and interventions. These findings are expected to inform the 

development of more targeted, practical, and impactful measures to address child abuse 

in the future. 

7.10 List Of Select POlice StatiOns: 

 

The pOlice Officials were selected randOmly frOm the fOllOwing statiOns: 
 

ChittOrgarh District 

1. ChittOrgarh 

11. Vallabhnagar 

12. GOgunda 
Banswara District 

1. Banswara 

2. Nimbahera 13. Kherwara 2. Garhi 

3. Badi Sadri 14. JhadOl 3. GhatOl 

4. Rawatbhata 15. Salumber 4. BagidOra 

5. Begun 16. Rishabhdev 5. Anandpuri 

6. Kapasan 17. Lasadiya 6. LOhariya 

7. BhadsOda  7. Kushalgarh 

8. ParsOli 
9. Gangrar 

10. Dungla 

SirOhi District 
1. SirOhi 

2. Abu ROad 

8. Kalinjra 
9. Sajjangarh 

10. Talwara 

 3. Pindwara 11. Danpur 

Udaipur District 
1. Hiran Magri 

4. ReOdar 
5. SheOganj 

12. Arthuna 

2. SurajpOle 
3. Ambamata 

6. MOunt Abu Dungarpur District 
1. Dungarpur 

4. Ghantaghar 
5. GOverdhan Vilas 

Pratapgarh District 
1. Pratapgarh 

2. Aspur 
3. Sagwara 

6. Pratap Nagar 2. ArnOd 4. Simalwara 

7. BhOpalpura 3. ChhOti Sadri 5. Bichhiwara 

8. Savina 4. Dhariyawad 6. GaliakOt 

9. Sukher 5. Peepal KhOOnt 7. Chitri 

10. DabOk 
 

  

Q.1 DO yOu believe that there is sufficient training fOr pOlice Officers in handling 

child abuse cases? 

 

1. Yes, there is sufficient training 

 
2. Yes, but it cOuld be imprOved 

3. NO, there is nOt enOugh training 

 
4. I am unsure 

ReasOns Yes, there 

is 

sufficient 

Yes, but it 

cOuld be 

imprOved 

NO, there is nOt 

enOugh training 

I am 

unsure 

TOtal 

NO. Of 

RespOndents 
280 28 70 22 400 

Officers  
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The data prOvided abOut respOndents' OpiniOns On whether there is 

sufficient training fOr pOlice Officers in handling child abuse cases. 
 

 

Data Overview: 

 
TOtal RespOndents: 400 

 
RespOnses: 

 

 Yes, there is sufficient training: 280 

 Yes, but it cOuld be imprOved: 28 

 NO, there is nOt enOugh training: 70 

 I am unsure: 22 

Analysis: 

 
1. MajOrity OpiniOn (Yes, there is sufficient training): 

 

 RespOndents: 280 

 Percentage: 70% 

- Analysis: The majOrity Of respOndents believe that there is sufficient 

training fOr pOlice Officers in handling child abuse cases. This suggests a 

general cOnfidence in the current training prOgrams and their effectiveness in 

preparing Officers tO handle such sensitive cases. The high percentage 

indicates that mOst respOndents feel the existing training equips Officers with 

the necessary skills and knOwledge tO address child abuse cases 

DO yOu think child shOuld alsO be punished fOr giving false 

infOrmatiOn Or false cOmplaint? 

Analysis 

300 

 

250 

 

200 
48 40 

60 

0 

Yes NOt 
Sure 

NO 
Reply 

N
O 
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effectively. 

 

2. Qualified Agreement (Yes, but it cOuld be imprOved): 

 

 RespOndents: 28 

 Percentage: 7% 

Analysis: A smaller segment Of respOndents acknOwledges that while there is 

sufficient training, there is rOOm fOr imprOvement. This perspective 

suggests that while the current training is adequate, it may benefit frOm 

enhancements such as updated methOdOlOgies, advanced training techniques, 

Or mOre specialized training mOdules. These respOndents recOgnize the need 

fOr cOntinuOus imprOvement tO keep pace with evOlving best practices in 

handling child abuse cases. 

3. Dissatisfied RespOndents (NO, there is nOt enOugh training): 

 

 RespOndents: 70 

 

 Percentage: 17.5% 

 
- Analysis: A significant minOrity believes that there is nOt enOugh 

training fOr pOlice Officers in handling child abuse cases. This viewpOint 

highlights cOncerns abOut pOtential gaps in the training prOgrams, such as 

insufficient cOverage Of critical tOpics, lack Of practical training, Or inadequate 

emphasis On the psychOlOgical aspects Of dealing with child victims. These 

respOndents likely advOcate fOr a substantial increase in the depth and 

breadth Of training prOvided tO pOlice Officers. 

4. Uncertain RespOndents (I am unsure): 

 

 RespOndents: 22 

 Percentage: 5.5% 

- Analysis: A small percentage Of respOndents are unsure abOut the 

sufficiency Of the training. This uncertainty cOuld stem frOm a lack Of detailed 

knOwledge abOut the training prOgrams Or mixed ObservatiOns regarding the 

perfOrmance Of Officers in real cases. These respOndents might need mOre 

infOrmatiOn Or clearer evidence Of the training's effectiveness tO fOrm a 

definitive OpiniOn. 
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 A strOng majOrity (70%) believe that the current training fOr 

pOlice Officers in handling child abuse cases is sufficient, 

indicating a high level Of cOnfidence in the existing training 

prOgrams. 

 A nOtable 7% think the training is adequate but see 

OppOrtunities fOr imprOvement, suggesting a prOactive apprOach 

tO enhancing Officer preparedness. 

 17.5% feel there is nOt enOugh training, emphasizing 

cOncerns abOut pOtential deficiencies and the need fOr mOre 

cOmprehensive training. 

 5.5% are unsure, reflecting a need fOr mOre infOrmatiOn Or 

clarity abOut the training prOgrams and their effectiveness. 

The data indicates a predOminant belief in the sufficiency Of current 

training, with a significant minOrity advOcating fOr imprOvements Or 

expressing cOncerns abOut inadequacy. This underscOres the impOrtance Of 

OngOing assessment and enhancement Of training prOgrams tO ensure pOlice 

Officers are well-equipped tO handle child abuse cases effectively. 

Q.2 HOw satisfied are yOu with the respOnsiveness Of the pOlice when it cOmes 

tO investigating child abuse cases? 

a) Very satisfied 

b) SOmewhat satisfied 

c) Very satisfied 

d) NOt satisfied at all 
 

ReasOns Very 

satisfied 

SOmewhat 

satisfied 

Very 

satisfied 

NOt 

satisfied 

at all 

TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndent Officers 272 20 70 38 400 

 

Sure,  let's  analyze  the  data  prOvided  abOut  respOndents'  satisfactiOn  

with  the respOnsiveness Of the pOlice in investigating child abuse cases. 

TOtal RespOndents: 400 RespOnses: 

 Very satisfied: 272 
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 SOmewhat satisfied: 20 

Analysis: 

 
 MajOrity OpiniOn (Very satisfied): 

 

o RespOndents: 272 

o Percentage: 68% 

 Very satisfied: 70 

 NOt satisfied at all: 38 
 

Analysis: The majOrity Of respOndents are very satisfied with the 

respOnsiveness Of the pOlice when it cOmes tO investigating child abuse cases. 

This high level Of satisfactiOn suggests that respOndents believe the pOlice 

are prOmpt, efficient, and thOrOugh in handling such sensitive matters. The 

strOng pOsitive respOnse indicates a general cOnfidence in the pOlice's 

capability tO address child abuse cases effectively. 

 
 MinOrity OpiniOn (SOmewhat Satisfied): RespOndents: 20, Percentage: 

5% 

 
Analysis: A small segment Of respOndents are sOmewhat satisfied with the 

pOlice's respOnsiveness. This indicates that while these respOndents see the 

pOlice as generally effective, there may be specific areas where they believe 

imprOvements are needed. These respOndents might recOgnize the effOrts 

made but alsO see rOOm fOr enhancements in respOnsiveness, such as quicker 

respOnse times, better cOmmunicatiOn, Or mOre cOmprehensive fOllOw-ups. 

 

 Significant MinOrity OpiniOn (Very satisfied): 

 RespOndents: 70 

 Percentage: 17.5% 

 

Analysis: This entry seems tO be a duplicatiOn Of the “Very satisfied” 

categOry. Assuming there was an intended distinctiOn (e.g., “Satisfied”), it 

indicates that 17.5% Of respOndents are satisfied but perhaps nOt as 

emphatically as thOse whO are “Very satisfied.” This grOup likely feels that 

the pOlice are dOing a gOOd jOb but there cOuld be OccasiOnal lapses Or areas 

needing slight imprOvements. 
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 Dissatisfied RespOndents (NOt satisfied at all): 

 RespOndents: 38 

 Percentage: 9.5% 

 

Analysis: A nOtable prOpOrtiOn Of respOndents are nOt satisfied at all with the 

pOlice's respOnsiveness. This dissatisfactiOn may stem frOm perceived delays, 

lack Of thOrOugh investigatiOn, pOOr cOmmunicatiOn, Or inadequate suppOrt 

fOr victims. These respOndents might advOcate fOr significant refOrms and 

imprOvements in hOw the pOlice handle child abuse cases. 

 

 A strOng majOrity (68%) are very satisfied with the pOlice's 

respOnsiveness, indicating a high level Of cOnfidence and apprOval Of 

their handling Of child abuse investigatiOns. 

 A small percentage (5%) are sOmewhat satisfied, suggesting general 

apprOval with sOme reservatiOns and areas fOr pOtential imprOvement. 

 17.5% are satisfied (assuming this categOry represents a mOderate 

level Of satisfactiOn), shOwing a pOsitive but less enthusiastic 

endOrsement Of pOlice respOnsiveness. 

 9.5% are nOt satisfied at all, highlighting cOncerns abOut the 

effectiveness and efficiency Of the pOlice in addressing child abuse 

cases. 

 
The data indicates a predOminant satisfactiOn with the pOlice's 

respOnsiveness in child abuse investigatiOns, with a significant minOrity 

expressing varying degrees Of dissatisfactiOn Or rOOm fOr imprOvement. This 

underscOres the impOrtance Of maintaining high standards while alsO 

addressing any specific areas Of cOncern tO ensure cOmprehensive and 

effective handling Of such cases. 

 

Q.3 In yOur OpiniOn, shOuld there be increased cOllabOratiOn between the 

pOlice and Other child welfare OrganizatiOns in handling child abuse 

cases? 

 

a) Yes,  cOllabOratiOn  shOuld be increased 
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b) COllabOratiOn is sufficient 

c) I am unsure 

d) NO,  cOllabOratiOn  is   nOt necessary 

ReasOns 
Yes, 

cOllabOratiOn 

shOuld be 

increased 

COllabOratiO

n is 

sufficient 

I am 

unsure 

NO, 

cOllabOratiOn 

is nOt 

necessary 

TOtal 

NO. Of 

RespOndent 

Officers 

280 28 70 22 400 

 

The data prOvided abOut respOndents' OpiniOns On whether there 

shOuld be increased cOllabOratiOn between the pOlice and Other child 

welfare OrganizatiOns in handling child abuse cases. 

- TOtal RespOndents: 400 

- RespOnses: 
 

 Yes, cOllabOratiOn shOuld be increased: 280 

 COllabOratiOn is sufficient: 28 

 I am unsure: 70 

 NO, cOllabOratiOn is nOt necessary: 22 

Analysis: 

1. MajOrity OpiniOn (Yes, cOllabOratiOn shOuld be 

increased): RespOndents: 280 

Percentage: 70% 

- Analysis: The majOrity Of respOndents believe that cOllabOratiOn 

between the pOlice and Other child welfare OrganizatiOns shOuld be increased. 

This strOng suppOrt suggests a recOgnitiOn Of the benefits Of a multi-

disciplinary apprOach in addressing child abuse cases. Increased cOllabOratiOn 

can enhance resOurce sharing, imprOve case management, and prOvide 

cOmprehensive suppOrt fOr victims. This majOrity view underscOres the 

need fOr strOnger partnerships tO ensure mOre effective and hOlistic handling 

Of child abuse cases. 

2. Qualified SatisfactiOn (COllabOratiOn is sufficient): 

RespOndents: 28 

Percentage: 7% 
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Analysis: A small segment Of respOndents feel that the current level Of 

cOllabOratiOn is sufficient. These respOndents likely believe that existing 

cOllabOratiOns are effective and adequate fOr handling child abuse cases. They 

might see the current arrangements as meeting the needs Of the cases withOut 

the need fOr further enhancements. 

3. Uncertain RespOndents (I am unsure): 

1. RespOndents: 70 

2. Percentage: 17.5% 

Analysis: A significant pOrtiOn Of respOndents are unsure abOut the need fOr 

increased cOllabOratiOn. This uncertainty might stem frOm a lack Of awareness 

abOut the current state Of cOllabOratiOn, limited knOwledge Of the pOtential 

benefits, Or mixed experiences with existing partnerships. These respOndents 

may need mOre infOrmatiOn Or clearer evidence Of the advantages Of enhanced 

cOllabOratiOn tO fOrm a definitive OpiniOn. 

4. MinOrity OpiniOn (NO, cOllabOratiOn is nOt necessary): 

1. RespOndents: 22 

2. Percentage: 5.5% 
 

- Analysis: A small minOrity Of respOndents believe that increased 

cOllabOratiOn is nOt necessary. This viewpOint cOuld arise frOm a belief in 

the sufficiency Of pOlice capabilities, cOncerns abOut bureaucratic 

cOmplexities, Or past experiences where cOllabOratiOn might nOt have yielded 

pOsitive results. These respOndents might advOcate fOr a mOre streamlined 

apprOach, relying primarily On the pOlice tO handle such cases. 

 A significant majOrity (70%) suppOrt the idea Of increasing cOllabOratiOn 

between the pOlice and Other child welfare OrganizatiOns, highlighting a 

strOng belief in the benefits Of a cOOrdinated apprOach tO handling child 

abuse cases. 

 A small percentage (7%) feel that the current level Of cOllabOratiOn is 

sufficient, suggesting satisfactiOn with the existing arrangements. 

 17.5% are unsure, indicating a need fOr mOre infOrmatiOn Or clarity 

abOut the pOtential benefits Of increased cOllabOratiOn. 

 5.5% believe increased cOllabOratiOn is nOt necessary, reflecting a 

minOrity view that might prefer a mOre centralized Or simpler apprOach. 
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The data indicates a clear preference fOr enhancing cOllabOratiOn 

between the pOlice and child welfare OrganizatiOns, with a nOtable pOrtiOn Of 

respOndents either satisfied with the current state Or uncertain abOut the need 

fOr further imprOvements. This emphasizes the impOrtance Of fOstering strOng 

partnerships and prOviding clear evidence Of the benefits tO encOurage brOader 

suppOrt. 

Q.4 HOw many cases Of child abuse were registered in yOur pOlice statiOn 

frOm 2013 tO 2024. 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Q.5 HOw much percentage Of cases resOlved frOm 2013 tO 2024? 

 

a) BelOw 25% b)  50% 

b) c)  75%       d)  100% 

7.9 Data Analysis Of the questiOnnaire FOr Law PractitiOners: (FOr 

Lawyers Only) 

Q.1 HOw many cases Of child abuse were deal by advOcate frOm the year 

2013- 2024? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Q.2 HOw many cases Of child abuse are dispOsed Off by yOu? 

 
………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Q.3 Have yOu ever encOuntered a situatiOn where yOu suspected an advOcate 

Of being invOlved in child abuse, and if sO, did yOu repOrt it? 

a) Yes, I repOrted the suspiciOn 

 
b) Yes, but I did nOt repOrt it 

 
c) NO, I have nOt encOuntered such a situatiOn 

 
d) NO reply 
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ReasOns 
Yes, I 

repOrted 

the 

suspiciOn 

Yes, but 

I did 

nOt 

repOrt it 

NO 

Reply 

NO, I have 

nOt 

encOuntered 

such a 

situatiOn 

TOtal 

NO. Of RespOndent 

Lawyers 

12 62 252 74 400 

 

The data prOvided regarding the invOlvement Of lawyers in repOrting 

suspiciOns Of child abuse: 

Data Overview 

 
The tOtal number Of respOndents is 400, divided intO fOur categOries based 

On their respOnses: 

 Yes, I repOrted the suspiciOn: 12 respOndents 

 Yes, but I did nOt repOrt it: 62 respOndents 

 NO, I have nOt encOuntered such a situatiOn: 74 respOndents 

 NO reply: 252 respOndents 

Percentage Analysis 

 
1. Yes, I repOrted the suspiciOn 

 
Out Of the 400 respOndents, 12 lawyers repOrted that they had encOuntered a 

situatiOn where they suspected child abuse and tOOk actiOn by repOrting it. 

This cOnstitutes 3% 

 

Of the tOtal respOndents. This small percentage indicates that a very limited 

number Of lawyers have bOth encOuntered and repOrted suspiciOns Of child 

abuse. 

2. Yes, but I did nOt repOrt it 

 
A significantly larger number Of respOndents, 62 lawyers, admitted tO having 

suspected child abuse but chOse nOt tO repOrt it. This represents 15.5% Of 

the tOtal respOndents. This categOry raises cOncerns abOut barriers Or 

challenges that prevent lawyers frOm repOrting suspiciOns Of child abuse, 

despite recOgnizing pOtential issues. 
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3. NO, I have nOt encOuntered such a situatiOn 

 
74 respOndents indicated that they have never encOuntered a situatiOn 

where they suspected child abuse. This grOup makes up 18.5% Of the tOtal. 

This percentage might reflect the nature Of the cases they handle Or the 

envirOnments in which they wOrk, which may nOt expOse them tO such 

situatiOns frequently. 

4. NO reply 

 
The largest grOup, with 252 respOndents, chOse nOt tO reply tO the 

questiOn. This accOunts fOr 63% Of the tOtal respOndents. The high percentage 

Of nOn-respOnses might suggest discOmfOrt, uncertainty, Or a lack Of 

experience regarding the issue amOng the majOrity Of the lawyers surveyed. 

The data reveals a trOubling trend where Only a small fractiOn Of lawyers 

(3%) have actively repOrted suspiciOns Of child abuse, while a mOre 

significant pOrtiOn (15.5%) have encOuntered such suspiciOns but did nOt repOrt 

them. 

The largest grOup (63%) did nOt respOnd, pOssibly indicating a 

widespread hesitatiOn Or lack Of engagement with the issue. AdditiOnally, 

18.5% Of the respOndents have nOt encOuntered situatiOns Of suspected 

child abuse, which may reflect the diversity Of legal practice areas and 

envirOnments amOng the respOndents. Overall, this analysis highlights pOtential 

areas fOr imprOving awareness, training, and suppOrt fOr lawyers tO ensure that 

suspiciOns Of child abuse are apprOpriately repOrted and addressed. 

Q.4 In yOur OpiniOn, hOw transparent is the legal prOfessiOn in handling cases 

Of child abuse invOlving advOcates? 

a) Very transparent 

 
b) SOmewhat transparent 

 
c) NOt very transparent 

 
d) NOt transparent at all 
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ReasOns Very 

transparent 

SOmewhat 

transparent 

NOt very 

transparent 

NOt 

transparent 

at all 

TOtal 

NO. Of 

RespOndent 

Lawyers 

322 61 15 02 400 

 

Data Overview: 

The 400 respondents are divided into four categories based on their views on the 

transparency of the legal profession in handling child abuse cases involving 

advocates. The categories range from those who strongly agree, believing in full 

transparency and ethical management, to those who agree with some reservations. 

Others disagree, citing a lack of openness and fairness, while the most critical 

group, who strongly disagree, believes the legal profession obscures the truth in 

these cases. These categories reflect varying levels of public trust in the legal 

system's handling of such sensitive matters. 

 Very transparent: 322 respOndents 

 SOmewhat transparent: 61 respOndents 

 NOt very transparent: 15 respOndents 

 NOt transparent at all: 2 respOndents 

Percentage Analysis 

1. Very transparent 

The majOrity Of respOndents, 322 lawyers, believe that the legal prOfessiOn 

is very transparent in handling cases Of child abuse invOlving advOcates. 

This cOnstitutes 80.5% Of the tOtal respOndents. 

 
This  significant  majOrity  suggests  a  strOng  cOnfidence  amOng  lawyers  

in  the transparency and integrity Of their prOfessiOn in addressing such seriOus 

issues. 

2. SOmewhat transparent 

 
61  respOndents  indicated  that  they  believe  the  legal  prOfessiOn  is  
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sOmewhat transparent in handling these cases. This represents 15.25% Of the 

tOtal. 

While this grOup recOgnizes a degree Of transparency, it alsO implies that 

there are areas where imprOvements cOuld be made tO enhance the Overall 

Openness and accOuntability in such cases. 

3. NOt very transparent 

 
15 respOndents, Or 3.75% Of the tOtal, feel that the legal prOfessiOn is nOt 

very transparent in handling cases Of child abuse invOlving advOcates. 

This small percentage highlights a minOrity viewpOint that perceives 

significant deficiencies in the current system's transparency. 

4. NOt transparent at all 

 
Only 2 respOndents, making up 0.5% Of the tOtal, believe that the legal 

prOfessiOn is nOt transparent at all in these matters. 

This very small grOup represents the mOst critical perspective, indicating a 

perceived lack Of Openness and accOuntability in the legal prOfessiOn's 

handling Of child abuse cases invOlving advOcates. 

The data suggests a generally pOsitive perceptiOn Of transparency 

within the legal prOfessiOn regarding the handling Of child abuse cases 

invOlving advOcates. 

A substantial majOrity (80.5%) Of respOndents view the prOfessiOn 

as very transparent, reflecting strOng cOnfidence in its prOcesses and 

accOuntability. 

HOwever, a cOmbined 19.5% Of respOndents (including thOse whO 

view it as sOmewhat transparent, nOt very transparent, and nOt transparent at 

all) indicate that there is still rOOm fOr imprOvement. 

These respOnses pOint tO the need fOr cOntinuOus effOrts tO enhance 

transparency and ensure that all cases are handled with the utmOst 

integrity and Openness. 

Testing Of HypOthesis 
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1. HypOthesis 

 
1. H0. POCSO ACT 2012 dOes nOt address the rampant Sexual abuse cases 

against Children in SOuthern Rajasthan. 

 

 
H1. POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the rampant Sexual abuse cases against 

children in SOuthern Rajasthan. 

 

Table NO. 7.15.1 
 

S
. 
N

O
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 POCSO ACT 2012 addresses 

Sexual abuse cases against children in 

SOuthern Rajasthan. 

R
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O
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sa
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% 

R
es

p
O

n
d

en
ts

 

sa
y

 N
O

 

 

 
% 

 

 
TOtal 

1) Rural 
30 

76 25.76% 22 22.95% 98 

2) Semi- 

Rural 

40 89 30.16% 13 12.38% 102 

 

3) Semi- 

Urban 

 

50 

54 18.31% 26 24.76% 80 

4) Semi- 

Urban 

60 37 12.54% 21 20% 58 

5) Educated 220 39 13.23% 23 21.91% 62 

TOtal 400 295 100% 100% 100% 400 
 

S.no. O E (O-E) (O-E)
2
 {(O-E)

2 
/E} 

1)  76 72.27 3.73 13.91 0.19 

2)  89 75.22 13.78 189.88 2.52 

3)  54 59.00 -5 25 0.42 

4)   37 42.77 -5.77 33.29 0.78 

5)  39 45.72 -6.72 45.15 0.99 
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6)  22 25.72 -3.72 13.83 0.54 

7)  13 26.77 -13.77 189.61 7.08 

8)  26 21.00 5 25 1.19 

9)  21 15.22 5.78 33.40 2.19 

 23 16.27 6.73 45.29 2.78 

Total 400 Chi-Square (χ2) :- Σ {(O-E)
2
 / E} 18.70 

 

Degree Of FreedOm = (NO. Of rOw-1) x (NO. Of cOlumns-1) 

 
= (5-1) x (2-1) = 4x1 = 4 

 
Table Value: 9.49, Level Of significance: 0.05%, calculated Chi Square 

(χ2) 

Value: 18.70 

 
AbbreviatiOns: 

 
O: ObservatiOn Frequency 

 

E: Expected Frequency (ROw TOtal x COlumn TOtal / Grand 

TOtal) (O-E) : (O-E) (O-E)2 : (O-E) x(O-E) 

Chi-Square (χ2) :- Σ {(O-E)
2 

/ E} 

 
On the basis Of abOve calculatiOn Of Chi-Square (χ2) value, the 

HypOtheses are stated as fOllOws: 

Null HypOthesis (H0): POCSO ACT 2012 dOes nOt address the rampant 

Sexual abuse cases against children in SOuthern Rajasthan. 

Alternative HypOthesis (H1): POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the rampant 

Sexual abuse cases against children in SOuthern Rajasthan. 

The calculated value Of Chi-Square (χ2 - 18.70) is greater than 

the table value Of χ2 - 0.05 (9.49). Hence, null HypOthesis (H0) is 

rejected and alternative HypOthesis (H1) is accepted. This is hence 

prOved that POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the  rampant  Sexual  abuse  
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cases  against  children  in  Southern  Rajasthan. 

H0. HypOthesis: Lack Of legal and educatiOnal awareness dOes nOt 

prOmOte child Sexual abuse cases. 

H1. HypOthesis: Lack Of legal and educatiOnal awareness 

prOmOtes child Sexual abuse cases. 

Table NO. 21 
 

S.NO POCSO ACT 

2012 

RESPONSES 

  

 

Yes 

Yes % NO % TOtal 

     

183 65.13 35 29.42 218 

 NO 98 34.87 84 70.58 182 

  

TOtal 
 

201 
 

100 
 

119 
 

100 
 

400 

 

Chi Square Test 
 

S.nO. O E (O-E) (O-E)
2
 {(O-E)

2 
/E} 

1) 183 153.14 29.86 891.61 5.82 

2) 98 127.85 29.85 891.02 6.96 

3) 35 64.85 29.85 981.02 13.73 

4) 84 54.14 29.86 891.61 16.48 

TOtal 400 Chi-Square (χ2) :- Σ {(O-E)
2 

/ E} 42.99 

 

Degree Of FreedOm = (NO. Of ROw – 1) x (NO. Of COlumn – 1) 

 
= (2 -1) x ( 2-1) = 1 x1 = 1 

 
Table value: 3.84, level  Of significance:  0.05%, Calculated Chi-Square 

(χ2) 

value: 42.99 

AbbreviatiOn: 

 
O:  ObservatiOn Frequency 
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E: Expected Frequency (ROw TOtal x COlumn TOtal / 

Grand TOtal) (O-E): (O-E) (O-E) 2: 

(O-E) x (O-E) 

Chi-Square (χ2): Σ {(O-E) 2 / E} 

 
On the basis Of abOve calculatiOn Of Chi-Square (χ2) value, the HypOtheses 

are stated as fOllOws: 

 
Null  HypOthesis  (H0):  Lack  Of  legal  and  educatiOnal  awareness  

dOes  nOt prOmOte child Sexual abuse cases. 

Alternative  HypOthesis  (H1):  Lack  Of  legal  and  educatiOnal  

awareness prOmOtes child Sexual abuse cases. 

The calculated value Of Chi-Square (χ2-42.99) is greater than 

the table value Of χ2-0.05 (3.84). Hence, the Null HypOthesis 

(H0) is rejected and alternative HypOthesis (H1) is accepted. It 

means that, Lack Of legal and educatiOnal awareness prOmOtes 

child Sexual abuse cases. 

3. H0: Lack Of prOper implementatiOn Of laws is nOt the cause 

Of increasing child Sexual abuse cases in India. 

H1: Lack Of prOper implementatiOn Of laws is the cause Of 

increasing child Sexual abuse cases in India. 

Table NO. 7.16 
 

S.NO ImplementatiOn 

Of Laws 

DO yOu think the imprOper 

implementatiOn Of laws is the 

cause Of increasing child Sexual 

abuse cases in India? 

 

RespOndents 
Partial 

implementatiOn 

Yes % NO % TOtal 

183 65.13 35 29.42 218 

RespOndents Full 

implementatiOn 

98 34.87 84 70.58 182 

 TOtal 201 100 119 100 400 
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**The data was generated based On persOnal discussiOn On 

implementatiOn Of law. 

 Chi Square Test 
 
 

Degree Of FreedOm = (NO. Of ROw – 1) x (NO. Of COlumn – 1) 

 
= (2 -1) x ( 2-1) = 1 x1 = 1 

 
Table value : 3.84, level Of significance : 0.05%, Calculated Chi-Square 

(χ2) 

value : 42.99 

 
AbbreviatiOn: 

 
O:  ObservatiOn Frequency 

 
E: Expected Frequency (ROw TOtal x COlumn TOtal / 

Grand TOtal) (O-E): (O-E)(O-E) 2: (O-E) x (O-E) 

Chi-Square (χ2): Σ {(O-E) 2 / E} 

 
On the basis Of abOve calculatiOn Of Chi-Square (χ2) value, the 

HypOtheses are stated as fOllOws: 

 
Null HypOthesis (H0): Lack Of prOper implementatiOn Of laws is nOt 

the cause Of increasing child Sexual abuse cases in India. 

Alternative HypOthesis (H1): Lack Of prOper implementatiOn Of 

laws is the cause Of increasing child Sexual abuse cases in India. 

S.nO. O E (O-E) (O-E)
2
 {(O-E)

2 
/E} 

5) 183 153.14 29.86 891.61 5.82 

6) 98 127.85 29.85 891.02 6.96 

7) 35 64.85 29.85 981.02 13.73 

8) 84 54.14 29.86 891.61 16.48 

TOtal 400 Chi-Square (χ2) :- Σ {(O-E)
2 

/ 

E} 

42.99 
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The calculated value Of Chi-Square (χ2-42.99) is greater than the table 

value Of χ2-0.05 (3.84).  

Hence,  the Null HypOthesis (H0) is rejected  and alternative HypOthesis 

(H1) is accepted. 

Hence, Lack Of prOper implementatiOn Of laws is the cause Of increasing 

child Sexual abuse cases in India. 

Future Enhancement 

 
The research titled Sexual Abuse Of Children in India: A Study Of Child 

PrOtectiOn Laws with Special Reference tO SOuthern Rajasthan can be further 

extended by incOrpOrating additiOnal attributes tO prOvide a mOre 

cOmprehensive understanding Of the issue. This study fOcused On the districts 

Of SOuthern Rajasthan, including ChittOrgarh, Udaipur, SirOhi, Pratapgarh, 

Banswara, and Dungarpur. While the existing research highlights the 

cOrrelatiOn between lOw literacy rates and the prevalence Of child Sexual 

abuse, adding further dimensiOns such as sOciO-ecOnOmic cOnditiOns, cultural 

practices, and access tO legal and medical services can Offer a mOre 

nuanced analysis.  

FOr instance, examining hOw pOverty and traditiOnal gender rOles 

cOntribute tO the vulnerability Of children in these districts can prOvide 

deeper insights intO the rOOt causes Of abuse.  

AdditiOnally, assessing the availability and effectiveness Of lOcal law 

enfOrcement and judicial prOcesses in these regiOns will shed light On the 

practical challenges in implementing the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual 

Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and Other relevant child prOtectiOn laws. 

AnOther critical attribute tO cOnsider is the rOle Of cOmmunity-

based OrganizatiOns and nOn-gOvernmental OrganizatiOns (NGOs) in these 

districts. Evaluating their cOntributiOns tOwards raising awareness, prOviding 

suppOrt tO victims, and advOcating fOr pOlicy changes can highlight successful 

interventiOn strategies that cOuld be replicated elsewhere. 

 FurthermOre, the impact Of digital literacy and access tO technOlOgy 

in remOte areas Of SOuthern Rajasthan cOuld be explOred tO understand hOw 
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these factOrs influence bOth the incidence Of abuse and the disseminatiOn Of 

preventive educatiOn. 

By integrating these additiOnal attributes intO the research, a mOre 

hOlistic picture Of the factOrs cOntributing tO child Sexual abuse in SOuthern 

Rajasthan can be develOped. This apprOach nOt Only enhances the academic 

rigOr Of the study but alsO prOvides valuable recOmmendatiOns fOr 

pOlicymakers, educatOrs, and activists aiming tO cOmbat child Sexual abuse. 

Ultimately, the expanded research will cOntribute tO mOre effective and 

culturally sensitive strategies fOr prOtecting children and prOmOting their 

rights, aligning with the brOader Objectives Of Indian child prOtectiOn laws in 

2024 and beyOnd. 

 

*** 
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CHAPTER VIII 

FINDING, CONCLUSION, AND 

SUGGESTIONS 

8.1 The specific objectives of the study are the following: 
8.2 Main Findings 

8.3 Consequences of Physical Abuse on Children: Health, Education, and 

8.4 Significant Associations Identified in Chi-Square Tests 

for Physical Abuse 

8.5 Types of Sexual Abuse Experienced by Victims 

8.6 Reporting of Sexual Abuse among Children and its 

Implications According to Indian Law in 2024: 

8.7 Limitations of the Present Study 

8.8 Suggestions Proposed 

8.9 Recap 

8.10 Point Wise Major Findings 

8.11 Conclusion 

8.12 Suggestions 

8.13 Suggestions for the Government Taken During Informal Interviews 

8.14 Scope for Future Research Study 

 

In India, child abuse has lOng been ignOred and treated as a private 

family matter Or a way tO discipline children. As a result, it has nOt been 

recOgnized as a sOcial prOblem, and the true extent Of the issue is unknOwn. 

Official statistics frOm pOlice and cOurt recOrds are few and likely Only shOw 

a small part Of the prOblem. TherefOre, data frOm surveys and research studies 

are needed tO understand and estimate the full extent and impact Of child abuse, 

as well as its causes and cOnsequences. 

 

Meanwhile, the victimized child suffers fOur times Over: when the act is 

cOmmitted, while narrating the incident, during the medical examinatiOn, and 

then in cOurt. TO advance the issue Of child prOtectiOn, there is a need tO create 

an enabling envirOnment thrOugh legislatiOn tO address child abuse, develOp 

a pOlicy On child prOtectiOn, fOrmulate interventiOns and Outreach services, 

allOcate sufficient budgetary resOurces, and establish an infOrmatiOn base On 

child abuse and prOtectiOn. 

FOr all these activities, the gOvernment, pOlicymakers, researchers, and 

administratOrs need cOmprehensive data On the prOblem. Child abuse is Often 
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shrOuded in secrecy, nOt always repOrted Or acknOwledged, and has emerged 

as a critical issue in cOntempOrary times. Thus, studies like the present One are 

essential tO understand the extent and magnitude Of the prOblem at a micrO 

level. While mOst research On this issue has been cOnducted in Western 

cOuntries, little attentiOn has been paid by researchers in India. As a result, 

child abuse has yet tO be fully expOsed and recOgnized as a sOcial prOblem, 

remaining viewed primarily as a persOnal Or family issue. 

A review Of the existing and limited literature On child abuse in the 

Indian cOntext reveals a persistent stOry Of neglect and abuse fOr variOus reasOns 

in different situatiOns. HOwever, there are significant gaps in these studies. FOr 

example, earlier findings are nOt suitable fOr empirical scrutiny, and brOad 

generalizatiOns cannOt be made because they cOvered Only a limited sample Of 

ObservatiOns. AdditiOnally, these studies did nOt address impOrtant factOrs 

such as family structure and the sOciO- ecOnOmic characteristics Of parents 

whO abused Or neglected children. They mainly fOcused On One Or twO aspects 

Of abuse, ignOring Other fOrms, which results in an inadequate understanding 

Of the causative and aggravating factOrs within families. TO gain cOmprehensive 

knOwledge, we need studies based On large samples that cOver all fOrms Of child 

abuse and neglect acrOss different cOmmunities, including tribal, rural, and 

urban areas. It is precisely within this cOntext that the present study was initiated, 

aiming tO fill these gaps and prOvide a mOre cOmplete picture Of child abuse 

and neglect in India. 

8.1 The specific Objectives Of the study are the fOllOwing: 

The study aims tO examine the prOfile Of abused children and the sOcial 

and ecOnOmic circumstances leading tO their abuse in the study area, as well as 

tO assess the magnitude, fOrms, and dimensiOns Of abuse and neglect 

experienced by these children. 

The Objectives include determining the assOciatiOn between selected 

backgrOund characteristics and child abuse, explOring the causes and 

cOnsequences Of 

the prOblem, and suggesting suitable strategies and interventiOns fOr its 

preventiOn. The lOgistics Of the present research OperatiOn necessitated that 

the study be cOnducted exclusively within a single district in the state Of SOuthern 

Rajasthan, India. This apprOach enabled the researcher tO cOmprehensively 
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cOver all three prOminent areas: tribal, rural, and urban. TO achieve this, districts 

in SOuthern Rajasthan, such as ChittOrgarh, Udaipur, SirOhi, Pratapgarh, 

Banswara, and Dungarpur, were purpOsefully selected due tO their diverse 

pOpulatiOns that encOmpass tribal, rural, and urban cOmmunities. By emplOying 

a multistage purpOsive sampling design strategy, the researcher was able tO 

include a tOtal sample Of 400 respOndents, effectively representing the varied 

demOgraphic segments Of these regiOns. 

COnsidering the sensitivity Of the theme, variOus child-friendly tOOls 

were utilized fOr data generatiOn tO create a suppOrtive and cOmfOrtable 

envirOnment fOr children. These tOOls aimed tO ensure that children cOuld 

respOnd with ease and Openly share their experiences and any agOnies they 

might be facing. By fOstering such an envirOnment, the researcher aimed tO 

encOurage children tO discuss different fOrms Of abuse they may be 

experiencing in their families, neighbOurhOOds, and schOOls. The apprOach 

was designed tO be nOn-threatening and reassuring, helping children feel safe 

and understOOd while they cOnveyed their stOries and cOncerns. This 

methOdOlOgy was crucial in Obtaining genuine and hOnest insights frOm the 

children, enabling the researcher tO gain a cOmprehensive understanding Of the 

variOus fOrms Of abuse affecting them in their everyday lives. 

8.2 Main Findings 

The main findings that emerged frOm the study are as fOllOws: 

1. PrOfile Of the Studied Children 

 Of the children in the districts under study, 42.5% were frOm 

rural pOckets, 36.3% were frOm urban pOckets cOnsisting Of 

variOus cities, and the remaining 22.2% were frOm the tribal belt. 

 The mean age Of the children came tO 11.8 years within the age 

range Of 5 tO 18 years. 

 Of the children studied, Hindus cOnstitute 76.3 per cent. 

Christians 

13.3 per cent and the rest 10.4 percent are Muslims.  Of the 

Hindus, 

40.1 per cent belOnged tO fOrward castes, 28.7 per cent tO 
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backward castes and the rest 31.2 per cent tO scheduled castes and 

tribes. 

 Of the participants in the survey, 77.8% were enrOlled in 

different educatiOnal institutiOns, while the remaining 22.2% 

had nOt attended any schOOl fOr a variety Of reasOns. 

 The respOndents' parents' average family incOme came tO 

Rs.26,083 per mOnth within the range Of Rs.6000 tO Rs.48,000+. 

 Of the children, 34.2% cOme frOm a lOw sOciOecOnOmic 

backgrOund, 55.9% cOme frOm a middle class backgrOund, and 

the remaining 13.9% cOme frOm a wealthy family. 

 The average number Of children in the families Of Our respOndents 

was 2.2. Their family cOnsisted Of 4.5 peOple On average. 

 Of all children, Only 29.5 percent were never abused, cOmpared tO 

71.0 percent whO experienced abuse in One way Or anOther. 

 Of thOse ever abused children, 40.4 percent were physically 

abused, 

19.1 percent were Sexually abused, 20.1 per cent were 

emOtiOnally abused and the rest 24.4 percent were the neglected 

and discriminated lOt. There emerged significant and pOsitive 

assOciatiOn between respOndent's sex and their abuse as revealed 

by Yules cOefficient Of assOciatiOn test. 

 Our chi-square test Of significance alsO shOwed a significant 

cOrrelatiOn between the sexes Of the respOndents and their 

experiences with all fOur types Of abuse. 

 Analysis Of variance and multiple classificatiOn analysis further 

revealed that respOndent's family size, their level Of schOOling and 

their birth Order had a regulatOry effect On the neglect and 

abuse Of the respOndents studied. 

2. Physical Abuse 

 Of the tOtal 264 ever abused children, 38.4 percent have 

experienced physical abuse and Of them, 62.4 percent were the 

bOys and 37.6 per cent were the girls. 
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 There was a significant difference in victimizatiOn rates based On 

residence, with rural children being the mOst affected, urban 

children the least, and tribal children falling sOmewhere in 

between. This disparity highlights the varying degrees Of 

vulnerability amOng children frOm different backgrOunds, 

suggesting that  rural  children face higher risks Of victimizatiOn 

cOmpared tO their urban cOunterparts, while tribal children 

experience levels Of victimizatiOn that are intermediate between 

the twO. 

 The Observed data indicates a higher incidence Of physical abuse 

within the age grOup Of 9 tO 14 years. This trOubling trend 

appears tO be mOre acute amOng individuals frOm backward 

castes. COnversely, when examining the fOrward castes and 

scheduled castes and tribes, the incidence rate remains 

relatively cOnsistent. These findings highlight a significant 

disparity in the prevalence Of physical abuse, suggesting that 

sOciO-ecOnOmic factOrs linked tO caste status may play a crucial 

rOle in the vulnerability Of certain age grOups tO such abuse. 

 The data reveals a significant assOciatiOn between the schOOling 

status Of children and their expOsure tO physical abuse. 

Irrespective Of sex, the majOrity Of the victims were attending 

schOOl, cOntrasting with thOse nOt attending schOOl at all. This 

suggests that children enrOlled in educatiOnal institutiOns are 

mOre frequently subjected tO physical abuse. AdditiOnally, the 

analysis indicates that the parents' level Of educatiOn is 

inversely related tO the likelihOOd Of their children experiencing 

physical abuse. In Other wOrds, higher educatiOnal attainment 

amOng parents is linked tO a lOwer incidence Of physical abuse 

in their children. These findings underscOre the cOmplex 

relatiOnship between educatiOn and abuse, highlighting the 

prOtective rOle Of parental educatiOn and the vulnerabilities faced 

by schOOl-gOing children. 

Similarly, parents' mOnthly incOme is inversely assOciated with the 
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incidence Of physical abuse Of their children, indicating that lOwer family 

incOme cOrrelates with higher rates Of abuse. The data alsO shOws a negative 

assOciatiOn between the sOcial class Of the respOndents' families and the 

Occurrence Of physical abuse, with lOwer sOcial classes experiencing mOre abuse. 

HOwever, there is a pOsitive assOciatiOn between the number Of siblings in a 

family and the likelihOOd Of physical abuse, suggesting that children frOm 

larger families are mOre at risk. This trend is cOnsistent regardless Of the child's 

sex, with mOst physically abused children belOnging tO higher birth Order 

categOries. The majOrity Of these abuse incidents (67.4 percent) Occurred at hOme, 

fOllOwed by schOOls and then the neighbOurhOOd. FurthermOre, 67.3 percent Of 

the victims repOrted experiencing abuse regularly Or frequently. 

AmOng the majOrity Of physically abused children, a significant 55.4 

percent Of the perpetratOrs were their Own parents, fOllOwed by a smaller 

prOpOrtiOn Of abusers including siblings, teachers, and neighbOurs. FOr 41.7 

percent Of these victims, the primary reasOn cited fOr the physical abuse was 

the desire Of the abusers tO maintain discipline and cOntrOl the children’s 

behaviOur. This intentiOn tO enfOrce discipline was the mOst cOmmOn 

justificatiOn fOr the abuse, OvershadOwing Other factOrs such as the stresses 

and strains faced by the parents, instances Of parental disOrganizatiOn, and 

minOr quarrels amOng children. The data reveals a trOubling pattern where 

the rOle Of the parents as the main perpetratOrs Of abuse is clOsely tied tO their 

perceived need tO discipline their children, reflecting brOader issues Of family 

dynamics and the challenges Of managing behaviOur within the hOusehOld. 

8.3 COnsequences  Of  Physical  Abuse  On  Children:  Health,  EducatiOn,  and 

EmOtiOnal Well-being 

The victims Of physical abuse identified a range Of severe cOnsequences 

resulting frOm their experiences, which they ranked in Order Of impact. The 

mOst significant effect was On their health, fOllOwed by negative repercussiOns 

On their educatiOnal perfOrmance and persOnality develOpment. In additiOn tO 

these tangible OutcOmes, the emOtiOnal stresses and strains Of the abuse 

manifested in feelings Of fear, anger, frustratiOn, aggressiveness, and 

insecurity. These effects underscOre the multifaceted harm inflicted by physical 

abuse, which nOt Only damages the physical 

and academic aspects Of a child’s life but alsO deeply affects their emOtiOnal 
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well- being and persOnal grOwth. 

8.4 Significant AssOciatiOns Identified in Chi-Square Tests fOr Physical Abuse 

Our chi-square tests Of significance revealed several categOrically 

significant assOciatiOns between physical abuse and variOus demOgraphic 

factOrs, independent Of the respOndent's sex. Specifically, the analyses 

demOnstrated significant relatiOnships between physical abuse and respOndents' 

residence, age, parents' incOme, sOcial class, and birth Order. These findings 

indicate that these demOgraphic variables play a nOtable rOle in the Occurrence 

Of physical abuse, highlighting the impOrtance Of cOnsidering these factOrs when 

addressing and preventing abuse. HOwever, there emerged nO significance 

between caste backgrOund and physical abuse Of Our respOndents 

3. Sexual Abuse 

 Of the 263 children whO had experienced abuse in the study, 

Only 17.1% were identified as victims Of Sexual abuse. AmOng 

these Sexually abused children, 77.8% were girls, while the 

remaining 22.2% were bOys. 

 Age-wise, the majOrity Of Sexually abused children in the study 

(62.2%) were between 13 and 18 years Old. Of these victims, 

42.2% resided in urban areas, 40.0% belOnged tO scheduled 

castes and tribes, and 64.4% were currently attending schOOl. 

AdditiOnally, 40.0% Of the Sexually abused children came frOm 

affluent sOcial backgrOunds. 

 In the study Of Sexually abused children, it was fOund that 36.6% 

Of the abuse cases Occurred On schOOl premises, while 32.3% 

tOOk place at the children’s Own hOmes. The remaining 

instances Of abuse were repOrted tO have happened in the 

children’s neighbOurhOOd lOcalities Or at variOus Other lOcatiOns. 

 The study revealed that 57.6% Of Sexually abused children 

identified their peers frOm schOOls and neighbOurhOOds as the 

perpetratOrs Of 

abuse. FOllOwing this grOup, the perpetratOrs were mOst 

cOmmOnly clOse relatives, teachers, and family members, 

respectively. 
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8.5 Types Of Sexual Abuse Experienced by Victims 

The study On Sexual abuse victims revealed variOus fOrms Of abuse 

experienced by the children. Specifically, 26.7% Of the victims endured 

inapprOpriate tOuching and fOndling Of their bOdies, while 22.2% were cOerced 

intO exhibiting their private bOdy parts. AnOther 22.2% were fOrced tO participate 

in Sexually stimulating acts, and 17.8% suffered frOm fOrceful kissing. The 

remaining 11.1% experienced Sexual harassment in different fOrms. 

8.6 RepOrting Of Sexual Abuse amOng Children and its ImplicatiOns AccOrding 

tO Indian Law in 2024: 

The repOrting Of Sexual abuse amOng children remains a critical issue in 

India, with prOfOund legal and sOcial implicatiOns that reflect bOth prOgress 

and OngOing challenges in safeguarding vulnerable pOpulatiOns. As Of 2024, 

Indian law prOvides a structured framewOrk fOr addressing child Sexual abuse 

thrOugh the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act), 

2012, which has undergOne several amendments tO strengthen its prOvisiOns. 

AccOrding tO the POCSO Act, there is a legal ObligatiOn fOr individuals tO 

repOrt incidents Of child Sexual abuse, and failure tO dO sO can result in legal 

cOnsequences. HOwever, a recent study reveals that a significant majOrity Of 

Sexually abused children, 71.1%, did nOt disclOse their abuse tO any authOrities, 

while Only 28.9% repOrted the incidents tO their parents. This underrepOrting 

highlights a critical gap in the implementatiOn Of legal prOtectiOns and 

underscOres the challenges inherent in encOuraging disclOsure. AmOng thOse whO 

did nOt repOrt, 62.5% perceived the abuse as incOnsequential, while 37.5% 

were paralyzed by fear Of the cOnsequences Of repOrting. 

4. EmOtiOnal Abuse 

In recent research examining the landscape Of child abuse, a nOtable fOcus 

has been placed On emOtiOnal abuse, a fOrm Of maltreatment that Often escapes 

the public eye yet hOlds prOfOund implicatiOns fOr child welfare. Of the 263 

children identified 

as having been abused, 22.1% were victims Of emOtiOnal abuse, a statistic that 

reveals the substantial presence Of this issue within the brOader cOntext Of child 

maltreatment. AmOng these emOtiOnally abused children, the gender distributiOn 

shOws that 51.7% were girls and 48.3% were bOys, indicating a relatively 

balanced impact acrOss genders but still necessitating targeted interventiOns. The 
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study further delineates that a majOrity Of these victims were frOm rural areas, 

reflecting a geOgraphical disparity in the prevalence Of emOtiOnal abuse, with a 

significant cOncentratiOn Of cases amOng children aged 9 tO 14 years. This age 

grOup is particularly vulnerable as it encOmpasses critical develOpmental stages 

where emOtiOnal well-being is crucial. 

AdditiOnally, the study reveals that a significant pOrtiOn Of these 

emOtiOnally abused children came frOm backward castes, highlighting an 

intersectiOn Of sOciO- ecOnOmic and cultural factOrs that exacerbate their 

vulnerability. The data alsO shOws that mOst Of the victims were schOOl-gOing 

children, suggesting that educatiOnal settings may be bOth a site and a 

reflectiOn Of brOader sOciO-ecOnOmic challenges. MOreOver, these children were 

predOminantly frOm middle-class families with mOre than three children, 

pOinting tO the cOmplexities Of family dynamics and resOurce allOcatiOn that 

may influence the prevalence and recOgnitiOn Of emOtiOnal abuse. 

5. Neglect and DiscriminatiOn 

The investigatiOn intO child abuse reveals a cOncerning dimensiOn Of 

neglect and discriminatiOn, as evidenced by recent findings frOm a study Of 263 

ever-abused children. This study identified that 22.4% Of these children fell 

intO the categOry Of neglect and discriminatiOn, a significant prOpOrtiOn that 

highlights the prevalence Of these Often-OverlOOked fOrms Of maltreatment. 

Within this subgrOup, there was a striking gender disparity, with 79.7% Of 

the victims being girls, cOmpared tO 20.3% whO were bOys. This prOnOunced 

imbalance indicates that girls are disprOpOrtiOnately affected by neglect and 

discriminatOry practices, which raises critical questiOns abOut the systemic 

factOrs that cOntribute tO this gendered dimensiOn Of child abuse. 

These findings are particularly relevant in the cOntext Of evOlving Indian 

child prOtectiOn laws, which have increasingly addressed variOus fOrms Of 

abuse thrOugh legislative refOrms. The PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual 

Offences (POCSO) Act, 

2012, and its 2024 amendments represent a significant advancement in legal 

framewOrks aimed at safeguarding children frOm Sexual abuse. HOwever, the 

scOpe Of the POCSO Act primarily fOcuses On Sexual Offenses, and while it has 

been expanded tO include mOre cOmprehensive prOtectiOns fOr children, the 

issue Of neglect and discriminatiOn remains a critical area fOr further legal and 
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pOlicy develOpment. 

The study’s results underscOre a need fOr a mOre inclusive apprOach 

within child prOtectiOn laws that addresses nOt Only Sexual abuse but alsO 

the pervasive issues Of neglect and discriminatiOn. Neglect, as defined in 

variOus child welfare framewOrks, encOmpasses a failure tO meet a child’s basic 

needs, including emOtiOnal suppOrt, prOper care, and access tO educatiOn. 

DiscriminatiOn, On the Other hand, invOlves unequal treatment based On 

gender, sOciO-ecOnOmic status, Or Other factOrs that affect a child’s OppOrtunities 

and well-being. The fact that a significant majOrity Of children experiencing 

neglect and discriminatiOn are girls suggests a gendered dimensiOn Of abuse 

that merits specific attentiOn in legal and pOlicy framewOrks. 

Finally, a significant number Of these children were in high birth Orders, 

suggesting that their pOsitiOn within larger families might increase their 

likelihOOd Of experiencing neglect and discriminatiOn due tO the challenges Of 

managing numerOus siblings. These factOrs cOllectively illustrate the cOmplex 

interplay Of sOciO-ecOnOmic and familial influences that cOntribute tO the neglect 

and discriminatiOn faced by these children. 

 It was tO a surprise that as many as 69.5 per cent Of these 

victims repOrted that their Own hOmes were the places fOr their 

suffering. 

 TO 59.3 per cent Of these victims their parents were the perpetratOrs. 

 Nearly a third (30.5%) Of respOndents felt that their parents paid 

less attentiOn tO their health, clOthing, and educatiOn cOmpared 

tO their siblings. AdditiOnally, 25.4% believed that their parents 

were taking sides, 17.0% felt they were Often cOmpared 

unfavOurably with their siblings, and 13.6% thOught they were 

given less fOOd than their siblings. 

The findings frOm Our LOgistic RegressiOn analysis revealed that factOrs 

such as the respOndent's age, sOcial class, birth Order, parents' incOme, and 

family size significantly cOntribute tO explaining and determining the neglect 

and discriminatiOn Of children. 

The present study underscOres the prOfOund influence Of ecOlOgical, 

demOgraphic, sOcial, and psychOlOgical characteristics On child abuse and 
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neglect. The findings highlight the adverse cOnsequences Of child abuse On 

the cOgnitive, mOtivatiOnal, and behaviOural functiOning, as well as the 

persOnality develOpment Of children. These cOnclusiOns are suppOrted by a 

vast bOdy Of empirical studies and theOretical evidence, establishing a rObust 

cOnceptual and theOretical framewOrk fOr understanding the phenOmenOn Of 

child abuse and its repercussiOns. Researchers have cOnceptualized child abuse 

and neglect as a sOciO-psychOlOgical phenOmenOn deeply embedded within the 

dynamics Of family, sOcial, and cultural cOntexts, with multiple causative rOOts. 

TO analyse and explain this issue, variOus macrO-level (sOciOlOgical) and micrO-

level (psychOlOgical) theOries have been prOpOsed, which were extensively 

discussed in Chapter 2. The findings Of the current study align with several 

macrO- sOciOlOgical theOries, such as cultural explanatiOns, structural 

characteristics Of the family, strain theOry, and deterrence theOry. FOr instance, 

Our results indicate that different fOrms Of child abuse and neglect are repOrted 

at varying rates acrOss different sOcietal strata, suppOrting the Cultural 

ExplanatiOn apprOach, which pOsits that viOlence is an accepted and encOuraged 

fOrm Of cultural expressiOn in sOciety. This cultural acceptance Of viOlence 

cOntributes tO criminal viOlence rates within families and sOciety (TOlan and 

Gwerra, 1998). The aggressiOn and viOlence Observed in hOmes reflect 

sOciety's tOlerance fOr aggressiOn (Wyatt, 1994). AdditiOnally, family structure 

can sOmetimes predispOse individuals and families tO viOlence (BrinkerhOff and 

Lupri, 1988). The interactiOn patterns within large families with mOre children, 

which cause tensiOn and emOtiOnal insecurity, can lead tO vOlatile family 

relatiOnships. Our findings clearly suppOrt the nOtiOn that the family envirOnment 

and its structural features are assOciated with child abuse and neglect. 

In the cOntext Of Indian law in 2024, the study’s findings have 

significant implicatiOns. Indian laws, including the Juvenile Justice (Care and 

PrOtectiOn Of Children) Act and the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual 

Offences (POCSO) Act, 

aim tO prOtect children frOm abuse and neglect. HOwever, the study suggests 

that beyOnd legal framewOrks, there is a critical need fOr sOciO-cultural 

interventiOns that address the underlying factOrs cOntributing tO child abuse 

and neglect. The Indian legal system must nOt Only enfOrce laws but alsO 

prOmOte awareness and educatiOn abOut the detrimental effects Of child abuse. 
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AdditiOnally, pOlicies shOuld fOcus On family suppOrt systems tO mitigate 

stress and emOtiOnal insecurity within families, thereby reducing the risk Of 

child abuse and neglect. The integratiOn Of sOciOlOgical and psychOlOgical 

insights intO pOlicy-making can enhance the effectiveness Of legal measures in 

prOtecting children and fOstering a safer and mOre  suppOrtive envirOnment fOr 

their develOpment. 

The results Of Our study indicate that the issue Of child abuse and 

neglect is predOminantly fOund in families with lOw-caste and lOw sOciO-

ecOnOmic status. This finding aligns with strain theOry, which pOsits that higher 

rates Of child maltreatment are prevalent amOng lOw-incOme families and thOse 

assOciated with a disadvantaged sOcial class backgrOund (Limber and NatiOn, 

1998). FurthermOre, Our study is suppOrted by Deterrence TheOry, alsO knOwn 

as cOntrOl theOry (Gibbs, 1975), which emphasizes the rOle Of fOrmal sOcial 

cOntrOls. It suggests that parents are mOre likely tO abuse their children when 

there are insufficient legal structures tO prevent lOss Of cOntrOl. The cultural 

acceptance Of parent-tO-child viOlence blurs the line between legitimate 

discipline and child maltreatment, underscOring the need fOr mandatOry 

repOrting laws and heightened public awareness tO save children frOm abusive 

families and prOsecute abusive parents (BesharOv, 1996). 

This perpetuatiOn Of viOlence frOm One generatiOn tO anOther, Often 

described as "like father, like sOn" Or "like mOther, like daughter," highlights 

the prOcess Of mOdeling, where individuals learn sOcial and cOgnitive 

behaviOrs by Observing and imitating Others. Our findings reveal that incidences 

Of child abuse and neglect are at epidemic levels in the studied district Of 

Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh, severely impacting the shOrt- and lOng-term 

develOpment Of a significant number Of children. This urgent situatiOn 

necessitates immediate preventive effOrts and the design Of interventiOn 

prOgrams fOr bOth preventiOn and prOmOtiOn Of child welfare. 

In the cOntext Of Indian law in 2024, these findings have prOfOund 

implicatiOns. Despite the presence Of rObust legal framewOrks such as the 

Juvenile Justice (Care and PrOtectiOn Of Children) Act and the PrOtectiOn Of 

Children frOm Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, there is a pressing need fOr sOciO-

cultural interventiOns that address the rOOt causes Of child abuse and neglect. 

The Indian legal system must enfOrce these laws effectively while alsO 
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prOmOting awareness and educatiOn abOut the detrimental effects Of child abuse. 

POlicies shOuld fOcus On strengthening family suppOrt systems tO reduce stress 

and emOtiOnal insecurity within families, thereby mitigating the risk Of child 

abuse and neglect. 

MOreOver, the implementatiOn Of mandatOry repOrting laws and public 

awareness campaigns is crucial tO increasing sOcietal pressure tO prOtect children 

frOm abuse and hOld abusive parents accOuntable. The findings Of Our study, 

which highlight the epidemic nature Of child abuse in specific districts, 

prOvide valuable insights fOr pOlicymakers and administratOrs engaged in child 

welfare and develOpment. By integrating sOciOlOgical and psychOlOgical 

perspectives intO pOlicy- making, India can enhance the effectiveness Of legal 

measures, fOstering a safer and mOre suppOrtive envirOnment fOr children's 

develOpment. 

8.7 LimitatiOns Of the Present Study 

The study is nOt free frOm its Own limitatiOns. These limitatiOns are as fOllOws: 

1. The sample size and sub-sample sizes in this study are quite limited, 

which means they are unlikely tO represent the full range Of abuses children 

suffer. COnsequently, the findings may nOt be suitable fOr brOad empirical 

generalizatiOns and are instead restricted tO the specific sample under study. 

2. The study is limited by the cOnsiderable difficulty Of thOrOughly 

distinguishing the antecedent cOnditiOns, cOrrelates, and effects Of all fOrms Of 

abuse. MOreOver, due tO the crOss-sectiOnal nature Of this study, it is nOt pOssible 

tO examine the lOng-term impacts and effects Of the variOus fOrms Of abuse 

and neglect On the children studied. 

3. In the present study, interviewing the perpetratOrs Of abuse and Other 

relevant stakehOlders tO elicit their OpiniOns was nOt attempted due tO cOnstraints 

such as limited time, budget, persOnnel, and resOurces. 

4. AlthOugh the study delved intO sOme details regarding the impact Of 

abuse On children, many Other aspects Of this impact were nOt cOvered Or 

assessed thrOugh further prObing. 

Future researchers interested in this area must design their studies tO 

OvercOme the limitatiOns identified in the current research. While assessing 

and evaluating the scientific rigOr Of this study, it is crucial tO cOnsider its 
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cOnstraints. Despite these limitatiOns, this empirical study has unequivOcally 

established that child abuse and neglect are prevalent in Our cOuntry, with 

incidence rates significantly higher than cOmmOnly perceived. AdditiOnally, 

the study has prOvided a valuable infOrmatiOn base that can aid the gOvernment 

in fOrmulating legislatiOn, schemes,  and interventiOns tO address the prOblem. 

The study emphasizes that the primary respOnsibility fOr prOtecting children 

frOm abuse and neglect lies with families Or primary caregivers. HOwever, 

cOmmunities, civil sOciety, and all Other stakehOlders alsO share this 

respOnsibility. Ultimately, the Overarching duty falls On the state, which 

must create a prOtective envirOnment and prOvide a safety net fOr children in 

vulnerable and explOitative situatiOns. In light Of these findings, and with 

special reference tO Indian law in 2024, it is imperative that pOlicymakers and 

legislatOrs take decisive actiOn tO enhance child prOtectiOn framewOrks. The 

study’s recOmmendatiOns aim tO address child abuse and neglect within Indian 

families effectively, ensuring that legal and sOcial measures are rObust and 

cOmprehensive. 

8.8 SuggestiOns PrOpOsed 

1) POlicy and LegislatiOn: There is a pressing need fOr the intrOductiOn 

Of a NatiOnal LegislatiOn dedicated specifically tO addressing child abuse. This 

prOpOsed legislatiOn shOuld encOmpass a brOad spectrum Of issues, including all 

fOrms Of Sexual abuse such as cOmmercial Sexual explOitatiOn, child 

pOrnOgraphy, and grOOming fOr Sexual purpOses. It must alsO address physical 

abuse, including cOrpOral punishment and bullying, as well as ecOnOmic 

explOitatiOn, child trafficking, and the sale and 

transfer Of children. An effective legislative framewOrk must include 

mechanisms fOr repOrting abuse and delineate the respOnsibilities Of individuals 

in pOsitiOns Of authOrity and trust. This necessity is underscOred by the fact 

that Over 80% Of child respOndents dO nOt repOrt instances Of Sexual abuse, and 

it is evident that a significant prOpOrtiOn Of abusers are individuals within the 

family Or thOse in pOsitiOns Of trust and authOrity. TherefOre, any new 

legislatiOn must tackle these critical issues tO ensure the prOtectiOn Of children 

and establish a rObust system fOr safeguarding their rights. This apprOach aligns 

with cOntempOrary needs and challenges in child prOtectiOn and reflects a 

cOmmitment tO addressing the shOrtcOmings Of existing pOlicies and legal 
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framewOrks in India. 

2) PrOtOcOls: TO elevate the standards Of care and establish a prOtective 

envirOnment fOr children acrOss the cOuntry, there is a critical need tO develOp 

standardized prOtOcOls fOr child prOtectiOn mechanisms at the district, blOck, 

and village levels. These prOtOcOls must clearly define the rOles and 

respOnsibilities Of individuals and agencies invOlved in child prOtectiOn, 

ensuring a cOhesive and cOOrdinated apprOach tO safeguarding children's rights 

and well-being. The develOpment Of such prOtOcOls shOuld encOmpass a 

cOmprehensive framewOrk fOr effective child prOtectiOn service delivery, 

including preventive measures, statutOry interventiOns, care, and rehabilitatiOn 

services tailOred tO the needs Of children. TO achieve these gOals, it is essential 

tO implement a rObust cOmmunity-based mOnitOring mechanism that ensures 

accOuntability at variOus levels Of the child prOtectiOn system. This mechanism 

shOuld be grOunded in perfOrmance indicatOrs that assess the quality Of services 

prOvided and the extent tO which these services fOster a child-friendly 

envirOnment. By setting clear standards and prOcedures fOr service delivery and 

establishing rigOrOus mOnitOring practices, we can ensure that child prOtectiOn 

effOrts are nOt Only effective but alsO sustainable in the lOng term. Such an 

apprOach is crucial fOr addressing current gaps in the child prOtectiOn system 

and fOr creating a safer, mOre suppOrtive envirOnment fOr all children. 

3) Scheme On Child PrOtectiOn: HistOrically, child prOtectiOn in India 

has been addressed in a fragmented and slOw-mOving manner, characterized 

by minimal resOurce allOcatiOn that reaches Only a small fractiOn Of children 

facing difficult circumstances.  The  results  Of  recent  studies  underscOre  the  

urgent  need  fOr  the 

implementatiOn Of a cOmprehensive natiOnal scheme designed tO systematically 

address the multifaceted issues Of child prOtectiOn. Such a scheme shOuld be 

develOped tO identify vulnerable families and children, wOrk prOactively tO 

prevent vulnerabilities, and prOvide essential services tO thOse in need. In 

particular, this natiOnal scheme shOuld enhance and expand upOn the statutOry 

suppOrt services established under the Juvenile Justice (Care and PrOtectiOn Of 

Children) Act, 2000, which aims tO Offer care and prOtectiOn fOr children in 

need and thOse in cOnflict with the law. With the intrOductiOn Of adequate 

financial and human resOurces, the prOpOsed scheme shOuld fOcus On creating 
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a rObust prOtective envirOnment fOr children thrOugh the develOpment Of strOng 

service delivery mechanisms, cOmprehensive Outreach services, and effective 

interventiOns. This initiative shOuld align with the updates tO Indian child 

prOtectiOn laws anticipated in 2024, which emphasize a mOre integrated and 

resOurce-intensive apprOach tO safeguarding children's rights and well-being. 

By establishing a well-funded and cOOrdinated natiOnal framewOrk, this scheme 

can address existing gaps in the child prOtectiOn system, prOmOte preventative 

measures, and ensure that suppOrt services reach all children whO require 

care and prOtectiOn, thereby fOstering a safer and mOre suppOrtive envirOnment 

fOr children acrOss the cOuntry. 

4) Outreach and SuppOrt Services: A recent study has revealed that 

the majOrity Of abuse cases Occur within the family envirOnment, with the 

perpetratOrs Often being clOse family relatives. In India, where child abuse 

remains a critical issue, the legal framewOrk has been evOlving tO address these 

cOncerns. The PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, 

is a cOmprehensive law designed tO prOtect children frOm Offenses such as Sexual 

abuse, Sexual harassment, and pOrnOgraphy. This legislatiOn mandates stringent 

punishment fOr Offenders and prOvides a child-friendly mechanism fOr 

repOrting, recOrding evidence, investigatiOn, and speedy trial Of Offenses 

thrOugh designated Special COurts. Despite the legal prOvisiOns, a child whO 

has been abused Or cOntinues tO be in an abusive situatiOn requires a variety 

Of services. These include prOfessiOnal help in the fOrm Of trauma cOunselling, 

medical treatment, pOlice interventiOn, and legal suppOrt. TO effectively 

implement these services, a rObust system shOuld be established under the 

scheme On child prOtectiOn. MOreOver, the existing Childline service, which 

prOvides emergency 

Outreach services tO children in difficult circumstances, shOuld be expanded. 

Childline, Operating under the Ministry Of WOmen and Child DevelOpment, 

is a crucial helpline that Offers 24x7 emergency assistance tO children in 

distress. Expanding this service wOuld ensure that mOre children acrOss the 

cOuntry have access tO immediate suppOrt and interventiOn, thereby 

strengthening the prOtective envirOnment envisiOned by Indian law fOr 

safeguarding children frOm abuse in 2024 and beyOnd. 

Shared RespOnsibility: Child prOtectiOn is a shared respOnsibility, and fOr any 
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interventiOn tO be effective in India, there must be a synergy between the effOrts 

made by different stakehOlders tO address the issues. The PrOtectiOn Of Children 

frOm Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, alOng with Other legal framewOrks 

like the Juvenile Justice (Care and PrOtectiOn Of Children) Act, 2015, underscOres 

the need fOr cOOrdinated effOrts in safeguarding children. TO enhance the 

effectiveness Of these laws, it is crucial tO create mechanisms that fOster 

synergy amOng variOus stakehOlders. Such mechanisms shOuld Operate at 

multiple levels, including village, blOck, district, and state levels, and invOlve 

a diverse range Of participants. These participants include parents, elected 

representatives Of urban and rural lOcal bOdies, teachers, anganwadi wOrkers, 

medical practitiOners, pOlice, sOcial wOrkers, and respOnsible members Of the 

public. By engaging these stakehOlders, a cOmprehensive and integrated 

apprOach tO child prOtectiOn can be achieved, ensuring that children receive 

timely and apprOpriate interventiOn and suppOrt. The establishment Of these 

multi-level child prOtectiOn mechanisms will nOt Only reinfOrce the existing 

legal framewOrk but alsO create a mOre respOnsive and resilient system tO 

prOtect children frOm abuse in 2024 and beyOnd. This integrated apprOach 

aligns with the visiOn Of Indian law, which emphasizes the impOrtance Of 

cOmmunity invOlvement and inter- sectOral cOllabOratiOn in addressing child 

abuse effectively. 

6) Capacity Building: The fOrmulatiOn Of a new pOlicy, legislatiOn, and schemes 

fOr child prOtectiOn in India, alOngside the strengthening Of service delivery 

mechanisms, hinges On the creatiOn Of a cadre Of trained persOnnel whO are 

sensitized tO child rights and the prOtectiOn Of children. In the first instance, it 

is imperative that SchOOls Of SOcial WOrk and universities Offer specialized 

cOurses On child rights, prOtectiOn, and cOunselling tO cultivate this cadre.  

 This educatiOnal initiative shOuld extend tO integrating child rights and 

prOtectiOn issues intO the curricula Of administrative institutes, pOlice training 

academies, law cOlleges, medical cOlleges, and teacher training schOOls. By 

embedding these subjects intO the cOre training Of future prOfessiOnals, we 

ensure that thOse graduating frOm these institutiOns pOssess bOth the sensitivity 

and knOwledge required tO address child abuse effectively. AccOrding tO the 

PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and Other 

relevant Indian laws, such an apprOach is essential fOr building a cOmpetent 
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wOrkfOrce capable Of implementing child prOtectiOn measures rObustly. 

Parents and caregivers, whO are primarily respOnsible and accOuntable 

fOr the safety and security Of children, alsO play a crucial rOle in this ecOsystem. 

HOwever, studies indicate that parents Often fall shOrt Of these expectatiOns, 

highlighting a gap in parenting skills and awareness regarding child Sexual 

abuse. TO bridge this gap, it is necessary tO enhance parents' and caregivers' 

skills, knOwledge, and sensitivity tOward child prOtectiOn. This can be 

achieved thrOugh targeted training prOgrams, wOrkshOps, and awareness 

campaigns designed tO equip them with the tOOls needed tO handle situatiOns Of 

child abuse effectively. 

MOreOver, the results Of variOus studies underscOre the impOrtance Of a 

well- cOOrdinated effOrt amOng different stakehOlders, including law 

enfOrcement, educatOrs, medical prOfessiOnals, and sOcial wOrkers, tO create a 

prOtective envirOnment fOr children. The integratiOn Of these elements intO a 

cOhesive pOlicy framewOrk, suppOrted by a trained and sensitized cadre Of 

prOfessiOnals, is vital fOr the effective implementatiOn Of child prOtectiOn laws 

in India. This cOmprehensive apprOach aligns with the gOals Of Indian law fOr 

child abuse preventiOn in 2024 and beyOnd, emphasizing the need fOr an 

interdisciplinary and cOmmunity-fOcused strategy tO safeguard children's rights 

and well-being. 

Gender Equity: Equity can be achieved when sOcial nOrms ensure 

that the girl child lives in a nOn-abusive envirOnment where she is cared fOr and 

respected. In India, gender discriminatiOn against females manifests in variOus 

detrimental ways, including lOwer schOOl enrOlment, higher levels Of 

malnutritiOn, trafficking fOr Sexual explOitatiOn, child marriage, and exclusiOn 

frOm family decisiOn-making prOcesses. Addressing these imbalances 

necessitates significant attitudinal changes regarding the 

value Of the girl child. The empOwerment Of adOlescent girls is crucial, and this 

can be accOmplished by making them aware Of their rights, educating them 

On abuse, and instilling essential life skills such as knOwledge Of childbirth, 

child-rearing practices, HIV/AIDS preventiOn, and persOnal hygiene. 

Strengthening the adOlescent girl cOmpOnent Of the Integrated Child 

DevelOpment Scheme (ICDS) is vital in this cOntext. 

Under Indian law, specifically the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual 
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Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and the PrOhibitiOn Of Child Marriage Act, 2006, 

there are stringent measures in place tO prOtect girls frOm abuse and explOitatiOn. 

HOwever, effective implementatiOn requires a multi-faceted apprOach 

invOlving gOvernment, NGOs, and civil sOciety. These stakehOlders must wOrk 

cOllabOratively tO instill pOsitive nOrms and values thrOugh advOcacy, 

cOmmunicatiOn strategies, and campaigns utilizing electrOnic, print, and fOlk 

media. Open discOurses On gender equity, with the invOlvement Of public 

figures, can further prOmOte these changes. 

The fOcus shOuld be On eliminating discriminatiOn and abuse Of girls by 

creating widespread awareness Of existing legislatiOn and the rights Of the girl 

child. Initiatives shOuld include cOmprehensive educatiOn prOgrams and 

cOmmunity engagement tO shift public perceptiOns and practices. FOr 

instance, prOgrams that educate cOmmunities abOut the legal prOtectiOns under 

POCSO and the PrOhibitiOn Of Child Marriage Act can help reduce incidences 

Of abuse and early marriage. AdditiOnally, integrating discussiOns On gender 

equity intO schOOl curricula and cOmmunity fOrums can fOster an envirOnment 

where the girl child is valued and prOtected. By addressing the rOOt causes 

Of gender discriminatiOn and prOmOting the empOwerment Of girls, India can 

create a mOre equitable and just sOciety, ensuring that every girl child has the 

OppOrtunity tO thrive in a safe and suppOrtive envirOnment in 2024 and beyOnd. 

8) AdvOcacy and Awareness: The media plays a pivOtal rOle in 

spreading awareness abOut child rights and enhancing public knOwledge and 

sensitivity On child prOtectiOn issues. In India, leveraging the media fOr this 

purpOse can significantly cOntribute tO the enfOrcement Of laws like the 

PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual Offences  (POCSO)  Act,  2012,  and  the  

Juvenile  Justice  (Care  and  PrOtectiOn  Of Children) Act, 2015. Regular features 

On electrOnic media, such as debates and discussiOns with the active 

participatiOn Of children, can serve tO infOrm and educate the public abOut the 

impOrtance Of child prOtectiOn. HOwever, it is crucial that media cOverage 

adheres tO high ethical standards tO prOtect the identity and well-being Of child 

victims. DisclOsure Of a child's identity can lead tO further trauma and re- 

victimizatiOn, which is why maintaining cOnfidentiality is imperative. 

Ethical repOrting shOuld include Obtaining the cOnsent Of the child befOre 

any cOverage, ensuring that the child's rights and dignity are preserved. These 
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practices help tO mitigate the stigma assOciated with abuse and prevent the 

sensatiOnalisatiOn Of sensitive issues. The Ministry Of InfOrmatiOn and 

BrOadcasting, alOng with media self-regulatOry authOrities, must take 

prOactive steps tO develOp and enfOrce these ethical standards. This includes 

creating guidelines that media prOfessiOnals can fOllOw tO ensure respOnsible 

repOrting. 

In the cOntext Of Indian law, such measures align with the guidelines set 

fOrth by the NatiOnal COmmissiOn fOr PrOtectiOn Of Child Rights (NCPCR), 

which emphasize the need fOr sensitive and ethical handling Of child-related 

issues in the media. Implementing these standards will prOtect children frOm 

the negative repercussiOns Of media expOsure and prOmOte a mOre infOrmed 

and cOmpassiOnate public discOurse On child prOtectiOn. By fOstering an ethical 

media envirOnment, India can enhance its effOrts tO safeguard children and 

uphOld their rights as enshrined in the cOuntry's legal framewOrk in 2024 and 

beyOnd. This integrated apprOach, cOmbining legal enfOrcement with ethical 

media practices, is essential fOr creating a suppOrtive and prOtective 

envirOnment fOr children. 

This chapter attempts tO present cOnclusiOns based On the previOus 

chapters. SuggestiOns and recOmmendatiOns are made fOr the security and 

future viability Of child Sexual abuse. A study Of child prOtectiOn laws with 

special reference tO SOuthern Rajasthan research was cOnducted using primary 

and secOndary sOurces. 

The infOrmatiOn thus prOvided was segregated accOrding tO different 

sOciOecOnOmic parameters and the results were analysed bOth in tabular and 

graphical 

fOrm. Based On the analytical tOOls, cOnclusiOns were drawn fOr different 

separatiOns. These cOnclusiOns fOrmed the basis fOr researcher tO achieve his 

research gOals. 

8.9 Recap 

The analysis Of Sexual abuse crimes in the districts Of sOuthern 

Rajasthan, including ChittOrgarh, Udaipur, SirOhi, Pratapgarh, Banswara, and 

Dungarpur, reveals that the incidence rates are significantly lOwer than the 

state average. HOwever, this ObservatiOn is OvershadOwed by the fact that 

these districts have alarmingly lOw literacy rates, with a negligible number 
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Of literates cOnsidering the tOtal pOpulatiOn. The demOgraphic findings 

regarding Rajasthan and India, with a particular fOcus On Sexual abuse, 

underscOre that public awareness in these districts Of sOuthern Rajasthan has 

scarcely imprOved Over time. Awareness abOut child Sexual abuse is 

significantly belOw the natiOnal average, prOviding strOng and irrefutable 

evidence Of widespread ignOrance in the regiOn. 

In envirOnments where ignOrance prevails, sOcial and ecOnOmic maladies 

such as pOverty, disease, and crime find fertile grOund, severely impacting the 

quality Of life. The sOciO-ecOnOmic cOnditiOns in sOuthern Rajasthan are 

nOtably belOw acceptable standards, and the residents' reluctance tO embrace 

mOdern ways Of life exacerbates their plight. The persistence Of pOverty, 

ignOrance, and disease creates a viciOus cycle that further degrades the 

cOmmunity's standard Of living. 

TO halt this deteriOratiOn and prevent pOtential destructiOn, educatiOn 

must play a pivOtal rOle, particularly in raising awareness abOut child Sexual 

abuse. This fOrm Of educatiOn can serve as a catalyst fOr sOcial and ecOnOmic 

emancipatiOn. Emphasizing the impOrtance Of educatiOn as a beacOn Of hOpe, it 

is crucial tO imprOve the quality Of life in sOuthern Rajasthan by fOstering 

greater awareness and understanding Of child Sexual abuse. The study's ratiOnale 

is validated by these cOnclusiOns, which highlight the urgent need fOr targeted 

educatiOnal initiatives. 

These initiatives shOuld aim nOt Only tO increase general literacy but 

alsO tO enhance specific knOwledge abOut child Sexual abuse and its preventiOn. 

FurthermOre, recOmmendatiOns include raising awareness abOut related issues 

such as e-banking fraud, which alsO requires increased vigilance and educatiOn. 

Indian laws, such as the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual Offences (POCSO) 

Act, 2012, prOvide a rObust 

framewOrk  fOr  prOtecting  children  frOm  Sexual  abuse.  HOwever,  the  

effective implementatiOn Of these laws is hindered by lOw awareness and literacy 

levels. 

COmprehensive educatiOnal prOgrams are essential tO infOrm the public 

abOut their rights and the prOtectiOns available under the law. The study 
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cOncludes that enhancing awareness and understanding Of child Sexual abuse 

thrOugh educatiOn can significantly imprOve the sOciO-ecOnOmic cOnditiOns 

in regiOns like sOuthern Rajasthan, aligning with the brOader Objectives Of 

Indian child prOtectiOn laws in 2024 and beyOnd. This apprOach prOmises tO 

uplift the cOmmunity by prOviding the necessary knOwledge and tOOls tO 

safeguard children and imprOve Overall living standards. 

8.10 POint Wise MajOr Findings 

1. As part Of this research study, researcher fOund that there is 

assOciatiOn between POCSO ACT 2012 and Sexual abuse Of 

children based cases in SOuthern Rajasthan. 

2. During the cOurse Of the research, the researcher engaged in 

cOnversatiOns with individuals frOm variOus areas, delving deeply intO 

the tOpic Of child Sexual abuse. These discussiOns, cOupled with an 

extensive review Of existing literature, revealed a significant assOciatiOn 

between the lack Of legal and educatiOnal awareness and the prevalence 

Of child Sexual abuse cases. It became evident that cOmmunities with 

limited understanding Of legal prOtectiOns, such as thOse prOvided by 

the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and 

scant educatiOnal resOurces are mOre vulnerable tO such crimes. The 

research highlighted that in areas where legal framewOrks and 

educatiOnal initiatives are either pOOrly understOOd Or inadequately 

implemented, children are at a heightened risk Of abuse. This lack Of 

awareness nOt Only hampers the ability Of pOtential victims and their 

guardians tO seek justice and prOtectiOn but alsO perpetuates a cycle Of 

ignOrance and vulnerability. The findings underscOre the urgent need fOr 

cOmprehensive educatiOnal prOgrams and legal awareness campaigns tO 

equip cOmmunities with the knOwledge necessary tO prevent child 

Sexual abuse and tO  prOtect  children's  rights  effectively.  These  

initiatives  are  crucial  fOr 

fOstering a safer and mOre infOrmed sOciety where children can grOw 

up free frOm the threat Of abuse. 

3. During the study, the researcher learned abOut different types Of child 
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Sexual abuse faced by the victims. 

4. Researcher alsO learned that there is assOciatiOn between lack Of legal 

and educatiOnal awareness and prOmOtiOn child Sexual abuse cases. 

5. Researcher alsO learned that there is assOciatiOn between vulnerability Of 

children in these districts and the rOOt causes Of their abuse. 

8.11 COnclusiOns 

 

1. There is paucity Of research wOrk dOne On child Sexual abuse and safety 

in the districts Of SOuthern Rajasthan, including ChittOrgarh, Udaipur, 

SirOhi, Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur. 

2. It is Observed that awareness abOut understanding Of child Sexual abuse 

and safety measures has nOt spread tO the peOple in the examined 

districts Of SOuthern Rajasthan, including ChittOrgarh, Udaipur, SirOhi, 

Pratapgarh, Banswara, and Dungarpur. 

3. There is still need tO make peOple aware and create awareness abOut 

child Sexual abuse and safety. 

4. Despite cOntinuOus awareness, training, the intrOductiOn Of new laws, 

and implementing safety measures, the cases On child Sexual abuse 

increase every year. 

5. There are still a significant number Of peOple whO dO nOt knOw hOw tO 

deal with child Sexual abuse due tO fear Of risk Or due tO their 

incOmpetence in handling the sOphisticated matter. 

6. A new methOdOlOgy has been adOpted by gOvernment tO maximize the 

help and awareness assOciated tO child Sexual abuse, including filing 

Of Online cOmplains. 

8.12 SuggestiOns 

TO raise awareness abOut child Sexual abuse effectively, a multi-faceted 

apprOach shOuld be adOpted. Here are several key steps that can be taken: 

The pOints are as fOllOws: 
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EducatiOnal Campaigns: 

1. WOrkshOps and Seminars: Organize wOrkshOps and seminars fOr parents, 

teachers, and caregivers tO educate them abOut the signs Of child Sexual 

abuse, preventiOn strategies, and hOw tO respOnd if abuse is suspected. 

2. SchOOl PrOgrams: 

Implement prOgrams in schOOls that teach children abOut persOnal safety, 

bOundaries, and hOw tO repOrt inapprOpriate behaviOr. 

3. Media and COmmunicatiOn: 

Public Service AnnOuncements (PSAs): Use televisiOn, radiO, and 

sOcial media platfOrms tO brOadcast PSAs that highlight the impOrtance  

Of recOgnizing and repOrting child Sexual abuse. 

Print and Digital Media: Distribute brOchures, pOsters, and digital 

cOntent that prOvide infOrmatiOn On child Sexual abuse, legal 

prOtectiOns, and resOurces available fOr victims. 

4. COmmunity InvOlvement: 

Seminars and wOrkshOps shOuld be Organized by the legal institutiOns 

On the tOpic Of child Sexual abuse. 

COmmunity Meetings: HOld cOmmunity meetings and discussiOns tO 

engage lOcal leaders, parents, and cOmmunity members in cOnversatiOns 

abOut child prOtectiOn and the rOle they can play. 

LOcal Events: Participate in lOcal events and fairs tO distribute 

educatiOnal materials and prOvide infOrmatiOn On child Sexual abuse 

preventiOn. 

5. Partnerships and COllabOratiOns: 

NGOs and Child PrOtectiOn OrganizatiOns: Partner with nOn-

gOvernmental OrganizatiOns and child prOtectiOn agencies tO amplify 

Outreach effOrts and leverage their expertise in handling cases Of child 

Sexual abuse. 

Law EnfOrcement and Legal PrOfessiOnals: COllabOrate with law 

enfOrcement agencies and legal prOfessiOnals tO ensure the cOmmunity 
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understands the legal ramificatiOns Of child Sexual abuse and the 

prOtectiOns available under laws like the PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 

6. Training and Capacity Building: 

PrOfessiOnal Training: PrOvide specialized training fOr educatOrs, 

healthcare prOviders, law enfOrcement, and sOcial wOrkers On identifying 

and respOnding tO child Sexual abuse. 

HOtlines and SuppOrt Services: PrOmOte the availability Of hOtlines 

and suppOrt services that Offer immediate help and cOunseling fOr victims 

and their families. 

7. Use Of TechnOlOgy: 

MObile Apps and Websites: DevelOp and prOmOte mObile apps and 

websites that prOvide infOrmatiOn On child Sexual abuse, resOurces fOr 

help, and ways tO repOrt incidents anOnymOusly. 

SOcial Media Campaigns: Run targeted sOcial media campaigns tO 

reach a brOader audience, using hashtags, videOs, and infO graphics tO 

spread awareness. 

8. POlicy AdvOcacy: 

AdvOcate fOr POlicies: AdvOcate fOr the implementatiOn and 

enfOrcement Of pOlicies that prOtect children frOm abuse, and wOrk with 

pOlicymakers  tO ensure rObust legal framewOrks are in place. 

MOnitOring and EvaluatiOn: Establish mechanisms tO mOnitOr and 

evaluate the effectiveness Of awareness campaigns and adjust strategies 

as needed. 

PhOtOgraphs and Printed Media 

In  Order  tO  raise  custOmer  awareness  thrOugh  advertising,  the  

use  Of phOtOgraphs and printed media shall be used. 

By implementing these steps, a cOmprehensive apprOach can be 

achieved tO raise custOmer awareness abOut child Sexual abuse, 

ultimately leading tO a safer and mOre infOrmed cOmmunity. 
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8.13 SuggestiOns fOr the GOvernment Taken During InfOrmal Interviews 

1. Public places such as railway statiOns, bus depOts, and airpOrts hOld a 

crucial pOtential fOr the Central and State gOvernments tO prOmOte 

cOnsumer awareness abOut child abuse, particularly thrOugh the 

deplOyment Of pOsters, annOuncements, and visual aids. In the cOntext Of 

Indian law cOncerning child abuse in 2024, the districts Of SOuthern 

Rajasthan, including ChittOrgarh, Udaipur, SirOhi, Pratapgarh, 

Banswara, and Dungarpur, present unique challenges and 

OppOrtunities. These districts, characterized by their distinct sOciO-

cultural dynamics, require targeted and effective disseminatiOn Of 

infOrmatiOn tO cOmbat child abuse. The implementatiOn Of awareness 

campaigns in these public venues can significantly enhance the 

Outreach Of preventive measures and suppOrt mechanisms. By leveraging 

the high fOOtfall in these lOcatiOns, the authOrities can ensure that crucial 

infOrmatiOn reaches a diverse and extensive audience. This strategy nOt 

Only aids in educating the public abOut the signs and cOnsequences Of 

child abuse but alsO infOrms them abOut legal recOurses and suppOrt 

systems available under Indian law. The PrOtectiOn Of Children frOm 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and subsequent amendments, as 

well as variOus state-specific regulatiOns, mandate stringent actiOns 

against perpetratOrs and prOvide cOmprehensive suppOrt fOr victims. 

Hence, utilizing public places fOr awareness campaigns aligns with the 

brOader Objectives Of these laws, fOstering a mOre infOrmed and vigilant 

sOciety in the fight against child abuse in SOuthern Rajasthan. 

2. In Order tO raise awareness abOut child abuse, gOvernments shOuld use 

mass media On a large scale. TO extend the message Of child abuse 

Safety, celebrities can alsO be used fOr advertising in newspapers, 

televisiOn and radiO. 

8.14 ScOpe fOr Future Research Study 

1. the same type of investigation can be conducted on a national scale. other 

districts would make it wider, resulting in a larger perspective on the 

subject of child abuses and the safety measures implemented by various 

agencies to stop them. 
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2. a nation-wise comparisons can also be performed to get at a global 

picture of how different big economic superpowers as well as smaller 

nations have been affected by child abuse and what efforts the individual 

national governments have done to stop them. 

3. the study period can be extended to ten or fifteen years in order to trace 

the beginning and morbid progression of child abuse. 

4. an analytical studies at the state and national levels on the same topic 

can be conducted utilising more in-depth analytical technologies. 

5. a study of the impact of various states' and the national government of 

india's awareness campaigns can be conducted, tracing the relevance of 

mass media in exposing the people to the dangers of child abuse. the 

effectiveness of such efforts can be assessed by examining the rate of 

increase or decrease in child abuse cases following such initiatives. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

 



i 

 

Voices Against Child Sexual Abuse: Police Opinion Survey/ बाल यौन शोषण 

के खिलाफ आवाजें: पखुलस राय सवके्षण(केवल पखुलस के खलए) 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR POLICE / पखुलस के खलए प्रश्नावली 

सदस्यों, 

महत्वपूणण कानूनी ढाांच ेके बारे में जागरूकता और समझ को बढावा दने ेकी हमारी प्रखतबद्धता के 

खहस्से के रूप में, मैं आपको हमारे POCSO अखिखनयम जागरूकता सवेक्षण में भाग लेने के खलए आमांखित 

करत ेहूँ । यौन अपरािों से बच्चों का सांरक्षण (POCSO) अखिखनयम हमारे समाज में बच्चों के अखिकारों और 

कल्याण की सुरक्षा के खलए बनाया गया एक महत्वपूणण खविायी उपाय ह।ै आपकी भागीदारी एक ऐसे समाज 

के खनमाणण की ददशा में एक महत्वपूणण कदम ह ै। मैं आपके समय और खवचारशील प्रखतदियाओं की ईमानदारी 

की सरहना  करता हूँ । 

Data from Police Officials/ पखुलस अखिकाररयों स ेप्राप्त आांकडे 

            (Police Station Name) / Optional  

1. Name 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Do you believe that there is sufficient training for police officers in handling child abuse 

cases? / क्या आप मानते हैं दक बाल उत्पीडन के मामलों से खनपटने के खलए पुखलस अखिकाररयों को 

पयाणप्त प्रखशक्षण ददया जाता ह?ै 

a) Yes, there is sufficient training 

b) Yes, but it could be improved 

c) No, there is not enough training 

d) I am unsure 

3. How satisfied are you with the responsiveness of the police when it comes to 

investigating child abuse cases?/ बाल उत्पीडन के मामलों की जाांच के मामले में पुखलस की 

प्रखतदिया से आप दकतने सांतषु्ट हैं? 

a) Very satisfied 

b) Somewhat satisfied 

c) Not very satisfied 

d) Not satisfied at all 
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4. In your opinion, should there be increased collaboration between the police and other 

child welfare organizations in handling child abuse cases?/ आपकी राय में, क्या बाल 

दरु्व्णवहार के मामलों स ेखनपटने में पुखलस और अन्य बाल कल्याण सांगठनों के बीच सहयोग बढाया 

जाना चाखहए?  

a) Yes, collaboration should be increased 

b) Collaboration is sufficient 

c) I am unsure 

d) No, collaboration is not necessary 

5. How many cases of child abuse were registered in your police station from 2013 to 

2024?/ 2013 स े2024 तक आपके पुखलस स्टेशन में बाल शोषण के दकतन ेमामले दजण हुए?  

 

  ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. What percentage of cases were resolved from 2013 to 2024? 2013 से 2024 तक दकतन े

प्रखतशत मामले सुलझाए गए? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR ADVOCATE/ COURT  

अधिवक्ता /अदालत के धलए प्रश्नावली 

“Empowering Communities: A Survey on Child Sexual Abuse by 

Advocates” 

Name :……………………………………………………………………………….. 

Data from Advocate/ Court 

प्रिय िप्रिभाप्रियों/समुदाय सदस्यों, 

महत्वपूर्ण कानूनी ढाांचे के बारे में जािरूकिा और समझ को बढावा दने े की हमारी 
िप्रिबद्धिा के प्रहस्से के रूप में, मैं आपको हमारे POCSO अप्रिप्रनयम जािरूकिा सवेक्षर् में भाि 

लेने के प्रलए आमांप्रिि करिे हूँ । यौन अपरािों से बच्चों का सांरक्षर् (POCSO) अप्रिप्रनयम हमारे 

समाज में बच्चों के अप्रिकारों और कल्यार् की सुरक्षा के प्रलए बनाया िया एक महत्वपूर्ण प्रविायी 
उपाय ह।ै आपकी भािीदारी एक ऐसे समाज के प्रनमाणर् की ददशा में एक महत्वपूर्ण कदम ह ै। मैं 

आपके समय और प्रवचारशील िप्रिदियाओं की ईमानदारी की सरहना  करता हूँ । 

इस महत्वपूर्ण ियास का प्रहस्सा बनन ेके प्रलए िन्यवाद। 

1. How many cases of child abuse were deal by advocate from the year 2013-

2023? 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. How many cases of child abuse is disposed of by you? 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. Have you ever encountered a situation where you suspected an advocate of 

being involved in child abuse, and if so, did you report it? 

a) Yes, I reported the suspicion. 

b) Yes, but I did not report it. 

c) No, I have not encountered such a situation 

4. In your opinion, how transparent is the legal profession in handling cases of 

child abuse involving advocates? 
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a) Very transparent 

b) Somewhat transparent 

c) Not very transparent 

d) Not transparent at all 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PARENTS/ माता-पिता के पिए प्रश्नाविी 

पप्रय प्रपतभापियों/समुदाय सदस्यों, 

महत्विूर्ण कानूनी ढाांचे के बारे में जािरूकता और समझ को बढावा दने े की हमारी 
प्रपतबद्धता के पहस्से के रूि में, मैं आिको हमारे POCSO अपिपनयम जािरूकता सवेक्षर् में भाि 

िेने के पिए आमांपित करते हूँ । यौन अिरािों से बच्चों का सांरक्षर् (POCSO) अपिपनयम हमारे 

समाज में बच्चों के अपिकारों और कल्यार् की सुरक्षा के पिए बनाया िया एक महत्विूर्ण पविायी 
उिाय ह।ै आिकी भािीदारी एक ऐसे समाज के पनमाणर् की ददशा में एक महत्विूर्ण कदम ह ै। मैं 

आिके समय और पवचारशीि प्रपतदियाओं की ईमानदारी की सरहना  करता हूँ । 

इस महत्विूर्ण प्रयास का पहस्सा बनन ेके पिए िन्यवाद। 

प्रपतवादी का नाम(**िुप्त  रखा जाएिा)           

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

1. बाि यौन शोषर् के सांबांि में आिकी जािरूकता का स्तर क्या ह?ै 

a) Very aware - बहुत जािरूक 

b) Somewhat aware - कुछ हद तक जािरूक 

c) Not very aware बहुत जािरूक नहीं 
d) Not aware at - all पबल्कुि िता नहीं 

 

2. Have you ever received information or education about preventing child sexual 

abuse? क्या आिको कभी बाि यौन शोषर् को रोकने के बारे में जानकारी या पशक्षा प्राप्त 

हुई ह?ै 

a) Yes, through school programme - हााँ, स्कूि कायणिम के माध्यम से 
b) Yes, through community programme - हााँ, सामुदापयक कायणिम के माध्यम स े

c) Yes, through online resources - हााँ, ऑनिाइन सांसािनों के माध्यम स े

d) No, I have not received any information - नहीं, मुझे कोई सूचना नहीं पमिी 
ह ै

3. Do you believe that your community takes sufficient measures to prevent child 

sexual abuse? क्या आि मानते हैं दक आिका समुदाय बाि यौन शोषर् को रोकने के पिए 

ियाणप्त उिाय करता ह?ै 

a) Yes, very sufficient - हााँ, बहुत ियाणप्त ह ै

b) Yes, somewhat sufficient - हााँ, कुछ हद तक ियाणप्त 

c) No, not very sufficient - नहीं, बहुत ियाणप्त नहीं ह ै

d) No, not sufficient at all - नहीं, पबल्कुि भी ियाणप्त नहीं ह ै

4. If you suspected or knew of a child being sexually abused, would you know 

how to report it to the appropriate authorities? यदद आिको सांदहे ह ैया आि जानते हैं 
दक दकसी बच्चे के साथ यौन दरु्व्णवहार दकया जा रहा ह,ै तो क्या आि जानते हैं दक उपचत 

अपिकाररयों को इसकी ररिोर्ण कैसे करें? 

a) Yes, I am confident in knowing how to report - हाां, मुझ ेयह जानने का 
भरोसा ह ैदक ररिोर्ण कैसे करनी ह ै



ii 

 

b) Yes, but I am not very confident - हााँ, िेदकन मैं बहुत आश्वस्त नहीं हाँ 
c) No, I am not sure how to report - नहीं, मुझ ेनहीं िता दक कैसे ररिोर्ण करूां  
d) No, I would not know how to report - नहीं, मुझे नहीं िता दक कैसे ररिोर्ण करूां  

5. Are you aware of any POCSO Act dealing with child abuse? क्या आि बाि शोषर् 

से सांबांपित दकसी POCSO अपिपनयम के बारे में जानते हैं? 

a) Yes, and I am familiar with the Act - हाां, और मैं इस अपिपनयम स ेिररपचत 

हां 
b) Yes, but I am not familiar with the Act - हाां, िेदकन मैं इस अपिपनयम से 

िररपचत नहीं हां 
c) No, I am not aware of any Act - नहीं, मुझ ेदकसी एक्र् की जानकारी नहीं ह ै

6. Do you think Family Violence Effect child sexual abuse? क्या आिको ििता ह ैदक 

िाररवाररक हहांसा का प्रभाव बाि यौन शोषर् िर िड़ता ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 

7. Do you think Lack of proper implementation of laws is the cause of increasing 

child sexual abuse cases in India? क्या आिको ििता ह ैदक भारत में बाि यौन शोषर् 

के बढते मामिों का कारर् कानूनों का उपचत कायाणन्वयन न होना ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) no - नहीं 

8. Do you think POCSO Act 2012 have some loopholes and it is misused for unfair 

advantages? क्या आिको ििता ह ैदक POCSO अपिपनयम 2012 में कुछ खापमयाां हैं और 

अनुपचत िाभ के पिए इसका दरुुियोि दकया जाता ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 

9. Is Child Marriage is also the reason of child sexual abuse? क्या बाि पववाह भी 
बाि यौन शोषर् का कारर् ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 

10. Do you think today's Cinema is also equally responsible to increase child sexual 

abuse? क्या आिको ििता ह ैदक आज का पसनेमा भी बाि यौन शोषर् को बढाने के पिए 

उतना ही प़िम्मेदार ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 

11. Do you think poverty is also the reason of child sexual abuse?क्या आिको ििता ह ै

दक िरीबी भी बाि यौन शोषर् का कारर् ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 
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12. Do you think every kid who is depressed is going through child abuse? क्या 
आिको ििता ह ैदक अवसादग्रस्त हर बच्चा बाि शोषर् स ेिुजर रहा ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 

13. Do you think compensation to be given to the accused person if he is implicated 

in a false case? क्या आिको ििता ह ैदक झूठे मामि ेमें फां साए जाने िर आरोिी र्व्पि 

को मुआवजा ददया जाना चापहए? 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 

14. Do you think POCSO ACT 2012 addresses the sexual abuse cases against 

children in Southern Rajasthan? क्या आिको ििता ह ैदक POCSO अपिपनयम 2012 

दपक्षर्ी राजस्थान में बच्चों के पखिाफ यौन शोषर् के मामिों को सांबोपित करता ह?ै 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 

15. Do you think child should also be punished for giving false information or false 

complaint? क्या आिको ििता ह ैदक िित जानकारी या झूठी पशकायत दनेे िर बच्च ेको 
भी सजा दी जानी चापहए? 

a) Yes - हाां 
b) Not sure - पनपित नहीं 
c) No - नहीं 
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Abstract
Child-related legislation in India is of paramount importance in 
safeguarding the rights and well-being of children. This comprehensive 
research paper aims to provide an in-depth overview of the key laws and acts 
that have been enacted in order to ensure the well-being, development, and 
protection of children within the country. The paper will explore the various 
legislative measures that have been put in place to safeguard the rights and 
interests of children, with a particular focus on their physical, emotional, and 
social welfare. By examining the evolution and impact of these laws and acts, 
this research paper seeks to shed light on the progress made in promoting 
and safeguarding the rights of children, as well as identify any gaps or 
challenges that may still exist in the current legal framework. Through a 
systematic analysis of relevant legislation, this research paper aims to 
contribute to the existing body of knowledge on child protection and serve as 
a valuable resource for policymakers, researchers, and practitioners working 
in the eld of child welfare. This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth 
analysis of diverse facets pertaining to legislation concerning children. 
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Introduction 

Research paper comprises a wide range of topics, such as constitutional 
provisions, educational acts, and measures to safeguard against abuse and 
exploitation, juvenile justice, and specialize protection for vulnerable groups. 
This statement further underscores the signicance of child participation, the 
right to development, identity rights, and the role of commissions dedicated 
to child protection. Moreover, the guide places a strong emphasis on the 
importance of breastfeeding and the regulation of infant milk substitutes. 
The comprehension of these laws and acts holds paramount importance for 
individuals, organizations, and the government in their endeavor to foster 
and maintain the rights of children, while concurrently establishing a secure 
and nurturing milieu conducive to their development and overall welfare. 

Question of Research 

What is a complete guide to child-related legislation in India, containing an 
overview of the important laws and acts aimed at protecting children's rights 
and welfare? 

Methods of Research 

The following Methods are followed to gather relevant information and to 
analyze the subject matter effectively: 
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However, it is worth noting that in most 
legislation, the age of 18 years is used as a criterion 
for classifying a person as a kid; hence, for the 
purposes of this research, the denition of child is 
based on the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offenses Act, 2012. 

A Comprehensive Guide – Child 
Related Legislation in India 

The term "child-related legislation" refers to a wide 
variety of laws and actions that have been passed 
in India with the intention of protecting the rights 
and welfare of children. The following is an all-
encompassing overview to the legal framework in 
India pertaining to children, with subheadings on 
individual acts and laws: 1. The Constitution of 

1India includes the following provisions:

A. Article 15(3) allows for the creation of specic 
measures for the protection of children. 

B. Article 21A ensures that all children between 
the ages of 6 to 14 have the legal right to 
receive an education that is both free and 

2mandatory.

1. The Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act, 2015 

3does the following:

a. It establishes a comprehensive framework for 
the care, protection, and rehabilitation of 
children who are in conict with the law and 
children who are in need of care and 
protection; this includes both children who 
have broken the law and children who are in 

4need of care and protection.

b. Creates committees to address matters 
involving children by establishing juvenile 
justice boards and child welfare committees. 

Down side of the Legislation

A. Age Determination : The Act classies all 

01. Literature Review 

02. Legal Document Analysis 

03. Case Studies 

04. Legal Framework Evaluation 

Denition of Child

Different legislation regards age to be the primary 
criterion for designating a kid. Among the key 
meanings of the word "child" in different 
international and local regulations are: 

Ÿ The word 'Child' is dened in the 1989 
Convention on the Rights of the Child as "[...] 
any human being under the age of eighteen 
years, unless majority is attained earlier under 
the law applicable to the child." 

Ÿ Article 2 of the 1999 International Convention 
Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate 
Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor denes child as "all persons 
under the age of 18." 

Ÿ S e c t i o n  2 ( a a )  o f  t h e  I m m o r a l  T r a f  c 
(Prevention) Act, 1956 denes "child" as "any 
person under the age of sixteen." 

Ÿ Section 2(12) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act, 2015 denes "child" 
as "any person under the age of eighteen." 

Ÿ Section 2(a) of the Prohibition of Child Marriage 
Act, 2006 denes "child" as "a person who has 
not completed twenty-one years of age, if a 
male, and eighteen years of age, if a female." 

Ÿ According to Section 2© of the Factories Act of 
1948, "child" denotes "a person who has not 
completed his fteenth year of age." 

Ÿ According to Section 2(d) of the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offenses Act of 2012, 
"Child" implies "any person under the age of 
eighteen." 

1 CLA’s Constitution Law of India by Dr J N Pandey
2 Pathak, J. (March 9, 2012). An Analytical Study on Rights of Children and the Constitution of India. Assam. 
3 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 
4 Avinash De Sousa, S. S. (Volume-3, Issue-9, Sept-2014 • ISSN No 2277 - 8160). The Protection of Children From Sexual 

Offences Act 2012.

Pacic University Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 8, Issue 2 May, 2024, Udaipur
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2. The Right of Children to Free and 
5Compulsory Education Act, 2006  

a. Ensures that all children between the ages of 6 
to 14 are provided with an education that is 
both free and mandatory. 

b. Prohibits discrimination in the admissions 
process, the curriculum, and the process of 

6completing primary school .

3. The Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offenses (POCSO) Act, 
which was passed in 2012, does the 

7following

a. It establishes a legal framework for protecting 
children from sexual abuse, exploitation, and 
pornography. 

b. Denes a variety of sexual crimes committed 
against minors and outlines severe penalties 
for those who commit such acts. 

Down side of the Legislation 

A. Ambiguity of "Child": The statute denes a 
kid as someone under 18. The Indian Penal 
Code sets the age of consent for consensual 
sex between two people at 18, which creates 
uncertainty about sexual behaviour. This 
mismatch has caused uncertainty and 
dispute about the POCSO Act's applicability 
to minors' voluntary sexual behaviour. 

B. Lack of Gender-Neutral Language: The 
POCSO Act protects female children but not 
male youngsters from sexual assaults. This 
gender-specic phrasing leaves male sexual 
assault  victims vulnerable and may 
discourage reporting or delay prosecution. 

 In a case involving the physical relationship 
between adolescent boy and adolescent girl, 
the girl is treated as the victim and the boy is 
treated as an accused. Despite the POCSO 
Act, gaining convictions is difcult owing to 
a lack of evidence, judicial delays, and 

under-18s as minors, regardless of maturity or 
mental ability. In circumstances of major and 
egregious crimes, there have been requests to 
decrease the age restriction for classifying 
criminals as adults.

B. Inadequate Rehabilitation and Reintegration: 
The Act stresses the rehabilitation and 
reintegration of children in conict with the 
law, however there are worries about the lack of 
infrastructure, resources, and programs to do 
so. Counselling, skill development, and 
education programs for these children's 
reintegration are few.

C. Overburdened Juvenile Justice System: The 
Act assigns matters involving children in 
dispute with the law to Juvenile Justice Boards 
and Child Welfare Committees. However, 
heavy caseloads, poor personnel, and limited 
resources can delay justice and child care in 
these facilities. 

D. Lack of Standardization: Different Indian 
states execute the Act differently. The Act's 
interpretation and execution vary, resulting in 
inconsistent treatment of children in conict 
with the law and in need of care and 
protection. 

E. Insufcient Focus on Prevention: The Act 
largely addresses the repercussions of 
chi ldren breaking the law,  al though 
preventative measures and early intervention 
programs are needed to lower juvenile 
delinquency rates. Prioritize strategies to 
address poverty, lack of education, and 
violence as fundamental causes of offending. 

F. Child involvement: The Act acknowledges 
the signicance of child involvement, but the 
juvenile justice system needs to improve and 
encourage meaningful child engagement in 
life-changing choices. A fair and successful 
system requires children to be heard and 
considered in decision-making.

5 The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2006:
6 Sarin, M. N. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory. 
7 Datta & Das (2018). Indian Child Protection Laws. Law and Social Sciences, 2(1), 22–32.

Pacic University Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 8, Issue 2 May, 2024, Udaipur
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8 The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act of 1986 
9 The Commissions for the Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005 
10 The Child Marriage Restraint Act (CMRA)
11 The National Policy for Children, 2013
12 The Infant Milk Substitutes, Feeding Bottles and Infant Foods Regulation of Production, Supply and Distribution 

Amendment Act, 2003

5. The Commissions for the Protection 
9of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.

A. E s t a b l i s h e s  N a t i o n a l  a n d  S t a t e 
Commissions for the Protection of Child 
Rights to monitor and oversee the 
implementation of child rights and 
protection. 

B. Provides the Commissions with the 
authority to investigate complaints, take 
actions on their own initiative, and make 
recommendations on child welfare 
policies.

6. The Child Marriage Restraint Act 
(CMRA), signed in 2006, does the 

10following: 

A. It outlaws marrying a child under the age 
of 18 and lays out penalties for anyone 
who is responsible for or promotes such 
unions. 

B. Minimum age for females to get legally 
married is 18 and 21 for Male. 

7. The National Policy for Children, 
2013, does the following

A. It outlines the guiding principles and 
action plans for the comprehensive 
development and well-being of children. 

B. Places an emphasis on the child's ability to 
live, maintain their health and nutrition, 
get an education, be protected, and 
participate.11

societal stigma surrounding child sexual 
abuse cases. These obstacles may hinder 
justice for child victims and deter reporting.

 Despite the POCSO Act, gaining convictions is 
difcult owing to a lack of evidence, judicial 
delays, and societal stigma surrounding child 
sexual abuse cases. These obstacles may hinder 
justice for child victims and deter reporting.

C. Rehabilitation and assistance Services: The 
statute emphasizes punishment, but child 
v i c t i m s  o f  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t s  r e q u i r e 
rehabilitation and assistance. To help 
survivors recover, counselling, medical 
treatment, and other assistance should be 
priority. 

4. The Child Labour (Prohibition and 
8Regulation) Act of 1986:

A. Prohibits the employment of children 
younger than 14 in potentially dangerous 
jobs  or  procedures ;  regulates  the 
conditions under which children may be 
employed; 

B. Establishes guidelines for the working 
conditions and hours that minors may be 
required to labour in jobs that are allowed. 

Down side of the Legislation 

Ambiguity in the Denition of "Child Labour": 
The legislation denes child labor as the 
employment of children under the age of 14 in 
certain vocations. The statute, however, enables 
minors to work in family businesses and some 
non-hazardous vocations, which may lead to 
exploitation and the continuation of child labor in 
disguised forms. 

Pacic University Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 8, Issue 2 May, 2024, Udaipur



implementation gaps, obstacles, and the need for 
comprehensive child protection.  

Das & Chatrabouty (2018) examines India's Child 
Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act its 
modications. It evaluates the legislation's impact 
on child labor and offers ways to improve 
enforcement and rehabilitation. 

Conclusion 

In India, laws about children are very important 
for protecting their rights, keeping them healthy, 
and helping them grows up. This thorough guide 
has given a review of some of the most important 
laws and acts that are meant to protect children in 
different areas also talked about parts of the 
constitution like Article 15(3) and Article 21A, 
which promise special protections for children and 
the right to free and mandatory education, 
respectively. It also talked about specic laws, 
such as the Juvenile Justice Act, the Right to 
Education Act, the POCSO Act, the Child Labour 
Act, and others, that protect children, help them 
get an education, take care of their health, and give 
them a voice.

 Also Effort to talked about how important it is to 
nurse and how the Infant Milk alternatives Act 
regulates milk alternatives for babies. It talked 
about how important it is for children to be 
involved, to have the right to grow, to have the 
right to their own identity, and to have special 
protections for groups that are weak. 

By looking at laws about children, it became clear 
that putting them into effect and making sure they 
are followed are still major problems. It is 
important for government departments, non-
government organizations, and civil society to 
work together to make sure that these rules are 
implemented, monitored, and evaluated well. 

Even though the Research paper gave a complete 
outline, it is important to remember that child-
related laws are always changing. Changes and 
ongoing work are needed to deal with new 
problems and improve the safety and wellbeing of 
children. 

Overall, this Research Paper is a useful tool for 
lawmakers, practitioners, scholars, and other 

8. The Infant Milk Substitutes, 
Feeding Bottles, and Infant Foods 
Regulation of Production, Supply, 
and Distribution Amendment Act 
of 2003: serves as a modication to 
the initial legislation established in 
1992. 

The aforementioned legislation is commonly 
known as the IMS Act or the Infant Milk 
Substitutes Act. The primary objective of the IMS 
Act is to establish regulatory measures for the 
oversight of the making, supply, and distribution 
of infant milk substitutes, feeding bottles, and 
infant foods. The primary aim of this initiative is to 
sa feguard  and  advance  the  prac t i ce  o f 
breastfeeding, which is widely recognized as 
essential for the optimal health and overall welfare 

12of newborns.

Review of Literature 

Datta & Das (2018) examined India's child 
protection laws, including the Juvenile Justice Act, 
Child Labor Act, and Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act. It evaluates the legal 
framework and suggests improvements. 

Gupta & Human (2017) mentioned that The Indian 
Right to Education Act, Juvenile Justice Act, and 
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act are critically 
examined in this paper. It examines how these 
regulations affect child well-being and proposes 
improvements.  

Sharma & Gupta (2019) discussed Indian child 
protection laws, institutions, and policies. It 
explains how the National and State Commissions 
for Protection of Child Rights, Juvenile Justice 
Boards, and Child Welfare Committees safeguard 
children and assesses their implementation issues. 

Rani Verma (2018) discussed Child labor, 
trafcking, marriage, and abuse laws in India are 
critically examined in this research. It addresses 
implementation shortcomings and proposes 
legislative reforms to safeguard children. 

Agarwal & Tripathi (2016) examines India's Right 
to Education Act, Juvenile Justice Act, and 
Integrated Child Protection Scheme. It addresses 

3
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people who work in the area of child safety and 
rights. It talks about India's legal system and 
encourages a more complete understanding of 
laws that affect children. It also stresses the need 
for everyone to work together to make a safe, 
caring, and welcoming place for all children.
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